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IMWOT FUND 



Bitter and earnest writing must not hastily be condemned ; for 
men cannot contend coldly^ and without affection, about things 
which they hold dear and precious. A politic man may write 
from his brain« witiM>ut touch and sense of bis heart 3 as in a 
speculation that appertaineth not unto him}— but a feeling 
. Christian will ex{»res8>.in his words, a character of zeal or love. 

Lord Bacon. 



C. veA R. Baldwin, Printers, 
»cw BridaMtrect, Lond*. 
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44 jRor not only the virtue, reorf, not only the virtues. 

7. Jbr actually^ read, actually. 

8. But> from the moment of the rising of the people of 

the Fyrenean peninsula^ &c. should stand as the 

beginning of a Paragraph, 
12/ For need not to say* read, need not say. 
19. For warrantable, by all mds and appliances,-^ read, 

by all warrantable aids and appliances. 
89. For twenty-throe, read, twenty-two. 
100. For incidently, read, incidentally. 
182. fbrJn every part of the town were, read, In every 

part of the town where. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following pages vrigina^din tk( spposition which 
was made by his Majesty's ministers to the expression^ in 
public meetings and otherwise^ of the opinions andfoelmgs of 
the people concerning the Convention ofCintra, For the sake 
of immediate and general circulation^ I determined (what I 
had made a considerable progr/^ss in the manuscript] to print 
it in different portions in one of the daily newspapers. Ac^ 
cordingly two portions of it (exfmding to page t^J zaerc 
printed^ in the months of December and January^ in the 
Courier^ — as being one of the most impartial and extensively 
circulated journals of the time. The reader is requested to 
hear in mind this previous publication : otherwise he will be 
at a loss to account for the arrangement of the matter in one 
instancy in the earlier part of the worL An accidental loss 
of several sheets of the manuscript delayed the continuance of 
the publication in that manner^ till the close of the Christmas 
holidays ; and— the pressure of pubRc business rendering it 
then improbable that room could be founds in the columns of 
the paper ^ regularly to insert matter extending to such a 
length—'this plan of publication was given up. 

It may b)i proper, to state that ^ in the extracts which havs 
been made from the Spanish Proclamations^ I have been 
obliged to content myself with the translations which appeared 
in the public journals ; having only in one instance had access 
to the original. This is^ in some cases, to be regretted—where 
the language falls below the dignity of the matter : but in 
general it is not so ; and the feeling has suggested correspon- 
dent expressions to the translators ; hastily as, no doubt, they 
must have performed their work. 

1 
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AbVtRTISBMENT* 

/ musi entreat the reader to bear in mini thai I began i4 
iDorite upon this subject in November last ; and have continued 
without bringing my work earlier to a xinclusion^ partly 
from accident^ and partly from a wish to possess additional 
documents and facts ^ Passing occurrences have made changes 
in the dtuation of certain objects spoken of; but t have not 
thought it necessary to accommodate what I had previous^ 
written to these changes : the whole stands without alteration ^ 
except where additions have been made^ or errors corrected. 

As I have spoken without reserve of things (and of persons 
as far as it was necessary to illustrate things^ but no fur* 
therj: and as this has been uniformly done according to the 
light of my conscience: I have deemed it right to pr^x my 
name to these pages ^ in order that this last' testimony of a 
sincere mind might not be wanting^ 



May loth^ 1809a 
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CONCERNING THE 
CONVENTION OF CINTRA. 



A HE Convention, recently Concluded by the 
Generals at the head of the British army in 
Portugal, is one of the most important events 
t}( our time. It would be deemed so in France, 
if the Ruler df that country could dare to makfe 
it public with those merely of its known bearings 
and dependences with, which the English peopld 
are acquainted ; it has been deemed so in Spain 
and Portugal as far as the people of those coun- 
tries have been permitted to gain^ or have gained, 
a knowledge of it; and what this nation has felt 
and still feels upon the subject is sufficiently 
manifest. Wherever the tidings were communi- 
cated, they carried agitation along with them—* 
a conflict of sensations in which, though sorrow was 
predominant, yet, through force of scorn, impa- 
tience, hope, and indignation, and through the uni- 
versal participation in passions so complex, and the 
sense of power which this necessarily included— the 
whole partook of the energy and activity of con- 
gratulation and joy. Not a street, not a public 
room, not a fire-side in the island which was not 
disturbed as by a local or private trouble ; men of 
all estates, conditions, and tempers were affected 
apparently in equal degrees. Yet was the event 
by none received as an open and measurable* 
affliction: it had indeed features bold and inteU 
ligible to every one ; but there was an under^ 
expression which was strange, dark, and myste«* 
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rious--*alid^ accordingly ai diflferent notions pre- 
vailed^ or the object was looked at in different 
points of view, we were astoniaiuSd like men who 
are overwhelmed without forewarning — ^fearful like 
men who feel tbemscl^a to be b^Ipk3% and in-^ 
dignant and angry like men who are betrayed. 
In a word^ it would not be too much to say 
that the tidings of this event did not spread witu 
the commodate of a storm which aipeeps visibly 
over our hmih buxt like m eavthqu^ whicii 
focks the ground undc^ our ftct. 

How was it possibfe t]^t k could be ot&^iwise f 
For that army had boon sent «pon a service «^ck 
appealed so sifongly to all that was human 'm the 
Mart of tfats^ nation~-thi^ there was mimctly a 
gallant fiither of a fen^ily who^had not his momooib^ 
of regr^ that he w^s not a soldier by poofessioi^ 
v^ich nEUjght have made it his duty to acompany 
k ; every high-mind«d youth |;cieved th«t hift firtt 
impulses^ which woQld have leut him upon th^ 
same cirand, weie uo« to be yielded to, mA tW 
after-thought did not sanctioD a^ ooBfinja th» 
instaataneous dictates or the reiterated pcr^uasionr 
ef as heroic spirit. The army took its departufe 
with prayers and Uessiegs which were ^ mMf 
spread as they were fervent and tnteose. For it was 
not doubted that> on this occasioci^ evc^ peraou 
of which it was composed, from^ i^e Generii^ to 
the private soldier, wcHild carry both into hii 
conflicts with the enemy in the field, and intei hit 
vdations <^ peaceftd intercourse with the i^iabi-^ 
tants, not only: the virtue which might be ex- 
pected from him as a soldier, but the antiipatlues 
and sympathies, the k>ves and hajbreds of a citi^enx^ 
ef a human b^g<~ai(^ng, in a? manner hitbeitQ 
unprecedented under the obligation of his huowi 
and social nature* If the conduct of tlK csfMcirf 
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<iaa wd miercUes3 adwisary fci^wed it neithar 
Msy mr wi»— m«k4e it, I mi^t say, impossibk 
to give way to tlut unqualified adtnira^ion of 
cwr^ and skill, ms^ it ]n^K>39ible in relation 
to him to be exalted by those triumphs of the cour- 
teous adKeqtions> and to be purified by those refino* 
mc itfs of civilUy wiaich do, n^ore than any thing, 
secQQcile a nqian of thoughtful tnbd and humane 
^positions to the biorrors of ordinary war ; it was 
Uk ^kat for such loss the beiugn and accomplished 
soldier would upon this misiHoa be abundantly re- 
connpenfied by the entluisiasm of fraternal loye 
ptfh which has Ally, the oppressed people whona 
he was going to ^d in rescuing thpmaelyes, would 
MCei^e him; and that this, and the vijrtues which 
he would witne^ in them, would furnish his heart 
with neyer^feili^g and far nobler objects of com- 
plwcncy a»d admiration. The discipline of the 
wmy was well known; and as a machine, or a 
viital organised body, the Nation was assured that 
k could not but be formidable; but thus to the 
Qt^#ng exceUence of mechanic or organic power 
seemed to be superadded, at this time, and for 
this service, the force of inspiration: could any 
thing thetefore be looked for, but a glorious re*- 
8^t? Tl^ afiny proved its prowess in the fields 
and what has been the result is attested, and long 
will be attested, by the downcast looks— the si- 
lence — ^the passionate exclanmtions — the sighs and 
shame of every man who is worthy to breathe th? 
^ or to look upon the green-fields of liberty ia 
this blessed and highly-&voufed Island which 
we inhabit. 

, If I were speaking of things however weighty, 
tbiit were long past and dwindled in the memory^ 
I should scarcely venture to use this language; but 
the feelings are of yestcrday---they are of to-day r 
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the fldwir, a melancholy flower it is! is still 111 
blow^ nor will, I trust, its leaves be shed through 
months that are to come : for I repeat that th6 
heart of the nation is in this struggle. This just 
and necessary war, as we have been accustomed 
to hear it styled from the beginning of the con- 
test in the year 1 793, had, aome time before the 
jTreaty of Amiens, viz. after the subjugation of 
/Switzerland, and not till then, begun * to be re- 
[garded by the body of the people, as indeed both 
I just and necessary ; and this justice and necessity 
I were by none more clearly perceived, or more 
i feelingly bewailed, than by those who had most 
J eagerly opposed the war in its commencement, 
I and who continued most bitterly to regret that 
this nation had ever borne a part in it. Their 
conduct was herein consistent : they proved that 
they kept their eyes steadily fixed upon principles; 
for, though there was a shifting or transfer bf 
hostility in their minds as fer as regarded persons, . 
they only combated the same enemy opposed to 
them under a different shape; and that enemy 
was the spirit of selfish tyranny and lawless ambi- 
tion. This spirit, the class of persons of whom 
I have been speaking, (and I would now be un- 
derstood, as associating them with an immense 
majority of the people of Great Britain, whose 
affections, notwithstanding all the delusions which 
had been practised upon them, were, in the former 
part of the contest, for a long time on the side of 
their nominal enemies,) this spirit, when it be- 
came xmdeniably embodied in the French govern-^ 
ment, they vjrished, in spite of all dangers, should 
be opposed by war ; because pe^ce was not to be 
procured without submission, which could not but 
be followed by a communion, of which the word 
of greeting would be, on the one part, insult,— 
5 
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Md, on tke odier, degradatioEL The people nogr 
wished for war, :as their rulers had done before^ 
because open war between nations is a defined and 
ejQTectual partition, and Itbe sword, in the hands 
of the good and tb^ virtubus, is the most intelH-v 
gible symbol of abhorrence. It was in order to 
be preserved from spirit-breaking submissions*— 
from the guilt of seeming to approve that which 
they had not the power to prevent^ and out of a 
consciousness of the dapper that such guilt would 
otherwise aetually steal upon them, and that thus, 
by evil conimuiDicatibns and participations, would 
be weakened:, and t finally destroyed, those, moral 
sensibilities and energies, by virtue of which aloney 
their liberties, and eV^n their lives, could be pre- 
seRy«d,-t-that ^he people of Great Britain detcr- 
Biined to encounter all perils which could follow 
in the train of opeii resistance.*— There were some, 
and those deservedly of high chatacter in the 
country, who exerted their utmost influence to 
counteract this resolution ; nor did they give to it 
So gentle a name as want of prudence, but they 
boldly termed it blindness and obstinacy. I^et 
them be judged with charity ! But there are 
promptings of wisdom from the penetralia of 
human nature, which a people <:an hear, though 
^e wisest of their practical Statesmen be deaf 
towards them. This authentic voice, the people 
of England had heard and obeyed : aiid, in oppo- 
sition to French tyranny growing daily more in- 
satiate and implacable, they ranged themselves 
zealously^ under their Government; though they 
neither forgot nor forgave its transgressions, in 
having first involved them in a war with a people 
then struggling for its own liberties under a two- 
fold afiiiaion — confounded by inbred faction^ and 
)?eleagurcd by a cruel and imperious, external foe. 
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Bar these leflMthbraMet ^d not mat titensehn 
in reproadK^ iior hamler -us £rom being recanciM 
te ovtr Biikrs^ ivfaen a change or xatfaer a xendii- 
tioa in circumstanees had imposed ^uew dudes : 
and, in defiance of local and petsdad dmsoamt, k 
niay be safdy «aid, that the naidon united heatt 
and hand with die Goremment in its Tesdre to 
muxft the worst, radier than stoop its head to re- 
ceive t^at which, it was fdtt, woM. Hot be the 
gadand but die yoke of peace. Yet it was aa 
affltdtiog alternative ; and it is not to be deniec^ 
Aunt the^eflbrt, if it iiad the determiiiation^ wanted 
Ae cheerfbltiess of duty. Oarcondition savaared 
too much of a grinding con$tntioi-«^4oo madh of 
the vassalage of nedes&ity ;-^t had too nMuch of 
foaef, and thei^efore of selfishness, not m be con-* 
tamplated in the main with ruefal emiodon. We 
depended thoagli we did not despair. In hct a 
deliberate and pcepelcaKory fortitado^-^ sedate and 
atem melancholy, which had no sunshine ami 
Wa^ exhilarated <miy by the ligfatniii^ of ind^-* 
nation — this was the highest and best state ol 
amoral feeling to which the most noble-mapded 
among us could attain. But, from the moment 
of tk^ rking of the people of the Pj/reoeaa 
pcnin^a^ ttere was a mighty change ; we ware 
ikistantaneou^ animated ; and, from tlrnt momer^ 
^le cositest assumed ^^ dignity, which it is not 
in the power of anything but hope to bestow; 
and, if I may dare to transfer language, pnxnpted 
hy a revekticm of a state of being that adndts 
not^Df decay or change, to the oonceins aad in* 
to-etfts of our transitory ^anet, from diat moment 
'this cormptible put on inc<Mm^>tbn, and 4ius 
martal put on immortality.* lliis suddea eleva- 
tion vms on no account mwc wd[come«-was by 
iK^hing moFe endeared, than by the reMnkig 
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sense whicH accompanied it of inward liberty arfd 
thoice, which gratified our moral yearnings, in- 
^asmuch as it would give henceforward to our 
actions as a people, an origitiation and direction 
unquestionably moral — ^as it was free — as it was 
manifestly inr sympathy with the species — as it 
admitted therefore of fluctuations of generous 
feeling — of approbation and of complacency; 
We were intdlectualized also in proportion; we 
looked backward upon the records of the human 
race with pride, and, instead of being afraid, we 
delighted to look forward into futurity. It was 
imagined that this new-born spirit of resistance, 
rising from the most sacred feelings of the human 
heart, would diffuse itself through many countries; 
and not merely for the distant future, but for the 
present, hopes were entertained as bold as they 
were disinterested and generous. 

Never, indeed, was the fellowship of our sen- 
tient nature more intimately felt — never was the 
irresistible power of justice more gloriously dis- 
played than when the British and Spanish Nations, 
with an impulse like that of two ancient heroes 
throwing down their weapons and reconciled in 
the field, cast off at once their aversions and 
enmities, and mutually embraced each other— 
to solemnize this conversion of love, not by the 
festivities of peace, but by combating side by side 
through danger and under affliction in the devot- 
edness of perfect brotherhood. This was a con- 
junction which excited hope as fervent as it was 
rational. On the one side was a nation which 
brought with it sanction and authbrity, inasmuch 
^s it had tried and approved the blessings for 
which the other had risen to contend: the one 
was* a people which, fcy the help of the surround-. 

B 
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11^ oceM and its own virtues, bad preserved to 
itself through i^es its liberty^ pure and invio- 
Jated by a foreign invader; the other a bigh-mind- 
/cd nation, which a tyrant, presuqiing on its 
decrepitude, bad, through the real decrepitude of 
|ts Government, perfidiously enslaved. What 
could he piore delightful than to think of an 
intercourse beginning in this manner ? On the 
part of the Spaniards their love towards us vm» 
enthuMasm and adoration ; the faults of our national 
character were hidden from them by a veil of 
splendour; they saw nothing around us but glory 
and light; and, on our side, we estimated tiur 
character with partial and indulgent fondness;--^ 
thinking on their past greatness, not as the under* 
mined foundation of a magnificent building, but 
as the root of a m^estic tree recovered from a long 
disease, and beginning again to flourish with pro^ 
rnise of wider branches and a deeper shade than 
it bad boasted in the fulness of its strength. If 
in the sensations with which the Spaniards pros- 
trated thenoselves before the religion of their 
$:ountry we did not keep pace with then>--*if 
even their loyalty was such as, from our nuxed 
constituticm o£ government and from otlier causes, 
we could not thoroughly sympathise with, — an4 
jtf, lastly, their devotion to the person of their 
Sovereign appeared to us to have too much of th« , 
alloy of delusion,-*-^in all these things we judged 
them gently : and, taught by the reverses of the 
F«nch revolution, we looked upon these disposi- 
tions as more hunaan^-^more social-^and therefore 
a» wiser, and of better omen, than if they had 
aiood forth the {lealots of ^U>stmct principles, drawn 
fiBt of the laboratory of unfeeling philosophists. 
Finallfi in Ais reverence for tbe|>ast and present^ 
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wa found all Cdroesr that they were pfepawd to 
tontend to the death for as much liberty as their 
hiibit3 auid their knowledge enabled them to re- 
ceive. To asskt them artd their neighbours the 
Poftiigcicse in the attainment of this end, we sent 
to rticm in love and in friendship a powerful army 
to aid-^to invigorate — ^and to chastise : — ^they 
landed ; and the first proof they afforded of their 
being worthy to be sent on such a service— *the 
first pledge of amity given by them was the vic- 
tory of Vimi^ira'; the second pledge (and this was 
from the hand of their Generals^) was die Con- 
vention df antra. 

The r^dfer will by this time have perceived, 
what thoughts were uppermost in my mind, when 
I began with asserting, that this Conrention is 
among the mdst important events of our times :— 
an assertion, which was made deliberately, and 
after doe allowance for that infirmity which in- 
clines us to magnify things present and passing, at 
the expence of those which are past. It is my 
aim to prove, wherein the real importance of this 
event lies: and, as a neeessary preparative for 
forming a right judgment upon it, I have already 
given a representation of the scnriments, witli 
which the people of Great Britain and those of 
Spain looked upon each other. I have indeed 
spoken ra?ther of the Spaniards than of the Portu- 
guese; but what has been said, will be understood 
as applying in the main to the whole Peninsula* 
The wrongs of the two nations have been equal, 
and their cause is the same: they must stand or 
fall together. What their wrongs have, been, in 
what degree they considered themselves united, 
and 'what their hopes and resolutions were, we 
have learned from public Papers issued by them- 
selves and by their enemies. These were read by 
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the pcopk of this Country, at the time whe» they 
were severally published, with due impression. — 
Pity, that those impressions could not have been 
as faithfully retained as they we're at first received 
deeply ! .Doubtless, there is not a man in these 
islands, who is not convinced that the cause of 
Spain is the most righteous cause in which, since 
tne opposition of the Greek Republics to the Per- 
sian Invader at Thermopylae and Marathon, sword 
ever was drawn ! But this is not enough. We 
are actors^ in , the struggle ; and, in order that we 
may have steady puiNCiPLE&tocontroul and direct 
us, V without which we may do much harm, and 
can do i;o g3od,) we ought to make it a duty to 
revive in the memory those words and facts, which 
first carried the conviction to our hearts : that, as 
far as it is possible, we may see as we then saw» 
and feel as we then felt* Let me therefore entreat 
the Reader seriously to peruse oAce moje such 
parts of those Declarations as I shall extract from 
the^ I feel indeed with sorrow, that events are 
hurrying.' us forward, as down the Rapid of an 
Amerjcan river, and that there is too much danger 
hfore, to permit the mind easily to turn back upon 
the course which is past. It is indeed difficult. — 
But I need not to say, that to yield to the diflS.- 
culty, would be degrading to rational beings. 
Besides, if ftom- the retrospect, we can either gair> 
strength by which we can overcome, or learn, 
prudence by which we may avoid, such submis- 
sion is not only xiegrading, but pernicious. I ad- 
dress these words to those who have feeling, but 
whose judgment is overpowered by their feeUngs : 
-—-such aSs have not, and who are mere . slaves of 
curiosity, calling perpetually for somethii^ new, 
and being able tp create nothing new for them- 
\$elves out of old materials^ may be left to wander 
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about under the yoke of their own unprofitable 
appetite. — ^Yet not so ! Even these I would include 
in my request: and conjure them, as they arc 
men, ndt to be impatient, while I pface before 
their eyes, a composition made out of fragments of 
those Declarations from various parts of the Pe- 
ninsula, which, disposed, as it were in a tesselated 
pavement, shall set forth a story which may be 
easily understood ; which will move and teach, 
and be consolatory to him who looks upon it. I 
say^ consolatory : and let not the Reader shrink 
from the word. I am well aware of the burthen 
which is to be supported, of the discountenance 
from recent calamity under which every things 
which speaks of hope for the Spanish people, and 
through them for mankind, will be received. But 
this, for from deterring, ought to be an encou- 
ragement j it makes the duty more imperious* 
Nevertheltss, whatever confidence any individual 
of meditative mind may have in these represen- 
tations of the principles and feelings of the people 
of Spain, both as to their sanctity and truth, 
and as to their competence in ordinary circum- 
stances to make these acknowledged, it would 
be unjust to recall them to the public mind, 
stricken as it is by present disaster, without at- 
tempting to mitigate the bewildering terror 
which accompanies these events, ahd which 
is caused as much by their/ nearness to the 
eye, as by any thing in their own nature. I 
shall, however, at present confine myself to sug- 
gest a few considerations, some erf" which will 
be developed hereafter, when I resume the sub- 
ject; 

It appears then, that th^ Spanish armies have 
sustained great defeats, and have been compelled 
to abandon their positions, and that these reverses 
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have been effected by an army greatly superior to 
the Spanish forces in number, and far excelling 
them in the art and practice of war. This is the 
sum of those tidings, which it was natural we 
should receive with sorrow, but which too many 
have received with dismay and despair, though 
surely no events could be more in the course of 
rational expectation. And what is the amount of 
the evil ? — It is manifest tiiat, though a great 
army may ^sily defeat or dil|ier$c another army, 
less or greater, y^t it is not in a like degree for- 
midabh? to a determined ftofh^ nor efficient in a 
Kke degree to subdue them, or to keep them in 
subjugatilon — much less if this people, like those 
of Spain in th6 present instance^ be numerous, 
and, like them> inhabit a territory extensive and 
sprong by nature. For a great army, and ereif 
several great armies, cannot accomplish this by 
marching about the country, unbroken,' but each 
must split itself into many portions, and the seve- 
ral detachments become weak accordingly, iK>t 
merely as they are small in size, but because the 
soldiery, acting thus, necessarily relinquish much 
of that part of their superiority, vrfiich lies in what 
may be called the enginery of war ; and far more, 
because they lose, in pj^oportion as they arc broken, 
the power o^ profiting by the military skill of tbcJ 
Commanders, or by their own military labits. 
The experienced soldier is thus brcHight dowa 
nearer to the plain gromid of the* inexperienced, 
man to the level of man : and ii is th^n, that the 
truly brave man rises, the man of good hopes 
and' purposes ; and superiority in moral brings 
with it superiority in physical* power. Hence, if 
the Spanish armies have been defeated, ot even 
dispersed,' it not only argues a want of magna- 
nimity, but of sense, to conclude that the cause 
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thertfore \% lost. Supposing that the spirit of the 
people is not crushed, the war is now brought 
back tq that plan of conducting it, which wa« 
lecomniended by the Junta of Seville in that in* 
estimable paper entitled *^ Precaijtions," which 
plan ought never to have been departed from, ex^** 
cept by compulsion, or with a moral certainty- of 
success; and which the Spaniards v^illnpw be 
constrained to re-adopt, with the advantage, that 
the lesson^^ which has been received, will preclude 
the possibility of their ever committing the sam^ 
error. In this paper it is said, " let the first ob^ 
^^ ject be to avoid alt general actions, and to con-? 
^/ vixice our^elvxs of the very great hazards with-* 
^* out any advantage or the hope erf it, to which 
'^ they would expose us.^' The paper theo givea 
<iirections, how the war ought to be conducted as 
a war of partisans, and shews the peculiar fitness 
of the country for it. Yet, though relying solely 
oa this unambitious mode of warfare, the framers 
of the paper, which is in every part -of it distin- 
, guished by wisdom, speak with confident thoughts 
of success. To this mode of warfare, thep, after 
experience of calamity from not hayijng trusted 
in it; to this, and to the people in whom the 
contest originated, and who are its proper deposi- 
tory, that contest is* now referred. 

Secondly, if the spirits of the Spaniards be not 
broken by defeat, which is impossible, if the scji- 
timents that have been publicly epcpressed be fairly 
' characteristic of the nation, and do not bdlong 
fiinly to particular spots cm: to a few individuals of 
superior mind,-— a doubt, which the internal evi- 
dence of these publications, sanctioned by tfee 
resistance already made, and corroborated by the 
univer^l consent with which certain qualities have 
ioeea attributed to the Spaniards in all iiges^ en- 
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cotlragcs us to repci; — then arc there tnighty re- 
sources in the country which have not yet been 
called forth. For all has hitherto been done by the 
spontaneous efforts of the people, acting undrf 
lutle or no compulsion of the Government, but 
with its advice and exhortation. It is an error 
to suppose, that, in proportion as a people are 
strong, and act largely for themselves, the 
Government must therefore be weak. This is 
not a necessary consequence even in the beat of 
Revolution, but only when the people are lawless 
from want of a steady and noble [object among 
themselves for th^ir love, or in the presence of a 
foreign enemy for their hatred. In the early part 
of the French Revolution, indeed as long as it 
was evident that the end was the common safety, 
the National Assembly had the power to turn 
the people into any course, to constrain them to 
any task, while their voluntary efforts, as far as 
these could be exercised, were not abated in con- 
sequence. That which the National Assembly 
'did for France, the Spanish Sovereigns authority 
acting through those whom the people themselves 
have deputed to represent him, ^ould, in their 
present enthusiasm of loyalty, and condition 
of their general feelings, render practicable and 
easy for Spain. The Spaniards, it is true, with a 
thoughtfulness most hopeful for the cause which 
they have undertaken, h;ave been loth to depart 
from established laws, forms, and practice^. This 
dignified feeling of self-restraint they would do 
well to cherish so far as never to depart frotn it 
without some reluctance ; — but, when old and 
familiar means are not equal to the exigency, new 
ones must, without timidity, be resorted to, though 
fey many they may be found harsh and ungra- 
cious. Nothing but good would result from such 
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conduct. The well-disposed would rely more 
confidently upon a Government . which thus 
proved that it had confidrfhcc in itself. Men, less 
'Zealous^ and of less comprehensive minds^ would, 
soon be reconciled to measures from which at 
first they had revolted; the remiss and selfish 
might be made servants of their country, through 
the influence of the same passions which had pre- 
pared them to become slaves of the Invader ; or^ 
should this not be possible, they would appear 
in their true character, and the main danger to be 
feared from them would be prevented. The course 
which ought to be pursued is plain. Either the 
cause has lost the people's love, or it has not. If 
it has, let the struggle be abandoned. If it has 
nof, let the Government, in whatever shape it may 
exist, and however great may be the calamities under 
which it may labour, act up to the full stretch of 
its rights, nor doubt that the people will support 
it to the full extent of their power. If, therefore, 
the Chiefs of the Spanish Nation be men of wise 
and strong minds, they will bring both the forces, 
those of the Government and of the people, into 
their utmost action; tempering them in such a 
manner that neither shall impair or obstruct the 
other, but rather that they shall strengthen and 
direct each other for all salutary purposes. 

Thirdly, it was never dreamt by any thinking 
man, that the Spaniards were to succeed by their 
army ; if by their army be meant any thing but 
the people. The whole people is their army, and 
their true army is the people, and nothing else. 
Five hundred men, who in the early part of the 
struggle had been taken prisoners, — I think it 
was at the battle of Rio Seco — were returned by 
the French General under the title of Galician 
Peasants, a title, which the Spanish General, 

C 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Blake, rqccted and m^tssuned ih His answw 
that they were genuine soldiersj meiining regular 
troops. The omduct of the Frenchman wa3 pd-^ 
Ktic, and that of the Spaniard wouW havie been 
ihorc ist the spirit of nis Cause and of his own 
ilohlc ichkraeter, if, waiving on this occasion th^ 
plea of any subordinate and fonnal commissiou 
which these men might have, he had rested their 
daini to the title of Soldiers on its true ground, 
and affirmed that this waa no other thai! the rights 
of 4:hc cause which they maintained, by which 
rights every Spaniard was a Soldier who could ap- 
pear in arms, and was authorized ta take that place, 
in which it was probable, to those under whom 
he acted, and on many occasions to himself, that 
heCouM most annoy the enemy. But these pa- 
triots of Galicia were not clothed alike, nor per- 
haps armed dike, nor had the outward appearance 
ef those bodies, which are called rcgulaur troops ; 
and the Frenchman availed himself of this pretext, 
to apply to them that insolent language, which 
mtghr, I think, have been more nobty repelled on 
^ more eomprehensiye principle. For thus are 
men of the gravest minds imposed upon by the 
presumptuous; and through these influences it 
comes, that the strength of a tyrant is in opinion 
— not merely in the opinion of those who sup- 
port him, but alas ! even of those who willingly 
resist, and who would resist effectually, if it were 
not that their own understandings betray them, 
being already half enslaved by shews and forms » 
The whole Spanish nation ought to be encouraged 
to deem themselves an army, embodied under tho 
authority of their country and of human nature^ 
A military spirit should be there, and a military 
actipri, not confined like an ordinary river in one 
channel, but spreading like the Nile over the 
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vhoU hce of the land. Is thU possible } I be- 
Uevcit is : if there be minds among them worthy 
to lead^ aod if thos^ leadiM; mm4s cherish a dvk 
spirit wmTantable, 1^ all aios aod afipliaQces, aofd^ 
above all other means, by compining ^ revc^? 
rential memory of their elder i^nce^tors with dis^ 
tinct hopes of solid advantage, frpm the pritil^gei 
of freedom^ £ot themselves and tboir posterity-r^ 
which the history aod the paist state of Sp^ fo$ 
nish such enviaUe &cilities ; and if they provi^f 
for the sustenance of thitspirit^ Uy organizing it itk 
its primary sources^ not tiipidly jealous of a people^ 
whose toils and sacrifices have approved ^ens 
worthy of all love and coo^nce, and whose fail^ 
ing of excess^ if such there esdst, is assui^y o^ 
the swie of loyalty to their l^overeign, and piwii- 
lecticm for all established instituticnis. We affirm,- 
then^ that a udiveml military spirit may be pro^ 
duced ; and not only thi^ but that a much nioi:e 
rare ^nd more adosirable phenomenon may be 
reaHzed*r-4:he civic and military spirit united in 
one people, and in enduring harmony^ with each 
other. The people of Spain, with arm^ m their 
hands, are already in an elevated mood, to which 
they have been raised by the indignant pas^n& 
pd the keen sease of insup^rtable w^orm and 
insult from the enemy, and its infan^oms instru^ 
ments. But they n^ust be taifgfat, not to trust 
too exclusively to the violent passipn^ wlui^ havf 
already done mi!ich of their peculiar task and ser* 
vice. The3r must seek additional aid from al&c* 
tionSj which less imperiously exclude ^1 iipdiyidu4 
interests, while at the same tiipe they consccrati 
them tp the public good.—Bitf the enemy ^s in 
th^ heart of their land ! We have not forgotten 
ithi^. We would encqurs^ their military s^eal, 
M^,# qualities ^cialiy miUtary, \s^^ rfwar4l 
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of hftncmrable ambition, and by rank 'and dignity 
conferred on the truly worthy, whatever may be 
their birth or condition, the elevating influence of 
which would extend from the individual posses-, 
sor to. the class from which he may have sprung. 
For the necessity of thus raising and upholding 
the military spirit, we plead: but yet the prof es- 
sisnal excellencies of the soldier must be contem- 
plated according to their due place and relation. 
Nothing is done, or worse than nothing, unless 
something higher be taught, as higher, some- 
thing more fundamental, as more mndamental. 
In the moral virtues and qualities of passion which 
belong to a people, must the ultimate salvation of 
a people be sought for. Moral qualities of a high 
order, and vehement passions, and virtuous as 
vehement, the Spaniards have already displayed; 
nor is it to be anticipated, that the conduct of 
their enemies will suffer the heat and glow to remit 
and languish. These may be trusted to them- 
selves, and to the provocations pf the merciless 
Invader. They must now be taught, that their 
strength chiefly lies in moral qualities, more silent 
in tbtir operation, more permanent in their nature ; 
in the virtues of perseverance, constancy, fortitude, 
and watchfulness, in a long memory and a quicl^ 
feeling, to rise upon a favourable summbhs, a tex- 
ture of* life which, though cut through (as hath 
beeh/fegned of the bodics.of the Angels) unites 
again— ^tGese are the virtues and qualities on which 
the Spanish People must be taught mainly to de- 
pend. These it is not in the power of their Chief? 
to' create t but they may preserve and procure to 
them ' opportunities of untolding themselves, by 
guarding the Nation against an intemperate reli- 
ance.on other qualities and other modes of exer- 
tion^ to which it could never have resorted in the 
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Bcgrcc in which . it appears to hare rcsortc3 fcr 
them without haying beer^ in contradiction to 
hsplf, paying at the same titne an indirect homage 
to its enemy. Yet, in hazarding this conditional 
censure, we are still inclined to believe, that-, in 
spnte of our deductions on the score of exaggera-^ 
tion, we have still given too easy credit to the 
accounts furnished by the enemy, pf the rashnest 
with which the Spaniards engaged ^ in pitched 
battles, and of their dismay after diefeat. For 
the Spaniards have repeatedly proclaimed, an<| 
they have inwardly felt, that their "strength waj 
from their cause— of course, that it was mora!* 
Why then should they abandon this, and "ehdea- 
TOur to prevail by means in which their opponents 
are confessedly so much superior? Moral strength 
is thcir's ; but physical power for the purposes of 
immediate or rapid destruction is on the side of 
their enemies. This is to them no disgrace, but» 
as soon as they understand themselves/ they will 
see that they are disgraced by mistrusting their ap- 
propriate stay, and throwing themselves upon a 
power which for them must be weak. Nor will it 
then appear to them a sufficient excuse, that they 
were seduced into this by the spletidid qualities df 
courage and enthusiasm, which, being the frequent 
companions, and, in given circumstances, the ne- 
cessary agents of virtue, are too often themselves 
hailed as virtues by their own title* But Cou- 
rage and enthusiasm have equally characterised 
the best and the worst' beiftgs, a Satan^ equally 
with an Abdiel — a Bonaparte equally with a 
Leonidas They are indeed indispcnsible to 
the Spanish soldiery, in order that^ man to man; 
they may not be inferior to their enemies in the 
field of battle. But inferior they ^e and long* 
Oayst be in warlike skill and ^oojness 5 inferior iti 

I 
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Iftfeqa^ed numbf r$^ and in blind mobility to th^ 

gcconccived purpose^ of their leader. If there- 
re the Spaniards are nQtsuperior in some superior 
guality, their fall qiay be predicted with the cer- 
tainty of a mathematical calculatbn. Nay^ it is 
t^ht to ajcknowledge^ however depresung to false 
hope the thdiight may be, that from apeo[4e prone 
fnd disposed to war, as the French are, through the 
yery absence of those excellencies which gtye ai 
<^tra-distinguishing. dignity to the Spanish cha* 
9Cter; th^t, from an army of men presumptuous 
. I^y nature, to whose presunq>tion the experience 
^ constant success has given the confidence and 
stnbborn strength of reason, and who balance 
s).g4in^ the devotion of patriotism the superstition 
^o n^tttfaHy jtttached by the sensual and disordi- 
ut^ to the st/ange fortunes and continual felicity 
m their Emperor ; that, from the armies of such a 
pcff 1^ 9 fnor^ mahagjs^ble enthusiasm, a courage 
|(^ u^d^r the influence of accidents, may be exr 
piicted in the confusion of immediate conflict, than 
ifofn £(>rces like the Spani^ds, united indeed by 
4pfQiiojR tto ^, common cause, but not equally 
pilitc4 by an equ%l confidence in each other, results, 
ipg from long fellowship and brotherhood in ali 
^fJ^9f:piv^bU incidents pf var and battle. Therefore, 
I fk> l)Ot h^^tate to affirm, that even the occasional 
figfit fif the Spanish l^vio^, jfrom sudden panic; under 
ur)tne4 eircuEjjtances, vould not be ^ injuripu^ 
tip the Spanish ic^use ; np, npr ^ (dishonourable 
IQ the 3p^Qi$h character, nor so ominous of ulti-^ 
ni2^ failure, as a pajanjount reliance on su- 
pfrior y^lpur, instead cf ^ principled reposal oi^ 
^ppiBfipr constancy an^ immutable resolve. Rathesr 
]^t then) have fled once ^nd again, th^n direct U^eir 
|mme ad^iir^ion fo the bla;^ and explosion of 
^iml f cmr^j iff slight pf the yM^ snd ?Mst»i|iin^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



warmth of fortitude ; ia. slight of that ihoral con- 
tempt of death and privation, which does hot 
need the stir and shout of battle to call it forth or 
stippoft it, which can smile in patience over the 
•tiff and cold wcfjand, as well as rush forward re- 
gardless, because half senseless of the fresh ao4 
bleeding one. Why did we give our hearts to the 
present cause of Spain with a fervour and elevation 
unknown to us in the commencement of the late 
Austrian or Prussian resistance to France ? Becau^ 
we attributed to the former an heroic temperament 
which would render thdr transfer to such domina- 
tion an evil to human nature itself, and an afiri^t- 
cning perplexity in the dispensaripris Of Providence. 
But if in oblivion of the prophetic wisdom of 
th^ir own first leaders in the caused they are sur- 
prised beyond the power of rallying, utteriy cast 
down^ and manacied by fearful thoughts from the 
first thunder- storm of defeat in the field, whereia 
do they differ from the Prussians and Austriaits? 
Wherein are they a People, and not a mere army 
or set of armies ? If this be iiwJeed so, what 
have we to mourn over but our own honoufafeic 
impetuosity, in hoping where no just ground df 
hope existed ? A nation, without the'virtues iieces^ 
tary for the attainment of independence, lia^ 
fcled to attiin it. This is all. For little has that 
man understood the majesty of true national free- 
dom^ who believes that a population, like that of 
Spain, in a country like that of Spain, may wairt 
the qualities needfiil to fight out their indepen- 
dence, and ,yct possess the excellencies wnich 
render men susceptible of true liberty. The Dutch, - 
the Ani^ericans^ did possess the former ; but it is, 
I fear, mote than doubtful whether tht one ever 
did, or the other ever will, evince the iiobler 
mtnraHty intfispenabde toihe latter. 
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It ^^ras not my inrcntion that the subject should 
;^t present have been pursued so far. But I have 
been carried forward by a strong wish to be of use 
in raising and steadying the minds of my country- 
men, an end to which every thing that I shall 
say hereafter (provided it be true) will contribute- 
For all knowledge of human nature leads ulti- 
mately to repose ; and I shall write to little pur- 
pose if I do not assist some portion of my readers 
to form an estimate of the grounds of hope and 
fear in the present effort of liberty against oppres- 
sion, in the present or any future struggle which 
justice will have to maintain against might. In 
fact, this is my main object, '^ the sea-mark of 
" my utmost sail:" in order that, understanding 
the sources of strength and seats of weakness, both 
in the tyrant and in those who would save or res- 
cue themselves from his grasp, we may act as 
becomes men who would guard their own liber- 
ties, and vvould draw a good use from the desire 
which they feel^ and the efforts which they are 
making, to benefit the less favoured part of the 
family of mankind. With these as my ultimate 
objects, 1 have undertaken to examine the Con- 
yention of Cintra; and, as an indispensible prepa- 
rative for forming a right judgment of this event, 
i have already faithfully exhibited the feelings of 
the people of Great Britain and of Spain towards 
each other, and have shewn by what sacred bonds 
they were united. With the same view, I shall 
Xiext proceed to shew by what barrier of aversion, 
scarcely less sacred, the people of the Peninsula 
were divided from their enemies,— their feeling* 
towards them, and their hopes for themselves; 
trusting, tjjiat I have already mitigated the dead- 
ening influences of recent calamity, and that the 
representation l^hall frame^ in the nunner which 
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has been promised, will speak in its true colours 
and life to the eye and heart of the spectator. 

The government of Asturias, which was the 
first to rise against their oppressors, thus express^ 
itself in the opening of its Address to the People 
of that Province. " Loyal Asturians ! beloved 
Countrymen ! your wishes are already fulfilled. 
The Principality, discharging; those duties which 
are niost sacred to men, has already declared war 
against France, You may perhaps dread this 
vigorous resolution. But what other measure 
could or ought we to adopt ? Shall there be found 
one single man among us, who prefers the vil6 
and ignominious death of slaves, to the glory of 
dying on the field of honour, with Arms in his 
hand, defending our unfortunate monarch, our 
homes, our children, and our wives ? If, in the 
very moment wh^n thbsfe bands of banditti were 
receiving the kindest offices and favours from^tho 
inhabitants of our Capital, they murder^ in cold 
blood upwalrds of two thousand people, for np 
other reason than their having defended thdr in* 
suited brethren, what could we expect from them, 
had we submitted to their dominion ? Their per- 
' fidious conduct towards our king and his whole 
femily, whom they deceived and- decoyed into 
France under the promise of an eternal armistice, 
in order to chain them all, has no precedent in 
history. Their conduct towards the whole nation 
is more iniquitous, than we had the right to ex- 
pect from a horde of Hottentots. They have 
{)rofaned our temples ; they have insulted our rc- 
igion ; they have assailed our wives ; in fine, thejr 
have broken all their promises, and there exists no 
right which they have not violated. To arms, 
Asturians ! to arms !" The Supreme Junta of 
Government, sitting at Seville, introduces its de* 

D 
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pkration of war in word$ to the same effect. 
" Frajice, under the government of the emperor 
Napoleon the First, has violated towards Spain the 
most sacred compacts — has arrested her monarchy 
—obliged them to a fprced and manifestly void 
abdication and renunciation; has behaved with 
the same violence towards the Spanish Nobles 
vrhom he keeps in his power — has declared that 
he will elect a king qf Spain, the most horrible 
attempt that is recorded in history-^ha§ sent hijj 
troops intp Spain, seized her fortresses and her 
Capital, and scattered his troops throughout the 
country— rhas committed against Spain 2(11 sorts olF 
assassinations, robberies, and unheard-of cruelties ; 
and this he has done with the most enormpus in- 
gratitude to the services which the Spanish pation 
has rendered France, to the friendship it has shewn 
her, thus treating it with the most dreadful per- 
fidy, fraud, and treachery, such as was never 
committed agaipst any nation Pr monarch by the 
mpst bai;barpus or ambitious king or people. He 
has in fine declared, that he will trample down 
our monarchy, our jfund^tnental laws, and bring 
about the ruin pf our holy catholic religion. — 
The only remedy therefore to such grievous ills^ 
which arc so manifest to all Europe, is in war, 
which we declare against him." The injuries^ 
done to the Portuguese Nation and Government, 
previous to its declaration of war against the 
Emperor of the French, are stated at length in 
the manifesto of the Court of Portugal, dated Rio 
Janeiro, May 1st, 1808; and to that the reader 
may be referred ; bqt upon this subject I will 
beg leave tp lay before him, the following extract 
from the Address of the supreme Junta of Seville 
^o the Portuguese nation, dated May 30th, ] 808* 
ff PoitTUiiuESB^— Your lot is, perhap9/the hardr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



a 

est fev6r endured by any people on the earth. Your 
princes were compelled to fif from you, and thd 
events in Spain have furnished an irrefragable 
proof of the absolute necessity of that measui"e.— 
You wiire ordered hdt to defend yourselves, and 
you did not defend yourselves, Junot offered td 
make you happy, and your happiness has con- 
sisted in being treated with greater cruelty thari 
the most ferocious conquerors inflict on thfe people 
whotti they have subdued by force of arms and 
aftfet the most obstinate i'esistance. You have 
been despoiled of ybur flrinces, yoUr laws, your 
tisages, yoiir custom^, your property, ^our liberty, 
evfcn ydur lives, aiid your holy religion, which 
your enemies never have respected, however they 
may, according to their custom, have promised 
to protect it, and however they may affect iind 
pretend to have any sense of it themselves. Your 
nobility has been annihilated, — ^its property con- 
fiscated in punishment of its fidelity and loyalty. 
You havfe been basely dfagged to foreign coun- 
tries, and cbmpelled to prostrate yourselves at the 
feet of the man who is the author of all your 
calamities, and who, by the most horrible perfidy, 
has usurped your government, and rules you with. 
a sceptre of iron. Even now your troops have 
left your borders, and are travelling in chains to 
die in the defence of him who has oppressed you ; 
by which means his deep malignity may accom- 
plish his purpose,^ — by destroying those who should 
constitute your strengb, and by rendering their 
lives subservient to his triumphs, and to the savage 
glory to which he aspires.-^^ — Spain beheld your 
slavery, and the horrible evils which followed itj 
with mingled sensations of grief and despaif* 
You are her brother, and she panted to fly to your 
assistance. But certain Chiefs, and a Governincnt 
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dither weak or corrupt, kept her in chains^ ?ind 
were preparing the means by which the ruin of 
our king, our laws, our independence,, our liberty, 
our lives, and even the holy religion in which wc 
are united, might accompany your's, — by which s 
barbarous people might consummate their own 
triumph, and accomplish the slavery of every 
nation in Europe ;-— our loyalty, our honour, our 
justice, could nqt submit to such flagrapj atrocity J 
We have broken our chains, — ^let us then to 
action.^ JBut the story of Portuguese sufferings 
ihall be told by Jonot himself; who, in hi» pro- 
clamation to the people of Portugal (dated Palace 
of Lisbon, June 26,), thus speaks to them : " You 
have earncslty entreated of him a king, >yho, aided 
by the omnipotence of that great monarcjh, might 
raise up again your unfortunate Country, and re- 
place her in the rank whicl^ belongs to her. 
Doubtless at this moment your new monarch is oa 
the point of visiting you. — He expects to find 
faithful Subjects — shall he find only rebels ? I ex- 
pected to have delivered over to him a peaceable 
kingdom and flourishing cities — shall I be dbliged- 
to shew him only rui»s and heaps of ashef and 
dead bodies ? — —Merit pardon by prompt sub- 
mission, and a prompt obedience to my orders ; if 
not, think of the punishment which awaits you, 
— Ev^ry city, town, or village, which shall take 
up arms against my forces, and-whose inhabitant! 
shall rise upon the French troops, shall be deli- 
^vered up to pillage and totally destroyed, and the 
inhabitants shall be put to the sword — every indi- 
vidual taken in arms shall be instantly shot.'* 
That these were not empty threats, we learn from 
the bulletins published by authority of the same^ 
Junot, which at once shew his cruelty, and th^t 
of: the persons whom he employed, and the noble 
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ffeistance of ttie f ortuguese* ^^ Wc entered Beia/^ 
^ys one of those dismal chronicles, ** in the niidst 
of great carnage. The rebels left 1200 dead on 
the field of battle ; all those taken with arms in 
their hands were put to the sword, and all the 
houses from which we had been fired upon were 
turned." Again in another, ** The spirit of in- 
sanity, which had led astray the inhabitants of 
Beia and rendered necessary the terrible chastise^- 
ment which they have received, has likewise been 
exercised in the north of Portugal/^ Describing 
another engagement, it is said, *^ the lines endea- 
voured to make a stand, but they were fprced ;r 
the massacre was terrible— more than a thousand 
dead bodies remained on the field of battle, and 
General Loison, pursuing the remainder of these 
wretches, entered Guerda with fixed bayonets.** 
On approaching Alpedrinha, they found the rebels 
posted in a kind of redoubt — " it was forced, the 
town of Alpedrinha taken, and delivered to the 
flames:" the whole of this tragedy is thus sum* 
med up — " In the engagements fought in these 
different marches, we lost twenty men killed, and 
30 or 40 wounded. The insurgents have left at 
least 13000 dead in the field> the melancholy con* 
sequence of a frenzy which nothing can justify, 
which forces us to multiply victims, whom wc 
lament and regret, but whom a terrible necessity 
obliges us to sacrifice." ^* It is thus," continues the 
writer, " that deluded men, ungrateful children 
as well as culpable citizens, exchange all their 
claims to the benevolence and protection of 
Government for misfortune and wretchedness; 
ruin their families; carry into their habitations 
desolation, conflagrations, and death ; change flou- 
rishing ciriesinto heaps of ashes — into vast tombs ; 
md bring on their whole country calamities which 
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they deserve, and from which (feeble victims () 
they cannot escape. In fine, it is thus that, 
covering themselves with opprobrium and ridi- 
cule at the isame time that they complete their 
destruction, t^ey have no other resource but the 
pity of those they have wished to assassinate-^^- 
a pity which they never have implored in vain, 
when acknowledging their crime, they have soli- 
cited pardon ftom Frenchmen, who, incapable of 
departing from their noble character, arc ever as 
generous as they are brave." — By order of Mon* 
seigneur le due d'Abrantes, Commander in chief.** 
— Compare this with the Address of Massaredota 
the Biscayans, in which there is the like avowal 
that the Spaniards are to be treated as Rebels. 
He tells them, that he is commanded by his 
master, Joseph Bonaparte, to assure them — " that, 
in case they disapprove of the insurrection in the 
City of Bilboa, his majesty will consign to ob- 
livion the mistake and error of the Insurgents, 
and that he will punish only the heads and begin- 
ners of the insurrection, with regard to whom the 
law must take its coursed 

To be the victim of such bloody-mindedness is 
^ doleful lot for a Nation; and the anguish must 
have been rendered still more poignant by the 
scoffs and insults, and by that heinous contempt 
of the most awful truths, with which the Perpetra- 
tor of those cruelties has proclaimed them. — 
Merciless ferocity is an evil familiar to our 
thoughts ; but these combinations of malevolence 
historians have not yet been called upon to record ; 
and writers of fiction, if they have ever ventured 
to create passions resembling them, have confined, 
out of reverence for the acknowledged constitu- 
tion of human nature, those passions to repro- 
bate Spirits. Such tyranny is, in the strictest 
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BttiBty intolerlable; not because it alms attheex-r 
tinction of life, but of every thing which g\vc$ 
life its value— -of virtue, of reason, of repose i^ 
jGod, or in truth. With what heart may we sujv 

{)ose that a genuine Spaniard woujd read the fol- 
owing impious address from the Deputation, a9 
iJiey were falsely called, of his apostate country- 
pien at Bayonne, seduced or compelled to asscm? 
ble under the eye of the Tyrant, and speaking as 
he dictated ? ^^ Dear Spaniards, Beloyed Gjuntryr 
jnen ! — rYour habitations, your cities, yqur power, 
and your property, are as dear to us as ourselves; 
and we wish to keep all of you in our eye, that 
yje may be able to establish your security. — ^We, 
^s well 4s yourselves, are bound in allegiance tQ 
th^ old dynasty — to her, to whom an end ha$ 
been put by that God -like Providence which rulc$ 
^11 thrones and sceptres. We haye seen the great- 
jBst states fall under the guidance of this rule, an4 
ouf land alone has hitherto escaped the same fate. 
An unavoidable destiny has now overtaken ouy 
country, and brought us under the protection of 
the inyincible Emperor of France. — ^We know that 
you will regard our present situation with th? 
utmqsf consideration ; and we have accordingly, 
in this conviction, been uniformly conciliating the 
friendship to which we are tied by so many obli- 
gations. With what admiration must we see the 
benevolence and humanity of his imperial and 
royal Majesty outstep our wishes — qualities wluch 
are even more to be admired than his great power {; 
He has desired nothing else, than, that we shoulci 
be indebted to hirp for our welfare. Whenever 
he gh'^es ps a sovereign to reign over us in the 
person of his magnanimous brother Joseph, he 
yvill consummate our prosperity.— As he ha$ been 
pleased to change our old system of laws, it be- 
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comef m to obeji and to live in tranquillity : a§ hi 
has also promised to re-organize oar financial sjrs- 
tettif we may hope that then our naval and mili- 
tary power will become terrible to our enemies, 
dec." — rhat the^ Castilianfi were horror-stricken by 
the above blasphemies, which are the habitual 
language of the French Senate and Ministers to 
their Emperor, is apparent from an address dated 
Valladolid,— ** He (Bonaparte) carries his audacity 
the length of holding out to us offers of happiness 
;and peace, while he is laying waste our country^ 
pulling down our churches, and slaughtering out 
brethren. His pride, cherished by a band of 
villains who are constantly anxious to offer incens6 
on his shrine, and tolerated by numberless victims 
who pine in his chains, has caused him to con- 
ceive the fantastical idea of proclaiming himself 
Lord ijtnd Ruler of the whole world. There is no 
atrocity which he does not commit to attain that 
end ******. Shall these outrages, these ini- 
quities, remain unpunished while Spaniards— ^ind 
Castilian Spaniards — ^yet exist ?" 

Many passages might be adduced to prove that 
die carnage and devastation spread over their land 
have not afflicted this noble people so deeply as^ 
this more searching warfare against the conscience 
and the reason. They groan less over the blood 
which has been shed, than over the arrogant 
assumptions^ of beneficence made by him from 
whose order that blood has flowed. Still to 
be talking of bestowing and conferring, and 
to be happy in the sight of nothing but what 
he thinks he has bestowed or conferred, this, in 4 
man to whom the weakness of his felloWs has 
given great power, is a madness of pride more 
hideous than cruelty itself. We have heard of 
Attila and Tamerlane >who called themselves the 
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«cbirfge3 oTGod," afnd rejtoWed hf pe»«hatiffg the' 
tfeftors of Providence ; bnt sucH monsters do less, 
o&tm^ to the' reason than he who afrdgates to* 
hiihscif the gentle and gracious attribnt^s <rf the * 
Bcify.': IHf the one acts ^rof^lsedly from th« tem-^ 
perance of reason, the other avowedly in th^ gusts- 
of piisslon; Throtigli 1:he terrors of the Stopreme 
Ruler of Ihitigs, as sfet forth by works of de^truc-^' 
tioh iOfd rfcijri, we 6ecf but darkly ; we may reve- 
^!ft€C the xhastisement, may fear it with awe, but 
if is not nStiiral to incline towdrdsit in lovfc : more-' 
over, ' devastation passes away-*-a perishing power* 
among things that perish : whereas to found, and' 
to build, t04:reate and to institute, to bless through 
Messing, this has to do with objects where we trust 
we can sec clearly, — it reminds us of tfrhat we 
love,^t aims at permanence,—- and the sorrow is,' 
(as in the present instance the people of Spain feel) 
'that it may last; that, if the^iddy and iiitoxicated 
Pcing who proclaims that he does thes'fe' things 
with the eye and through the miglit of Providence' 
be not overthrown, it will last ; that it needs must 
last ; — ^and therefore would they hate and abhor him 
and his pride, even if he were not cruel'; if he 
were merely'ah image of mortal prfesumptibn thtust 
in between them and the piety which is WamraI*l:o 
the heart of man; between them and that religious 
worship wifich, as authoritatively as his' reason 
forbids idolatry, that- same reason comm^ds.' 
Accordinglyi labouring under these vrolanoni done 
to their fnoral nature, they describe themselves^ in' 
the anguish of their souls, treated as a people at 
once dastardly and insehsiki^. In the same spirit 
they make it even matter* of complaint, aS' com- 
paratively a far greater evil, that they h^vc not' 
fkllen by the brute violence of open war, but by^ 
deceit arid perfidy, by a subtle undermining, or 

E 
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a0<ittfli|miiw onrthtw of thoie prmciptot o€ 
good hiths tbrougli prevalence of which, in scuae 
d<cx^» or under Kioie modificatioQ qs <^^i 
ftmiliMi cooununitieflt, n people, or wy franae 
of hoDWo society^ evcte destroying wnicia th^mn. 
aehres cu exist* ^ 

But enough of their wrongs ; let iis now.see what' 
iMre their coMC^tions^ their re$olves> fpfl thfiir 
hopes^ f^rst, they neither murmur nor rcpiije ; 
hot with genuine religion and philosophy they reA 
cagnise in these drvudfiil visitations the ways of a 
henign Providence^ and find in them cause fo? 
tbankfulaets. The Council of Castile ^hort the 
pt^4e of Madrid ^fto cast o^ their lethargv, and 
punfy their manners, a^d to acknowledge the ca- 
lainities which the kingck)m and that. great capital 
bad endured as a pupisbment necessary to their 
o^vxeorion/* Gepend Moria in his address to 
the citiMns of Cadi* thus speaks to them :*-" The 
eommotton, nmre or less vicJent, which has uken 
place in the whole peninsula of Spiun, has becaof 
eminent service to rouse ys from the sta^ of le^ 
tbargy in which we indulged,4uid to make us ac^ 
quainted imb our rights, our glory, and the in«> 
^iolifele dwy wluch we owe to our holy reli|^ 
aed otsr osdnaich. We wanted son^ electric stroke 
in rouse us from our paralytic state of inactivity ; 
vf€ stood in need of a humcane to clear the atmos^ 
phere of the insatubrious vapours with which it 
HM loi^.**t^The onammity with which thewHole 
l|€ople were ifected thty rightly deem an indicv 
tmn of wi|dom» an authority^ and a sanction,7^and 
^ey rdcff it to its highest source '^ The defence 
of our coviBtry Md our king,*' (says a m a n ife st o 
of the Jgmta of Seville) ^^ that of our laws, our 
reU^oni and oCidHhe righu of niaD^ trodden dowi^ 
ai«d vtpfatcd ia A mMfici which is wit^ 
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tm tro^t m Sp$m, cooifslled die whok mdoci to 
tite tfp «^5 tdd ellocMie itsdf a fem df govtr*^ 
, aienf^ and/inf the dtifiiGiiitias andda^ngers inw 
^idi fh^'Flttich iHid pHiilged ft^ afl^ or marly 
iiH the'^ifdvlntts, as it wore by the mspiratiM df 
feeiiten^ a»tf in a maniA^f litde sbott of mimciiUHMi 
tte^te'dtSiityye^ Jumas^ delivered themsehes up i» 
\lkm: gdidaAce, arid placed tti their hands the ri^i 
llhd the ttlitmate fate df Spain* ttk effects h«P« 
irirhertb ihost happily corre«potided with the de«» 
signs rftbtwe Who ftlrmed wem.** 

Wi^tftid geiicn'al ooiifidencei that the highe^ 
gocWl may be fercMi^tontofthe worst calimities^ 
they haye tdtfibined a solace, which is tooch^fed 
drfy toswrh imtiem as ean r^cd to memory iht U* 
iiStnotis deedsof their ancestors. The Barnes of Pe<» 
Isyo afkl t^eCid are Ae w^tch-words of the addnm 
id thepeople dPLeon ; afnd they are told that to these 
*wo deliverers of thek country, 4nd to the senti- 
teents of ehthusiasdn which ttoe^ excited in cveiV 
t^reastj-Spain owes the gloty and happiness which 
she has so hmg enjdyed. The Biscay^ are called 
to cast their eyes upon ^e ages whtdK are past/ 
ami) they will see their ancestors at ofte time ro« 
putstng the Carthaginians, at another destroying the 
betrdes of Rome ; at oxt^ period was granted totbeta 
the distinction 6( serving in the van of the armyi 
at another the prii41egc of cit«ens. 'tlmitate,** 
eays the address, " the glorious example of yooT 
worthy pro^nitors.'* The Astorians, theGolltcianSy 
and th^ city W Cordova, are exhorted in the samt 
manner, And^sm-ely u> a people thus united ii 
their mjnds with the herobm of years which have 
been long departed^ and living under such obliga** 
tion of gratitude to their ancestors, it is not diffi* 
txilt, nay it is natural, to take upon ditmselves tbi^ 

a 2 
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<rf7W»bprn» ^ijst9 to whlcft, tlte^.^haUi-fe^Kft.^-^ 
wntlyi contributed ; .aod.tftat -c4f:l\i#n4Jh;; foriififil 
^y these t;htoughtb-jsh9tofd iWlrt$|WT[cl<ap2#r.fcF 
hinwclf^ becwseli i»'*e awu»ed:iii^J\qr.^J^a|fi lw 
\iis dountry. — *f life pr DeatbV' sjij^sa psft^IaxB^tiwi 
tfixjcdmthc most public pl^Kcfi^[5''§wiUe,^^i$,f9 
this criffl» ijadiffcKftts-rrye w:tM>:. 3haU^ r? tm^n 4»W 
icCQivc.tbe rewa<a of-gratit\Kte.in tftftcojibr^fic^ ^ 
yqursjjfauatry, wbieh^sh^U^JpWdaim you b^ir4e|if 
vercrs ; — ye whofft li^ven destines to sc^l W^ yov^i 
Ho<M A*jnd^{>er\den^6 of ypur rJa^ri^i^ djq b<>Aour 
pf your..vyQm^n, ^ftd; the pvffity .of jb^, rfsUgioii 
jriikh :y? profe^sS, . do^ Aot drg a4 the *ngui*b p( tb* 
l4sfe;n>oifnem0.r r^r^mb^r, in tbe&e mpweojs ttj^t 
tb^re^ar^ in our be^ts in^xhaostibjic .teaps, of ^tiei^r 
deiti^ss tp 5hed over y<>ur graves, aiid fervtn^prayer^ 
to which thef Almighty i^tberof mc^ciq? wUl leb4 
an ^»r, to grant: yoii d glory superior -^ that whi^ 
they who survive you sh^I.eiy^y." ;^d,i^ fa(jt 
it ought never to De fiorgotten, that the %aai^ds ^ 
have not wilfully blinded .them»elvesv but, ha?? ' 
steadily fiwd their eyes not only upon danger w4 
upon deaths but upon a deplorable issa^of th^ ooor 

.tesft. They have contemplated their subjugation a^ 
a thing possible. The next extract, from the paper 
entitled Precautions, (and the satnc language ^ 
holden by^any others) will show in what manner 
alone they reconcile themselves to it. '^ ThcrefcM-ei, 
k is necessary to sacriSce our lives and property 

^ in defence of the king, and of the country ; and, 
though our lot (which we hope will iiever come to * 
pass) should destine us to become slaves, let w 
become so tighting and dying like -gallant men, 
not giving ourselves up basely to the yoke like 
sheep>as the late infamous government would have 
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dqiifi aiid'fisuilg ufqn Sp^i^^and hex sUyery eter-^ 
Ml igO»niny andj^giacc.'' ,» '; i 

..Bhc let us QQW boartl^em; a$ Incomes men with 
such f<^ngs, express m^ra chef F^g wd boM«jr 
ihopes rising fro9)r{a confidence in xh^ supriemiK^y 
of J4jMiMi---ihppe$ wh^^ howeyer.thei^ Tyrant frc^ 
the, ii^n fortresses of :his |>olicy may ^coif at thqaa 
and at those wbq()pni(€^ained' t^t^i will. ri^p4^ 
th^r memory d^r to* all good ^nytx^ <when his 
name will be pronaHACie4 <wirh uiijiv^^sal ihkQTr 
fence* .. 

A' ^ Euro] 
apf^af^d our el 
luJ/i Gennaii 
suffer under t 
wiU . eagerly 
opportunity, fa 
otF the yoke s 
<heir monarch 
.by that natii 
erase the staii 
tools and insti 
heinpus. She 
causfv Sheh 
•the idle pret 
never came, a 
the empire o 
and in a state 
are respected 
addedi a hop< 

more to themselves, and lies more within their 
own power, namely, a hop^ that they shall he 
able in their progress towards liberty^ tQ inflict con- 
dign punishment on their cruel and perfidious ene- 
mies. The Junta of Seville, in an Address to the 
People of Madrid, ea^press themselves thus : 
'\ People of Madrid ! Seville has learned, with 
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tropbe of the second ^ May ; ^he weakness <X 
*A^OTermiieDtwhfcb did-notfeingmottr favows— 
^faicb onkr^ aiYB^ ^to k>t dk^died ogmMt f<m^, 
mnd your heroic Mdi^fices. Slessed be ye, ttid 
7«uf memory^ 4hill sWifie ibfmoital innhe i^ik 
4ff our nfaii^^.*''^'^6be hiis seen i^k tiAnm* Akkk 
d)e author c^ tfl- your ni3J<b)tMie^ ind ol&afii 
lias mibNsted>b •preclan^ati^n,- in' which fte^is^ 



4igaiAsl'#hom terufelties were cdtnmittcd, wfiiA 
«httke th^-^hwttwtn fiinie with- horror. W«, all 
Spain, exelifto — thfe'SpanisK blood shed iir Madrid 
cries sdevid for' t eveflge f Cbrtrfbrt yoursdres; wfe 
areyottiT'fardfhcetr: we will fight fike- you, untfl. 
il>€ fSrish m':dcfehding our king and country. 
Assist us with your good wishe$, and your con;- 
ijinual prafyeriy-olftred up to the Most High, whoth 
«e iidorc, ^ndwfio cannot fofsake us, because he 
neverforsakes a just cause.*' Again, in the con- 
clusion 6f their address to the People of Portugal, 
t)uoted before, " The umrersal cry of Spam is, 
w* will die in defence of our country, but w^ivHl 
take cate that those infamous enetnies' sh«I die 
w^th us. Come then, )% generous PortugUexe, 
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pergd: 
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subject, the paper entitled " PruauHonsS^ a coor^ 
trast thia to the impious niockery of. Pravid^nce^ 
exhibited by the Tyrant 112 some {^asaage^^ here--- 
totore ^pted ! '^ Car^ahall be taken toexplaia 
to the cation, a^ to convince them that, whea 
free, as we. trust. ta-i?e» from this civil war, ta 
which the French have forced us, and when place4 
in a state of tranqvillity^^ our Lord apd Ki^g, Fer*- 
4inapd VII, being reitpr^ to the throioe of Spain, 
under him and by him^ iht Corts^ vgiil be^ asssm^ 
Uidp fihus^ reformed f and si\ch lawi^ shall be. 
enacted, as th^, circuinst^nces of .th& time and 
experience may dictate for the public good and 
happiness. Things which we Spaniards know 
how to do, which we have done as well as other 
nationv without any necessity that the sWc French 
fhoulrd come ta instruct, us, and, according to 
their custom^ under the mask of f^^Adstup, should 
deprive us of our liberty, our laws, &c, &$." 

One extract more and I shall conclude. It is 
^om a proclamation dated Oviedo, July 17th* 
*' Yes^^pain with the energies qf liberty has to 
epfit^nd whh France d#ilitat^d b^ slavery* If 



Digithzed by VjOOQ IC 



40 

she remaitl firnf iitid constant^ Spain will triumph, 
^^holc prfoplc is more powerful than disciplined 
armies. Those/ who unite to maintain the inde«- 
]iendence of their country, must triumph ovc^ 
tyranny. Spain will irie%*itably conquer^ in z 
cause the most just that has ever raised the deadly 
weapon of war ; for she 6^t8, not for the con- 
^rns of a, day, bijt for the security and happiness 
of ages; not for an insulated privilege, but for 
the rights <)f human natureV not for temporal 
blessings, but for eternal hdppiness j not for the 
benefit of one nation, but^ for all man^^ind, and 
even for France herself/* ^ 

I will now beg of my reader to pause a momenf , 
and to review in his own mind the whole of what 
lias been laid before him. He has seen of what 
Jcind, and hpw great have been the injuries en-* 
durcd by these two nation* ; what they have suf^- 
fered, and what they have to fear; he has seen 
rtiat they have felt with that unanimity which 
nothing but the light of truth spread over the 
inmost concerns of human nature can create; 
with that sipnultaneousness which has led Philoso- 
phers upon hkc occasions to assert, that the voicg 
of the people is the voice of God. He has seen 
that they have submitted as far as hunun nature' 
could bear; and that at last these milljions of suf- 
fering people have risen almost like one man, with 
one hqpe; for whether they look to triumph or 
defeat, to victory or death, they are fuH of hopi? 
—despair fcomes pot near them— they will die, 
they say-— each individual knows the ganger, and, 
strong in the magnitude of it, grasps eagerly at 
the thought that he himself is to perish; and 
more eagerly, and with higher confidence, does he" 
Jay to bis heart the faitlyhat the nation will sur- 
vive and be idctpriousiJbr, at the worst, Ictthij 
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Cdnttst temiituite how it may as to superiprity 6t 
outward strength^ that the fortitude and the mar- 
tyrdom, the Justice and the blessing, are their** 
and cannot be relinquished. And not only are 
they niioved by these exalted sentiments of univer- 
^ m6rality, and of direct and universal concern 
to mankind, which have impelled them to resist 
evil and to endeavour to punish the evil-doer, 
but also they descend (for feven this, great ay in 
itself it is, may be here considered as a descent) 
to express a rational hope of reforming domestic 
abuses, and of re-constructing, out of the niate- 
rials of their ancient institutions, customs, imd 
laws, a better frame of civil government, the same 
in the great outlines of its architecture, but ex- 
hibiting the knowledge, and genius, and the 
needs of the present race, jiarmoniously blended 
with those of their fore&thers. Woe, then, to 
the unworthy who intrude with their hel|) to matn^ 
tain this most sacred cause! It calls aloud for 
the aid of intellect, knowledge^ and love, and re- 
jects every other. It is in vaih to send forth armies 
if these do not inspire and direct them. The 
stream is as pure as it is mighty, fed by ten thou- 
sand springs in the bounty of untainted nature; 
any augmentation from the kennels and sewers of 
Ruilt and baseness may clog, but cannot streng- 
then it.— It is not from any thought that I am 
communicating new information, that I have dwelt 
thus long upon this subject, but tp recall to the 
reader his own knowledge, and t^ re-infrise into 
that knowledge a breath and' life of appropriate 
feeling; because the bare sensi of wisdom ii 
nothing without its powers, and it is only in these 
feelings that the powers of wisdom'exist. If then 
We do not forget that the Spanish and Portuguese 
Nations stand upon the loftiest ground of prine^^ 
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and passioDi ahd do not suffer on oKr part those 
sympathies to languish which a few months since 
were so strong, and do> not negligently or timldly^ 
descend from those heights of magnanimity to 
which as a nation we werq nused, when they first; 
represented to us their wiongs and entreated out! 
aiisistance, and we devoted ourselves sincerely and 
earnestly to their service^ making with them a- 
common cause under a common hope ; if we are 
true ill all this to them and to ourselves^, we shall 
not be at a loss to conceive what actions are en- 
titled to our eomn>endatk>n as being in the spirit 
of a friendship so nobly begun, and tending assu- 
redly to promote the common welfare; and what 
are abject, treacherous, and pernicious, and there- 
fore to be condemned and abhorred. Is then, I 
may now ask, the Convention of Cintra an act of 
. this latter kind i Have the Generals, who signed and 
ratified that agreement, thereby proved themselves 
unwonhy asfsoCiates in such a cause ? And has the 
Ministry, by whose appointment these men were 
enabled to act in this manner, and whictv sanc- 
tioned the Convention by permitting them to carry 
it into execution, thereby taken to itself a weight 
of guilt, in which the Nation must fe?l that it 
participates, until the transaction shall be solemnly 
reprobated by the Government, and the remote 
and immediate authors of it biK>ught to merited 
punishment? An answer to each of these ques- 
tions will be implied in the proof which will be 
given that the condemnation, which the People 
did with one voice pronounce upon this Conven- 
tion when it first became known, was just; that' 
the nature of the ofience of those who signed is 
was such, and established^ by evidence cf such a 
kind, making so imperious an exception to the 
ordinary course of action, that there was no need^ 
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to watthtre ior the decision of a Court of Judi^ 
cature, jbnt that the P«>pk were compelled by a 
necessity involved in the very constitution of man 
as a iixral Being to pass sentence upon them. 
And this I shall prove by trying this act of their's 
l^. principles of justice which are q£ universal 
obligation) and by a reference to those moral sen- 
timents which rise out of that retrospect of things 
whkh^ has been given. 

I shall now proceed to facts. The dispatches 
<rf Sir Arthur Wellesley, containing an account 
of his hairing defeated the enemy in two several 
engsigements^ spreadjoy through the nation. The 
latter action 4ippeated to have been decisive, and 
the result cc^y be thus briefly reported, in a never 
to be forgotten sentence ot Sir Artbur^s secoi^d 
letter. *^ In this action/' says he, ** in which 
the whole of the French force in Portugal was 
empl^ed, under the command of the Due 
D*Abraktbs in person, in which the enemy was 
certainly superior in cavalry and artillery, and in 
which not more than half of the British army was 
actually engaged, he sustained a signal defeat, and 
has lost thirteen pieces of cannon, &c. &c;" In 
<he official communication, made to the public of 
these dispatches, it was added, that "a Gkneral 
officer had arrived at the British head-quarters to 
treat for term^." This was joyful intelligence! 
First, an immediate, effectual, and honourable 
deliverance of Portugal was confidently expected : 
secondly, the humiliation and captivity of a large 
French army, and just punishment, from the hands 
of the Portuguece government, of the most atro- 
cious offenders in that army and among those 
who, having held civil offices under it, (especially 
if Portuguese) had, in contempt of all law, civil 
and mihtary, notoriously abused the power which 
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they had treasonably accqited: thirdly, in this 
presumed surrender oif the army, a dimtntitioo t>f 
the enemy's military force was Iboked to, whtch, 
after the losses he had already sustaihed in Spain, 
would ttiost sensibly weaken it : and lastly, and 
&r aboire this, there was an anticipation of a shock 
to his power^ where that power is strongest, in the 
imaginations of men, which are sure to^l under 
the bondage of long-continued success. The 
judicious part of the nation fixed their atteihtion 
chiefly on th^e results, and they had good cause 
to rejoice. They-^also Tcceivcd with pleasure this 
additional proof (which indeed with tne unthink- 
ing many, as after themctory of lifatda, weighed 
too much,) of the superiority in courage and dis^ 
dpline of the Bridsh soldiery over the French, and 
of the certainty of success whenievcr our army 
was led on by men of ^ven rcspecftible niilitary 
talents against any equal or not too greatly 
disproportionate number of the enemy. 6ut 
the 1 pleasure was damped in the minds of re- 
fleering persons by several causes. ^It bcca- 
sioned ri^et and perplexity, that they bad 
not heard more of the Portuguese. They knew 
what that People had suffered, and how they had 
risen ;— -remembered the languagie of the.prbclama- 
tion . addjressed to them, dated August the 4th, 
and signi^ Charles Cotton and Abthub Wbl- 
XjssLSY, in which they (the Portuguese) were told^ 
that *^ The British Army had been sent in coriie- 

?uence of arden;t supplications firobi ^1 parts of 
torti^rthat the glorious struggle, in which 
they are , engaged, is for all that is dear to cilan ; 
that the noble strug|le ag^nst the tyrat^ny -and 
usurpation of France will ht jointly maintsuo^d by 
Portugal, Sp4in, and England.'* Why then, it 
was asked, do we not hear more of tl^d^e who 'arc 
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this Contest ? They -apjlearcd io have had Iktlt 
share in cither en^agdment; (Se€ Appen^x A.) 
mid; khile'the Preinrh were abundantly praised^ 
no word of cdmrncndatidn Was found for ^iem. 
Had they deserved to bfe thus »eglected ? The 
body of the People by a^neral rising had tprovod 
their zeal and courage, their animosity ^oWaards 
their enemies, their hktred of them^ It ijras there- 
fore apprehended, from this siklice respecting thfc 
P<Htugue2e, that their Chiefs might either be 
distracted b^ fiUrtions, or blinded by Selfish inte- 
rests, or that they mistrusted rf>cir Allids. Situated 
as Portugal then was, it would argue gross igno- 
rance bf, human n^ure to have expected that 
unanimity should prevail among all the several 
aUttborities or Ididing persons, as to the meknstx^ 
be employed: it y^as enough, that the^ looked 
wjith one feeling to the ertdy namely, an honour-^ 
able deliverance of their cfoilntry and security ibr 
its Ind^pefndence in conjunction with the liberw 
ation and iindependonte of Spain. It was there- 
fore absolutely necessary to make allowance for 
some divi$k)n ini conduct fVom difference of opi- 
nion* Instead of acquiescing in the first feelings 
of dis^pl^ointment, our GomoMinders ought to 
have used the best means to win the confidence 
of the Pbrtugueze Chiefs, and to induce them to 
regard the British as dispassionate arbiters; they 
ought to h^ve endeavoured to excite a genuine 
patriotic spirit wh^e it appeared wanting, and to 
assist in creating for it an organ by which it might 
act. Were these things dmie ? or, if such evils 
existed among thePortoguete, was ^ remedy or 
alleviation attfcpipted ? Sir Arthur Wclleslcy h&s 
told us^ before the Board of Inquiry, that he msule 
»pplicationsf ta the Portuguese Generali FasU|for 
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FuBRB upon such conditions only as made Sir 
ibtbor tkem k more advisable to refuse than 
accept his co-operation: and it is alleged that, 
in his geneml expectations of assistance^ he was 
ffreatly 4}isappointed« We ai^ not disposed to 
deny, that sach ciuse &x complaint mi^i exist; 
but that ndidj and upon no provocation on our 
part, requires confirmation by other testimony. 
And surely, the Portugueie have a right to be 
heard -in answer to this accusation, before they are 
condenmed. Fbr they have supplied no fact from 
dieir own hands, which tends to prove that they 
were languid in the cause, or that they had un- 
reasonable jealousies of the British Army or Nation, 
or dispositions towards them which were other than 
fheadly. Now there is a fact, furnished by Sit 
Anhur Wellesley himself, which may seem to 
render k in the highest degree probable that, pre* 
viously to any recorded or palpable act of disre- 
gard or disrespect to the situation and feelings of 
the Portugueze, the general tenour of his bearing 
towards mem might have been such that they 
could not look favourably upon him ; fhat he was 
not a man framed to conciliate them, to compose 
their differences, or to awaken or strengthen their 
zeal. I allude to the passage in his letter above 
quoted, where, having occasion to speak of the 
French General, he has found no name by which 
to des^natehim but that of Due D'Abaaktes 
•—words necessarilv implying, that Bonaparte, who 
had taken i:^on himself to confer upon General 
Junot this Portugueze title with Portugueze do-** 
mains to support it, was lawful Sovereign of that 
Country, and that consequentl;^ the Portugueze 
Nation were rebels, and the British Army, and he 
hinuelf at the liead of it^ aiders and abettors of 
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%hit rebellion. It wouM be absurd to supposcf, 
that Sir Arthur Wcllcsley, at tlw time when he 
usied these words^ was aware of the meanii^ leaUy 
myolved in them : let them be deemed an oversight. 
But the capability of suck an oversight afi^ds 
tdo strong suspicion of a deadness to the moral 
interests of the cause in which he was engaged,^ 
aild .of such a want of sympathy with the just 
feelings of his injured Ally as couM exist only 
m a nund naiarowed by exdusive and overween* 
ing attention to the miliUtry character, led astray 
by vanity^ or hardened by general habits of con*- 
temptuottsness. These words, ^^ Duklb of Absan-* 
TBS m ferson,'' wer^ indeed words of bad omen t 
and tbmking men trembled for the consequences^r 
They saw plainly^ that, in ^e opinion of the ex-^ 
alted Spaniard^-— of those assuredly who framed, 
aad of all who had felt, that affbcting Proclama- 
tion addressed by the Junta of Seville to the 
Portu^eze people, he must appear utterly unwor- 
thy of the. station in which lie had been placed^ 
He had been sent as a deliverer-— as an assertor and 
avenger of the rights of human nature. But 
these words would carry with them every where 
the conviction, that Portugal and Spain, yea, Hh 
which was good in England, or iniquitous in France 
or in Frenchmen, was forgotten, and his head 
A2II only of himself, miserably conceiting that he 
swelled the importance of his conquered antago- 
nist by sounding titles and phrases, come from^ 
whsu quarter they might; and that, in proportioa 
as this was done, he magnified himself and hia^ 
atchievemcnts. It was plain, then, that here wasa^ 
man, who,, having not any feUow-feciing withti» 
people whom he had> been conuxiissioned to aidy 
could not kiiow. where their strength lay, and 
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thepdbt^ ^uld not turn it to account, nor b^jr bi^ 
example call it forth or cherish it ; but that, if 
Ins fi^tue conduct should be in the same spirit, he 
must be a blighting wind wherever his influence 
was carried : for he had neitWr felt t|ie wrongs of 
kis allies nor been induced by cpmmo^ worldly 
prudence to afiect to feel them, or at least to dis^ 
guise his insensibility ; and therefore what could 
follow, but, i& despite of victory and outward de- 
monscrations' of joy^ inward disgust and depres-^ 
sion^ These fdBeGtio>s interrupted the satisfac- 
tion of mkny ; but mpre from fear of future con-^ 
sequences than for the immediate enterpiize, for 
here success seenaed inevitable ; and a happy* and 
glori(ms termination was confidently expected, yet 
not lylthout that intermixture of apprehension, 
i9^hich,was at once an acknowledgment of the 
geueial condition of humanitv, and a proof of the 
deep interest attached to the unpending event. 

Sir Arthur Weklcsley*s dispatches had appeared 
in the Gazette on the 2d of September, and on the 
l6th of the same month suspence was put an end 
to by the publication of Sir Hew DalryocmleV 
letter, accompanied with the Armistice and Con^^ 
isention. The night before, by order of minislers, - 
an attempt had been made at rejoicing, and the 
Park and Ibwer guns had been fired m sign of 
good news.-r-Heaven ^ant th^t the ear« ol that 
gre^t'city may be preserved from sucJi another 
QUtiage! As soon ^ the truth was known, never 
MRU mere such a burst of rage and indignation — 
such an overwhelming of stupefstcticm and sorrow* 
fiut I will not, I cannot dwell upon it~-it is enough 
t9 saY, that Sir Hew Qalrymple and Sir Arthur 
Wel(esley must he hold oien it they can think o£ 
what oiust have been reported to them without 
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aWfe dnd trembling ; the heart of their country Wii 
turned agadnst theni, ^nd they were execrated iii 
bitterness. 

For they had changed all things into their con- 
traries, hope into dfespair; trium'pli into defeat; 
confidence into treachery, which left no place td 
stand upon ; justice into the keenest injury. — 
Whoirt had they delivered but the Tyrant iri 
captivity ? Whdse hahds had they bound but those 
of their Allies, who iVere able of themselves td 
have executed their own purposes ? Whom had 
' they punished but the innOcent sufFeter ? Whom' 
revtrarded hui the guiltiest of Oppressors ? They 
had reversed every thing : — fevouf and honour for 
their enemies^nsult for their fiierfds— arid robbery 
(thejr.had both protected the person of the robber 
and secured to hirh his booty) and opprobrium for, 
themselves ; — to those over whom they'had been 
masters, who had crouched to theini by ari open 
act of submission, they had made themselves ser- 
vants, turning the British Lion into a beast of bur- 
then, to carry a vanquished enemy, with his load of 
iniquities, when and whither it had pleased him. 

Suth issue would have been a heavy cak* 
mity at any time; but now, when we ought 
W have risen abov6 ourselves, and if possible t6 
have been foremost in the strife of honour and 
magnanimity ; now, when a new-born power had 
been arrayed against the Tyrant, the only one 
which ever offered a glimpse of hope to a sane 
riiind, the power of popular resistance rising out 
of universal reason, and from the heart af human 
naturc,^-and by a peculiar providence disembar- 
rassed from the imbecility, the cowardice, and the^ 
intrigues of a worn-out government — ^that at this 
thne we, the most favoured nation upon earth, 
should have acted as if it had been our £m to 

G 
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level to the ground by one blow' this lonff-wishcd- 
for spirit, whose birtn wc had so joyfaUy hailed^ , 
and by which even our own glory, our safety, our 
existence, were to be. maintained ; this was verily 
a surpassing afHicrion to every man who had a 
feeling of lue beyond his meanest concerns ! 
. As soon as men had recovered from the shock, 
and could bear to look somewhat steadily at these 
documents, it was found that the gross body of 
the transaction, considered as a military transaction^ 
was this ; that the Russian fleets of nine sail of the 
line, which had been so long watched, and could 
not have escaped, was to be delivered up to* us ;> 
the ships to be detained till six months after the 
end of the war, and the sailon sent home by us, 
:cted in their voyage through 
id to be -at liberty to fi^t 
)ur ally, the king c^ Sweden, 
ch army of more than twenty 
y beaten, and no longer able 
, cut off from all possibility 
[nents or suppUes, and in the 
untry loathing and abhorring 
ted wkh its arms, ammuni^ 
the expence of Great Britain, 
i landed within a few days 
jh frontier, — there to be at 
lostiiities immediately ! 
iracteristic which distinguishes 
)m others, and looking^at this 
air between two armies, what 
)rovoke the accusation of laot 
en future toils and dangers, 
the burthen to the shoulders 
rerpressed ! — ^W^hat infatua- 
imprisoned foe to the very 
had had wings, he would 
4 
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have flown 1 This last was an absurdity as glaring 
as if, the French having landed on our own island^ 
x^t had taken them from Yorkshire to be set on 
shore in Sussex ; but ten thousand times worse ] ^ 
from a place where without our interference they 
had been virtually blockaded, where 
cut off, hopeless, useless, and disgraced^ 
an efficient part of a mighty host, c 
strength of their numbers, and alas! t 
of their glory, (not to meqtion the sigl 
plunder) to animate that host ; while 
army, more numerous in the proportion of three to 
two, with all the population and resources of the 
peninsula to aid it, within ten days sail of it's ,own 
country, and the sea covered with friendly shipping 
at it's back, was to make a long march to en- 
cbunter this same epemy, (the British forfeiting 
instead of gaining by the treaty as to superiority 
of numbers, for that this would be the case! was 
clearly foreseen) to encounter, in a new condition o^ 
strength and pride, those whom, by its deliberate 
act, it bad exalted^ — having taken from itseli^ 
meanwhile, all which it had conferred, and bearing 
ir^to the presence of its noble ally an infection or 
despondency and^disgrace. The motive assigned 
for all this, was the great importance 6f gaming 
time ; fear of an open beach and of equinoctial 
gales for the shipping; fear thatt reinforcements 
could not'be landed ; feat of famine ;-T-feat of every 
thing but dishonour ' (f^^^ y44^4iPnAix. 7^\ 

The nation had t: 
surrender immediat 
posing that Sir Arth 
the whole truth, tl 
expectation. It has 
dence given before t 
Arthur Wcllesley es 
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p command (Sir Harry Barrard) to piirsiie the 
defeated enemy at the battle of Vimicra ; and tb^t, 
if this had been done, the affair, jn Sir Arthur 
W^Uesley's opinion, would haye had a mv^ch more 
^tisfactory termination. But, waiving any con- 
siderations of this advicjr, or of the fault which 
might be committed in not following it ; and t^ing 
lip the matter from the tim^ when Sir Hew Dal.- 
rymple entered upon the command, and when 
tnetwo advefsc armies were in that condition, rela- 
tively to each other, that none of the Generals 
|ias pleaded any difierence of opinion as to their 
ability to advance against the enemy, I will aslf 
, what confirmation has appeared before the Poaf4 
of Inqyiry, of the reasonableness of the causes^ 
^^ssigned byj^ir Hew Dalrymple in his letter, ,for 
deemiqg a Convention adviseable. A want of 
cavalry, (for which they who occasioned it ar^ 
heavily censurable,) ha$ indeed been proved ; and 
pertain failures of duty in the Commissariat de- 
partment with respect to horsey, &c; but thps5 
deficiencies, thopgh furnishing reasons against adr 
Vancing upon the enemy in the open field, had 
ceased to be of moment, when the business wa^ 
to expel him from the forts to which he might 
have the power of retreating. It is proved, tlSit:^ 
thoi^h there are difiiculties in lapding upon tha^ 
foast, (^nd what military or q[\arine ppecation 
can b? carried on without difHpuUy?) there was 
not the slightest reason to apprehend that thq 
^rmy^ ^hicn was then abundantly supplied, would 
suffer hereafter froni wfint of provisions ; proved alsq 
^hat heavy ordnance^ for. the purpose oiF attacking 
the forts, was ready on ship- board, to belauded 
when and where it might be needed. Therefore, 
^o far firom being exculpated by the facts , which 
luyc b?en kid before the Boarc^ of In^uiry^. Si^ 
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Hew Dalrymple and the other Generals, who 
deemed any Convention necessary or expedient 
upon the grounds stated in his letter^ are more 
deeply criminated. But grant, (for the sake of 
looking at a different part of the subject,) grant 
a case infinitely stronger than Sir Hew Dalrymple 
has even hinted at; — why was not the taste or some 
of tho^e evils, in apprehension so terrible, actually ^ 
tried ? It would not have been the first time that 
Britons had faced hunger and tempests, had en- 
dured the worst of such enmity, and upon a call, 
under an obligation, how faint and feeble, com- 
pared with that which the brave men of that army 
must have felt upon the present occasion ! In the 
proclaination quoted before, addressed to the Por- 
tugueze, and signed Charles Cotton and Arthur 
Wellesley, they were told, that the objects, fpr 
.which they contended, " could only be attained 
by distinguished examples of fortitude and con- 
?tancy." Whe; 
p^ the teachers 
been so busy ir 
weakness, ^nd 
it to escape hin 
have had his x^ 
nothing to have 
where he hirnsel 
|iqthing that so 
proud a man, 
Officer to treaf 
pountry ? W^ 
^ortugue^ie and 
pie of a large rr 
pim, and stunj 
The compositio 
men of different 
^pto the service. 
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in ^this ? And, Anally, amon^ the many un- 
sound places which, had his mind been as active 
in this sort of inquiry as Sir Hew Dalrymple*3 was, 
he must have found in his constitution, could a 
fead cause have been missed — a worse cause than 
trvier confounded the mind of a soldier When boldly 
pressed upolp. Or gave courage and animation to 
a H^htcous assailant ? But ajas! in Sir Hew Pal- 
iymplc and his ' brethren, we had Generals who 
had a power of sight only for the strength of their 
enemies and their own weakness. 

Let me not bc^ misunderstood. While I am thus 
forced to repeat things, which were uttered or 
thought of the^e men in reference to their military 
conduct, as heads of that army, it is needless t6 
add, that their personal courage is in no wise im- 
plicated ill the charge brought again^ them. But, 
in the name of my countrymen, I do repeat th^sc 
accusations, and tax them with ah utter /want of 
infeHtctiidl iourage— -of that higher quality, which 
is never found without one or other of the thrcic 
ao^ompaniments^ talents, genius, or principle; — 
talents mattfrcd by experience, without which it 
iJaiihpt exist at all j or the rapid insight of peculiar 
genius, by which* the fitness of an act may be 
ihstandy determined, land vfhich will supply higher 
Motives that mere talents can furnish for encoun- 
tering difficulty and danger, and will suggest 
better resources for diminishing ot overcoming 
thdm. Thus, through the power of genius, this 
quality of intellectual courage may exist in an 
eminent degree, though the moral character be 
greatly perverted; as in those personages, who 
^re so conspicuous in history, conquerors and 
triurper^, the Alexanders, the Caesars, and Crom- 
wells ; and in that other class 'still more perverted, 
remorseless and cn^etic miftds, the Catilines and 
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Borgias^ whom po^ts have denominated '^ bd<|, 
bad men." But, though a course of depravity will 
neither preclude nor destroy this quality, nay, in 
certain circumstances will give it a peculiar prompt- 
ness and hardihood of decision, it is not on this 
account the less true, that, to consummate this spe- 
cies of courage, and to render it equal to all occa- 
sions, (especially when a^ man is not acting for 
himself, but has an additional claim on his reso- 
lution from the circumstance of responsibility to ^ 
a superior) Principle is indispensibly requisite.N \ 
mean that fixed and habitual pripciple, which 
implies the absence of all selfish anticipations^ 
whether of hope or fear, and the inward disa* 
vowal of any tribunal higher and more dreaded 
thiA the mind's own judgment upon its own 
act. The existence of such principle cannot 
but elevate the most commanding genius, add 
rapidity to the quickest glance, ^ wider range to 
the nK)st ample comprehension ; but, without this 
principle, the man of ordinary powers must, in the 
trying hour, be found utterly wanting. Neither, 
withcmt it, can the man of excelling powers be 
trust*Worthy, or bave at all tinfies a c^m and con- 
fident repose in himself. But he, in whom talents,. 
genids, and principle are united, will bave a firm 
mind, in whatever embarrassment he may be 
placed ; will look steadily at the most undefined 
shapes of difificulty and danger, of possible mis- 
teke or mischance ; nor will they ^pear to him 
more formidable than they really are. For his^ 
attention is not distracted— he has but one busi- 
ness, and that is with the object before him. Nci* 
ther in general conduct nor in particular emer^ 
genciet ; are his plans sobservient to consideraticms 
oi rewards, estate, or title : these are not to have 
{mcedeoce in bis thoughts, to govern his actions,. 
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but to fdllow in the train of hiis duty. iSuch mci?^ 
in ancient times, were Phocion, Epaminondas, and 
Philopoemen $ and such a man was Sir Philip , 
Sidney, of whom it has been said, that he first 
taught this, country the majesty of honest dealingi 
With these may be named, the honour of our , 
own age, Washington, the deliverer of the Ame- 
rican Continent; with these, though in many 
things unlike, Lord Nelson, whom we have lately 
lost. Lord Peterborough, who fought in Spaiii 
a hundred years ago, had the same excellence ; 
with a sense of exalted honour, and a tinge of 
romantic enthusiasm, well suited to the country 
which was the scene of his exploits. Would 
that we had a man, like Peterborough or Nelson/ 
at the head of our army in Spain at this moment ! 
I utter this wish with more earnestness, because 
it is rumoured, that some of those, who have 
already called forth such severe reprehension from 
their countrymen, are to resume a command, 
which must entrust to them a portion of those 
sacred hopes in which, not only we, and the 
people of Spain and Portugal, but the tvhole' 
human race afe so deeply interested. {See Afpen- 
dixC.) 

I tnaintain then that, merely from want of this 
intellectual courage, of courage as generals or' 
chiefs, (for I will not speak at present of the want 
of other qualities equally needful upon this ser- 
vice,) grievous errors were committed by Sir Hew 
Dalrymple aivd his colleagues in estimating the 
relative state of the two armies. A precious- 
moment, it is most probable, had been lost after 
the battle of Vimiera; yet still the inferiority of 
the enemy had been proved ; they themselves had 
admitted it — not merely by withdrawing from ther 
field, but by proposing terms ;-i-monstrous terms T- 
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and how ought they to have_ been received ? 
Repelled undoubtedly with scorn, as an insult. 
If our Generals had been men capable of taking 
the measure of their real strength, either as exist- 
ing in their own army, or in those principles of 
liberty and justice which they were commissioned 
to defend, they must of necessity have acted in 
this manner; — if they had been men of common 
s^acity for^business, they must have acted in this 
manner; — nay, if they had been upon a level 
with an ordinary bargain-maker in a fair or a 
market, they could not have acted otherwise.— 
Strange that they sliould so far forget the nature 
of their, calling! They were soldiers, and their 
business was to fight. Sir Arthur Wellesley had 
fought, and gallantly; it was not becotning his 
high situation, or that of his successors, to treat, 
that is, to beat down, to chaffer, or on their part 
to propose : it does not become any general at the 
head of a victorious anpy so to do. * They were to 
accept^ — ^and, if the tern[is offered were flagrantly 
presumptuous, our commanders ought to have re- 
jected them with dignified scorn, and to have 
referred the proposer to the sword for a lesson of 
decorum and humility. This is the general rule 
of all high-minded men upon such occasions ; 
and meaner minds copy them, doing in prudence 
what they do fron\ principle. But it has beea 
urged, before the Board of Inquiry, that the con- 
duct of the French armies upon like occasions, 
and their known character, rendered it probable 
that a detewnined resistance would in the present 
instance be maintaine4. We need not fear to say 
that this conclusion, from reasons which have- 

* Those rart cases are of course excepted, in which the supe- 
riority on the one side is not only fairly to be presumed but posi- 
tive — and so prominently obtrusive^ that to fropose terms is to 
inflict termj. 

H' 
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been adverted to, was erroneous. But, in the 
mind of him who had admitted it upon whatever 
ground, whether fiilse or true, surely the first 
thought which followed, ought to have been, not 
that we should bend to the enemy, but that, if 
they .were resolute in defence, we should learn 
from that example to be courageous in attack. 
The tender feelings, however, are pleaded against 
this determination ; and it is said, that one of the 
motives for the cessation of hostilities was to pre* 
rent the further effusion of human blood.*— 
When, or how ? The enemy was delivcBed over 
to lis ; it was not to be hoped that, cut ofFfi^om 
all assistance as they were, these, or an equal num- 
ber of men, could ever be reduced to such straits 
as would ensure their destruction as an enemy, 
with so small a sacrifice of life on their part^ or 
on ours. What then ivas to be gained by this 
tenderness ^ The shedding of a few drops of blood 
is not to be risked in Portugal to-day, and streams 
of blood must shortly flow from the same veins 
in the fields of Spain ! And, even if this had not 
been the assured consequence, let not the con- 
sideration, though it be one which no humane 
man can ever lose si^t of, have rtiofe than its 
due weigbt. For nation^ independence and liberty, 
and M/3f/ honour by which these and other bless- 
ings arc to be preserved, honour— which is no 
other than the most elevated and pure conception 
of justice which can be formed, these are more 
precious than life : else why have we already lort 
so many br^ve men in this struggle ?«*-Wby not 
submit at once, and let the Tyrant mount upon 
his throne of universal dominion, while the world 
lies prostrate at his feet in indifference and apathjjr, 
which he will proclaim to it is peace and happi- 
ness ? But peace and happiness can exist only by 
knowledge and virtue; slavery has no enduring 
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connection With tranquillity or security— she cannot 
frame a league with any thing which is desirable — 
she has no charter even for her own ignoble case 
and darling sloth. Yet to this abject condition, 
mankind, betrayed by an ill-judging tenderness, 
would surely be led ; and iri the face of an inevit- 
able contradiction! For neither in this state of 
things would the shedding of blood be prevented, 
nor would warfare cease. The only difference 
would be, that, instead of wars like those which 
prevail at this moment, presenting a spectacle of 
such character that, upon one side at least, a 
superior Being might look down with favour and 
blessing, there would follow endless commotions 
and quarrels without the presence of justice any 
where, — in Vvhich the alternations of success would 
not excite a wish or regret; in which a prayer 
could not be uttered for a decision either this way 
or that ; — wars from no impulse in either of the 
combatants, but rival instigations of , demoniacal 
passion. If, therefore, by the faculty of reason 
"we can prophecy concerning the shapes which 
the future may put on, — ^if we are under any bond 
of duty to succeeding generations, there is high 
cause to gtiard against a specious sensibility, which 
may encourage the hoarding up of life for its own 
sake, seducing us from those considerations by 
which we might learn when it ought to be rc^ 
signed. Moreover, disregarding future ages, and 
confining ourselves to the present state of man- 
kind, it may be safely affirmed that he, who is 
the most watchful of the honour of his country, 
most determined to preserve her fair name at all 
hazards, will be found, in any view of things 
which looks beyond the passing hour, the Ue^t 
steward of the hves of his countrymen, For, by 
.{ux>ving that she is of a firm temper^ that she wiU 

H2 
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only submit or yield to a point of her own fixing, 
and that all beyond is immutable resolution, he. 
will save her from being wanjonly attacked ; and, 
if attacked, will awe the agressor into a speedier 
abandonment of an unjust and hopeless att-empt. 
Thus will he preserve not only that which gives 
life its value, but life itself; and not for his own 
country merely, but for that of his enemies, to 
whom he will have offered an example of magna- 
nimity, which will ensure to them like benefits ; 
an example, the re -action of which will be felt 
by his own countrymen, and will prevent them 
frorp becoming assailants unjustly or rashly. 
Nations will thus be taught to respect each 
other, and mutually to abstain from injuries. 
And hence, by a benign ordinance of our nature, 
genuine honour is the hand-maid of humanity; 
the attendant and sustainer — both of the sterner 
qualities which constitute the appropriate excel- 
lence of the male character, and of the gentle 
and tender virtues which belong more especially 
to motherliness' and womanhood. These general 
laws, by which mankind is purified and exalted, 
and by which Nations are preserved, suggest like- 
wise the best rules for the preservation of indi- 
vidual armies, and for the accomplishment of 
all equitable service upon which they can be 
sent. 

Not therefore rashly and unfeelingly, but from 
the dictates of thoughtful humanity, did I say 
that it was the business of ouf Generals to fight, 
ahd to persevere in fighting; and that they did 
not bear this duty sufficiently in mind; this, 
almost the sole duty which professional soldiers, 
till our time, (happily for mankind) used to think 
of. But the victories of the French have beer^ 
attended every where by the subversion of Govcruif 
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meilts; and their generals have accordingly united 
foUtical with mihtaiy functions ; and with what 
success this has been done by them, the present 
state of Europe affords melancholy proof. But 
have they, on this account, ever neglected to 
calculate upon the advantages which might fairly 
be anticipated from' future warfare ? Or, in a treaty 
of to-day, have they ever forgotten a victory of 
yesterday ? Eager to grasp at the double honour 
of captain and negociator, have they ever sacrificed 
the one to the other ; or, in the blind effort, lost 
both ? Above all, in their readiness to flourish 
with the pen, have they ever overlooked the sword; 
the symbol of their power, and the appropriate 
instrument of their success and glory ? I notice 
this assumption of a double character on the part 
of the French, not to lament over it and its con- 
sequences, but to render somewhat more intelli- 
gible the conduct of our own Generals ; and to 
explain how far men, whom we have no reason to 
believe other than brave, have, through the in- 
fluence of such example, lost sight of their pri- 
mary duties, apeing instead of imitating, and fol- 
lowing only to be misled. 

It is indeed deplorable, that our Generals, from 
this infirmity, or from any other cause, did not 
\ assume that lofty deportment which the charactet 
and relative strength of the two armies authorized 
them, and the nature of the service upon i^hich 
they were sent, enjoined them to assume ; — ^that 
they were in such haste to treat — that, with such 
an enemy (let me say at once,) and in such 
circumstances, they- should have treated at all. 
Is it possible that they could ever have asked 
themselves wha that enemy was, how he canic 
into that country, and what he had done thete ? 
Prom tiic njanifesto of the Portuguczc govern- 
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ment, issued at Rio Jaueirp, and from other offi* 
cial papers, they might haye learned, what was 
notorious to all Europe, that this body of men 
commissioned by Bonaparte, in the time of pro- 
found peace, without a declaration of war, had 
, invadea Portugal under the command of Junot, 
who had perfidiously entered the country, as the 
General of a friendly and allied Power, assuring 
the people, as he advanced, that he came ta pro- 
tect their Sovereign against an invasion of the 
English ; and that, when in this manner he had 
entered a peaceable kingdom, which offered no 
resistance, and had expelled its lawful Sovereign, 
he wrung from it unheard-of contributions, ra- 
vaged it, cursed it with domestic pillage and open 
sacrilege; and that, when this unoffending people, 
unable to endure any longer, rose up against the 
tyranti h^ had given their towns and villages to 
tne flames, and put the whole country, thus re- 
sisting, under military execution. — Setting aside 
all natural synopathy with the Portugucze and 
Spanish nations, and all prudential considerations 
of regard or respect for their feelings towards these 
men, and for their expectations concerning the 
manner in whi^h they ought to be dealt with, it 
is plain that the French had forfeited by their 
crimess all right to those privileges, or to thpsc 
modes of intercourse, which one army may de- 
mand from another according to the laws of war. 
They were not soldiers in any thing but the 
power of soldiers, and the outward frame of an 
army. During their occupation of Portugal, the 
laws and customs of war had never been referred 
to by them, but as a plea for some enormity, 
to the aggravated oppession of that unhappy 
country ! Pillage, sacrilege, and murder-^sweep- 
ing murder and individual assassination^ had boen 
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proved against them by voices from every quarter. 
They had outlawed themselves by their offencei 
from membership in. the community of war, and 
from fcvery species of community acknowledged by 
reason. But even, should any one be so insensible 
as to question this, he will no. at all events deny, 
that the French ought to have beeft dealt with as 
having put on a double character. For surely they 
never considered themselves merely as an army. 
They had dissolved the established authorities of 
Portugal, and had usurped the civil power of the 
government ; and it was in this compound capacity, 
under this two-fold monstrous shaphc, that they had 
exercised, over the religion and property ot the 
country, the most grievous oppressions. What 
then remained to protect them but. their poWer ?— ^ 
Right they had none, — and power ! it is a morti- 
fying consideration, but I will ask if Bonaparte, 
(nor do I mean in the question to imply any thing 
to his honour,) had been in the place of Sir Hew 
Dalrymple, what would he have thought of their 
power ? — ^Yet before this shadow the sond substance 
of /W^^ melted away. 

And this leads me from the contemplation of 
their errors in the estimate and application of means, 
to the contemplation of their heavier errors and 
worse blindness in regdrd to ends. The British 
Generak acted as if they had no purpose but that 
the enemy should be removed from the country in 
which they were, upon any terms. Now the eva- 
cuation of Portugal was not the prime object, but 
the manner in which that event was to be brought 
about 5 this ought to have been deemed first both in 
mdetind ittii)ortance; — the French were to bd 
iubdued, their ferocious warfare and heinous 
policy'tobe confottndckJ; and in this way, and 
no other, -was the ddiverance of that country td 
be accomplished* It was not for the soil, or for 
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the cities and forts, that Portugal was valued, 
but for the human feeling which was there j fpr 
the rights of human nature which might be. there 
conspicuously asserted; for a triumph over in- 
justice and oppression there to be atchieved, which 
could neither be concealed nor disguised, and 
which should penetrate the darkest corner of the 
dark Continent of Europe by its splendour. Wc 
combated for victory in the empire of reason, for 
strong-holds in the imagination. Lisbon and Por- 
tugal, as city and soil, were chiefly prized by us 
as i, language ; but our Generals mistook the 
counters of the game for the stake played for. 
The nation required that the French should suf- 

. render at discretion ; — grant that the victory of 
Vimiera had excited some unreasonable impatience 
—-we were not so overweening as to demand that 
the enemy should surrender within a given time, 
but that they should surrender. Every thing, 
short of this, was felt to be below the duties of 
the occasion ; not only no service, but a. grievous 
injury. Only as far as there was a prospect of 
forcing the enemy to an unconditional submissioji, 
did the British nation deem that sthey had a right 
to interfere ; — ^if that prospect failed, they expected 
that their army would know that it became it to 

' retire, and take care of itself. But our Generals 
have told us, that the Corivention would not have 
been admitted, if they had not judged it right to 
effect, even upon these terms, the evacuation of 
Portugal — as ministerial to their future services in 
Spain. If this had been a common war between 
two established governments measuring with each 
othpr their regular resources, there might have 
been some appearance of force in this plea. But 
who does not cry out at once, that the afFec-. 
tions and opinions, ths^t is, the souls of the people 
of Spain and Portugal^ must be the inspiration %nd 
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the power, if this labour is to be brought to a 
happy end ? Therefore it was wqrse than folly to 
think of supporting Spain by physical strength, 
at the expence of moral. Besides, she was strong 
in men ; she never earnestly solicited troops from 
us ; some of the Provinces had even refus9d them 
when offered,— and all had been lukewarm in the 
acceptance of them. The Spaniards could not 
uliiniately be benefited but by allies acting under 
the same impulses of honour, rouzed by a sense 
of their wrongs, arfd sharing their loves and 
hatreds — ^above all, their passion for justice. They 
had themselves given an example, at Baylen, pro- 
claiming to all the world what ought to be aimed 
at* by those who would uphold their cause, and 
be associated in arms with them. And was the 
law of justice, which Spaniards, Spanish peasantry, 
I might almost say, would not relax in favour of 
Dupont, to be relaxed by a British army in favour 
of Junot ? Had the Frerich commander at Lisbon, 
or his army, proved themselves less perfidious, less 
cruel, or less rapacious than the othei^ Nay, did 
not the pride and crimes of Junot call for humi- 
liation and punishment far 'more importunately, 
inasmuch as his power to do harm, and therefore 
his will, keeping pace with it, had been greater ? 
Yet, in the noble letter of the Governor of Cadiz 
to Dupont, he expressly tells him, that his con- 
duct^ and that of his army, had been such, that 
they owed their lives only to that honour which 
forbad the Spanish army to become executioners. 
The Portugueze also, as appears from various 
letters produced before the Board of Inquiry, have 
shewn to our Grenerals, as boldly as their respect 
for the British nation would permit them to do, 
what they expected. A Portugueze Greneral, who 
was also a member of the regericy appointed by 
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the Prince Regent, ■$fys, in ^ prqtest ^df^sf^td ^ 
Sir Hew Dalrympk,;th;it he b^ beea a,ble to 
drive the French out^ the provinces of ii^lg^v^ 
and Alentejo ; and therefore J|[ie co^ld net be ccy^ 
vinccd, that auch u Qo^iv^tion was ne^eawy^ 
What was this but implying that it was dishoiiour^ 
able, and that it wowl^ friKtrate the efforts which 
his country was making, and destroy the hopes 
which it had built upon its own power \ Anpthw 
letter from a magistrate inveighsi against the Coorr 
vention, aa leaving the crimed of the French i» 
Portugal i:^npunished ;^ as giving no iiKiemmficar. 
tion for all the murders, robberies, apd ajtrocijties^ 
^bich had been committed by them. But I feel 
t|iat I shall be wanting in respect to Qiy country*- 
men, if I pursue this argument further* I blusb^ 
tlukt it should be necessary to speak upon the sub* 
JQCt a,t a)l. And these are m^n and things^ which 
v(e have, been reprQve4 for condeajm^g, becao9( 
evidence w^ wanting both as to feet a^hd perspn I 
If there ever was a ca3e^ which could not;^ in apy 
rtljipna^ sen^iof the wordi, be prejudged^ this^ if. 
oqe. M to the fact-r-iit apj^s, aad sheds f^oq?, 
its> own body^ like the sun in heaven, the ligjpA 
by which it is seen ; a$ to the person — each k^^ 
v^ittea do^jifn with his own handi i am the mau^ 
Qondcmniatipn of actions and men like these isi 
not, in^ the minds of a people, (thanks to ^e 
divine Being and to humaa> nature 1) a matter q£ 
clfoice ; it is like a ph^sica][ nece^^ity, as the h^a^ 
niust be btirned which is^ tlirust into the furnace^r^ 
tjbie body chilled which stands naked in thfi freezin^< 
iu)rth-wpd» I am entitled to makq this assertion, 
hjere, when the «K?r^/ depravity of the Cpnven- 
tion, of which I shall have to ^peajc hereafter^ 
has not even been touched upon» N(^ let it 
be blamed in any vm^ though Kif s^d^n, bfi Vi 
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pritate life^ tfiat upcm this oc^amon ht iptalti 
poblickly, and gives a decisive opinion concern- 
ing that part of this public event, and those mea-^ 
sures/ which are more especially military. AH 
have a right to speaks and to make their voices 
heated, eis far as they have power. For these arft 
time^, in which the conduct of military men con-» 
^erns us, perhaps, more intimately than that of 
any other class j when the business of amis cortJeS 
unhappily too nter to the fireside; when thecha-J 
racter and duties of a soldier ought to be undef- 
itcod by every one who values his liberty, and 
bears in mind hotv soon he may have to fight foi^ 
it. Men will and ought to speak upon thing* 
in which they are so deeply interested ; how else 
Are right notions to spread, or is error to ht des- 
troyed } These are times also in which, if we may 
judge fifom the proceedings and result of \h6 
Court of Inquiry, the heads of the ariny, more 
than at any other period, stand in need of being 
taught wisdotn by the voice of the people. It ii 
their own interest, both as |nen and as sdldiers, 
that the people should speak fervently and fear- 
lessly or their actions: — from no other quarter 
Can they be so powerfully reminded of the dutiei 
which they owe to themselves, to their country, 
and to human nature. Let any one read the evi* 
dence given before that Court, and he will there 
tee, how much the intellectual and moral con- 
stitution 6f many of ow military pfRcers, has 
sufiered by a profession, which, if not counter*- 
acted by admonitions willingly listened to, and 
by habits of meditation, docs, more than any 
Other, denaturalize — ^and therefore degrade the 
human being; — he will note with sorrow, how 
faint are their sympathies with the best feelings, 
«ind how dim thehr apprehension of somtf of tne 
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most twful truths, relating to the happii^ess tod 
dignity of man in society. But on this I do not: 
mean to insist at present; it is too weighty a sub- 
ject to be treated incidentally : ' and my purpose 
is — not to invalidate the authority of military mw> 
posttivefy considered, upon a military quc^tioOy 
D\xt comparatively: — tp maint^n that therjR are 
imilitary transactions upon which the peocde huve 
a right to be heard, and upon which their autho- 
rity is entitled to far more respect than any man 
or number of men can lay daim to, who speak 
merely with the ordinary professional views of 
soldiership ; — that there are such military tnms- 
actions ; — and that this is one of thena. 

The condemnation, which the people of these 
islands pronounced upon the Convention of Cintra 
considered as to its main military results, that is, as a 
treaty by which it was established that the Russian 
fleet should be Surrendered on the terms specified ; 
and by which, not only the obligation of forcing 
the French army to an^ unconditional surrender 
was abandoned, but its restoration in freedom and 
triumph to its own country was secured; — ^the 
condemnation, pronounced by the people upoii a 
treaty, by virtue of which these things were to be 
done, I have recorded— accounted for — -and there- 
by justified. — I will now proceed to another divi- 
sion of the subject, on which I feel a ^till more 
earnest wish to speak; because, though in itself 
of the highest importance, it has been compara- 
tively neglected ;— I mean the political injustice 
and moral depravity which are stamped upon the 
front of this agreement, and pervade every regu-t 
lation "which it contains. I shall shew that our 
Generals (and with them our Ministers, as far as 
they might have either given directions to this 
dfect, or have countenanced what has be^n doQQ) 
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.—when it was their paramount duty to maintaia 
at all hazards the noblest principles in unsuspected 
integrity ; because, upon the summons of these, 
and in defence of them, their Allies had ris^n, 
and by these alone CQuld stand-r-not only did not 

I)erform this duty, but descended as far below the 
evcl of ordinary principles as they ought to have 
mounted above it ; — imitating not the majesty of 
the , oak with which it lifts its branches towards 
the heavens, but the vigour with which, in the 
language of the poet, it strikes ks roots downwards 
towards heU : — 

Bodice in Tartara tendit. 

The Armisrice 
and in the first ^ 
there shall be a j 
the forces of his 
his Imperial and 
I will ask if it be 
in instruments o 
the person of th 
which they are 
government — for 
acknowledged. ] 
will not stop to d 
and ought to be 
ever, had entered 
ment by which t\ 
and they might 1: 
mitigation of the 
instrument, when 
the name of the 
Government whic 
or representatives 
people as a party 
stipulated (in th^ 
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Otneral shall engage to include the Portuguexc 
iirfnics iti this Convention. What an outrage!-^ 
We enter the Portuguezc territory as allies ; and, 
without their consent — or even consulting them^ 
we proceed \o form the basis of an agreemeift^ 
felating-— not to the safety or interests of our own 
army— but to Portuguese territory, Portugue^ 
persons, liberties, and rights., — and engage, out (tf 
our own will and power, to include the Portugue'Ss* 
atftiy, they Or their Government willing or not* 
ivithin the obligation of this agreement. I plaee 
these things in contrast, viz. the acknowledgement 
of Bonaparte as emperor and king, and the utter 

ze Sovereign and Portu- 
hew in what spirit and 
s were entered upon. 1 
n what was our duty, on 
tuguesie — as" dictated by 
justice which it has been 
he Spaniards bad risen to 
iling the force and sanc- 
ler could have riseA, nor 
*my resistance which has 
11 ask, df any man who 
lort feelings of his social 
understahditig, if thii bfc 
i which must have been 
cd with hatred and scorn, ^ 
It. Moreovef, this con- 
mplication, that principle 
tie enemy has for a long 
d, ailid now openly artd 
/ords — that power is thi 
t is in a steady adherence 
:trine that his strengtR 
ain then that, as far as 
lerals in framing these irt- 
5 
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^trumcnts teoda to reconcile men to this coarse 
of action, and to sanction this principle, they arc 
virtually his Allies : their weapons may be against 
him, but he will laugh at their weapons,— for he 
lU)oWs/ though they themselves do not, that their 
^ouls are for him. Look at the pi;eamble to the 
Armistice! In what is omitted and what is in- 
serted, the French Ruler could not have fashiooed 
it snore for his own purpose if he had traced it 
with his own hand. We have then trampled 
upon a fundamental principle of justice, and 
qountenanced a prime maxim of iniquity ; thus 
adding, in an unexampled degree, the foolish-^ 
i^ess of icnpoHcy to the heinousness of guilt. A 
conduct thus grossly unjust and impolitic, without 
having the hatred which it inspires neutrahscd by 
the contempt, is made contemptible by utterly 
wanting that colour of right which authority and 
power, put forth ia defence of our Allies — in as- 
sorting their just claims apd avenging their in- 
juries, might have given. But we, - instead of trl* 
luuphantly displaying our power towards our ciie-> 
iBks, have ostentatiously exercised it upon our 
ffiends ; rever^in^ h^re, as every where, the prac- 
tice of sense and reason ;-^conciUatory even to 
aj>ject submission where we ought to have bcea 
haughty and commanding, — and repulsive aod 
tyi^ftical where we ought to have been gracious 
and kind; Even a common 1 
would have served us here, h; 
af);ply it. We ought to have 
tht^ Portwgueae in their own 
cfialing our power in comf 
doaUog with them in the spii 
hiimane delusions, which sp 
gmce over the intejrconrse, aj 
the influfimx ojE loye ia the 
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life. It is a common saying, presume that a man 
is dishonesty and that is the readiest way to make 
him so : in like manner it may be said^ presume 
that a nation is weak, and that is the surest course 
to bring it to' weakness, — if it be not rouzed to 
prove its strength by. applying it to the humiliatioa 
of your pride. The Portugueze had been weak ; 
and, in connection with their allies the Spaniards, 
they were prepared to become strong. It was, 
therefore, doubly incumbent upon us to foster 
and encourage thefti — to look, favourably upon 
their efforts — generously to give them credit upon 
their promises — to hope with them and for them; 
and, thus anticipating and foreseeing, we should, 
by a natural operation of love, have contributed 
to create the merits which were anticipated and 
foreseen. I apply these rules, taken from the 
intercourse between individuals, to the conduct 
of large bodies of men, or of nations towards each 
other, because these are nothing but aggregates 
of individuals ; and because the maxims of all 
just law, and the measures of all sane practice, are 
only an enlarged or modified application of those 
dispositions of love and those principles of reason,^ 
by which the welfare of individuals, in their con- 
nection with each other, is promoted. There was 
also here a still more urgent call for these courte- 
ous and humane principles as guides of conduct ; 
because, in exact proportion to the physical weak- 
ness of Governments, and to the distraction and 
confusion which cannot but prevail, when a people 
is struggling for independence and liberty, are 
the well-iritentioned and the wise among them 
remitted for their support to those benign elemen* 
tary feelings of society, for the preservation and 
cherishing of which, among other important objects, 
government was firom the beginning ordained. 
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Thfifefore, by tbc strongtstlobtegatiofia, wewcric 
bound to be studious of a delica4^ and resipec^fu} 
hearing towahls those ill-fated aatioos^ our allien ; 
and. consequendy, if the government of the Pqt- 
togueze, though weak in power, possessed their 
affections, and was strong in right, it was intuttv^ 
bent upon us to turn our first thoughts to that 
governaient — to look for it if it were hidden — to 
call it forth, — and, by our power combined with 
that of the people, to assert its rights. Or, if the 
gevemmcnt were dissolved and had no existence, 
it was our duty, in such an emergency, to have 
resorted to the nation, expressing its will through 
the most respectable and conspicuous authority, 
through that which seemed to have the best right 
to stand forth as its representative. In whatever 
circumstances Portugal had been placed, the para^ 
mount right of the Portugueze nation, or govern* 
ment, to appear not nuerply^as a party but a 
principal, ought to have been established as a pri- 
rpary position, without the admission of which^ 
all proposals to treat wotdd be peren^ptorily re- 
jeaed. But the Portugueze had a government j 
they had a lawful prince in Brazil ; and a regency, 
appointed by him, at hontie ;* and generals, at th^ 
head of considerable bodies of troops, appointed 
also by the regency or the prince. Well then 
might one of those generals enter a formal protest 
against the treaty, on account of its being " to- 
tally void of that deference due to the prince 
regent, or the government that represents \i\m ; 
^s being hostile to the sovereign authority and 
independence of that government ; and as being 
against the honour, safety, and independence of 
the nation.'*^ I have already reminded the reader, 
of the benign and happy influences which might 
have atten^d upon a different conduct; bow 
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much good we might have added to that already 
in existence; how far we might have assisted in 
strengthening, among our allies, thbse powers^ 
and in developing those virtues, which were pro* 
discing themselves by a natural process, and to 
which these breathings of insult must have been 
a deadly check and interruption. Nor would the 
evil be merely negative ; for the interference of 
professed friends, acting in this manner, must have 
superinduced dispositions and passions, which 
were alien to the condition of the Portugueze ;— * 
scattered weeds which could not have been found 
upon the soil, if our ignorant hands had not sown 
them. Of this I will not now speak, for I have 
already detained the reader too long at the thresh- 
old ; — but I have put the master-key into his 
possession ; and every chamber which he opens 
will be found loathsome as the one which he last 
quitted. Let us then proceed. 

By the first article 'of the Convention it is cove-'' 
nanted, that all the places and forts in the king- 
dom of Portugal, occupied by the French troops, 
shall be delivered to the British army. Articles 
IV. and XII. are to the same effect — determining 
the surrender of Portugueze fortified places, stores, 
and ships, to the English forces ; but not a word 
of their being to be holden in trust for the prince 
regent, or his government, to whom they be- 
longed ! The same neglect or contempt of justice 
and decency is shewn here, as in the preamble to 
these instruments. . It wa^ further shewn after- 
wards, by the act of hoisting the British flag 
instead of the Portugueze upon these forts, when 
they were first taken possession of by the British 
forces. It is no excuse to say that this was not 
intended. Such inattentions are among the most 
grievous feults which can be committed ; and are 
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in^ossible, when the affections said understandiDg$ \ 
of men are of that quality, and in that state, 
which are required for a service in which there is 
any thing noble or virtuous. Again, suppose that 
it was the purpose of the generals, who signed 
and ratified a Convention containing the articles 
in question, that the forts and ships, &c. should 
fee delivered immediately to the Portugueze go- 
vernment,— rwould the deUvering up of them wipe 
away the affront ? Would it not rather appear, 
after the omission to recognize the right, that we 
had ostentatiously taken upon us to bestow — ^as a 
boon — that which they felt to be their own ? 

Passing by, as already deliberated and decided 
upon, those conditions, (Articles II. and III.) by 
which it is stipulated, that the French army shaU 
not be considered a^ prisoners of war, shall be 
conveyed with arms, &c. to some port between - 
Rochefort. and L'Orient, and be at liberty to 
serve, I come to that memorable condition, (Article 
V.) " that the French army shall carry with it all 
its equipments, that is to say, its military chests 
and carriages, attached to the field commissariat 
and field hospitals, or shall be allowed to dispose 
of such part, as the Commander in Chief may 
judge it unnecessary to embark. In like manner 
all individuals of the army shall be at liberty to 
dispose of their private property of every descrip- 
tion, with full security hereafter for the purchasers." 
This is expressed still more pointedly in the Ar- 
mistice,— though the meaning, implied in the two 
articles, is precisely the same. For, in the fifth 
article of the Armistice, it is agreed provisionally,. 
^* that all those, of whom the French army con- 
sists, shall be conveyed to France with arms and 
baggage, and all their private property of every 
description, no part oi which shall be wrested 
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^6m them.** In tbe Coryveittbff k i^ only cA- 
pFcsi^d, that they shall be at liberty ta depart^ 
(Article II.) wftb arttw and bagg«ige, and^(Artvcle 
V.) to dispose of their private property <rf every 
description. But, if they had a right to dispose 
of it, this \(rould incite alright t^ carry k away— 
wfcich was undoubtedly understood by the French 
general. And ifi the Armistice it is expiressly said, • 
that their private property of ^very description 
shall be conveyed tb France along with their per- 
sons. What then are- we to twiderstand by the 
words, their private property of every descrifiim? 
Equipments of the afmy in general, add ba^age 
of individuals, had been stipulated for before : 
now we al^know that the lawful professional gains* 
ahd earnings of a soldier must bfe smdX\ ; that he 
is not in the habit of carrying about him, during 
actual warfare, any accumulation of these or other 
property; and that th'e ordinary private property, 
which he can be supposed to have a just title to, 
is^ included under the name of his haggage\ — 
therefore this was something more ; and what it 
was— is apparent. No part of their property, 
says the Armistice, shall be wrested' from them. 
Who does not see in these words the conscious- 
ness of guilt, an indirect self- betraying admi^ion 
tMt they had in their hands treasures which might 
be lawfully taken from them, and an anxiety to 
prevent that act of justice by a positive stipula- 
tion ? Who does not see, oh what sort of property 
the Frenchman had his eye ; that it was not pro»- 
perty bj' right, but xhtix possessions^ — their plunder 
—every thing, by what means soever acquired, 
that the French army, or any individual in it, wag 
possessed of? But it has been urged, that the 
monstrousness of such a supposition precludes this 
interpretation, renders it impossible that it gould 
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tnhet be intended by the one party, or so under- 
• stood' by the other. What right they who 
signed, and he wh6 ratified this Convention, have 
to sheher themselves under this, plea — ^will appear 
from the 3 6th and 17th articles. In these it is 
stipiiiated, ^ that all subjects of France,' or of 
powerS' in alliance with Prance, domiciliated in 
RjTtugal, or accidentally in the country, shalt 
have thfeir property of every kind — moveable and 
immoveable — goarariteed to them, with liberty of 
retaining or disposing of it, and passing the pro- 
duce into France :" the same is stipulated, (Article 
XVII.) for such natives of Portugal as have sided 
with the French, or occupied situations under 
tie French government. Here then is a direct 
avowal, still more'monstrous, that every Freftch- 
man, or native of a country in alliance with 
Prance, however obnoxious his crimes may have 
made hini, and every traitorous Portugiieze, shall 
have his property guaranteed to him (both pre- 
viously to and after the reinstatement of the Por- 
tugueze government) by the British army \ Now 
let us ask, what sense the word property must 
have had listened to it in these cases. Must it 
not necessarily have included all the rewards which 
the Frenchman had received for his iniquity, and 
the traitorous Portugueze for his treason ? (for no 
man would bear a part in such oppressions, or 
would be a traitor for nothing ; and, moreover, 
all the rewards, which the French could bestow, 
must have been taken from the Portugueze, ex- 
torted from the honest and loyal, to be given to 
the wicked and disloyal.) These rewards of ini- 
quity must necessarily have been included ; for, 
on our side, no attempt is made at a distinction ; 
and, on the side of the French; the word im- 
moveaik i% manifestly intended to preclude such 
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a distinction, where alone it could have been 
eifectuali Property, then, here means — posses- 
sions thus infamously acquired ; and^ in the ii)- 
stance of the Portugueze» the fundamental notion ^ 
of the word is subverted; for a traitor can have. 
no property, till the government of his own 
country has remitted the punishment due to his 
crimes* And these wages of guilt, which the- 
roaster by such exactions was enabled to p^, and ' 
which the servant thus earned, are to be guaran- 
teed to him by a British army ! Where does there 
exist a power on earth that could confer this 
right? If the Portugueze government itself had 
acted in this manner, it would have been guilty 
of wilful suicide ; and the nation, if it had acted 
so, of high treason against itself. Let it not, 
then, be said, that the n[M)nstrouEiness of covenant* 
log to convey, along with the persons of the' 
French, their plunder, secures the article from 
the interpretation which the people of Greiat 
Britain gave, and which, I have now proved, they 

were. bound to give to it. ^But, conceding for 

a moment, that it was not intended thatthe words 
should bear this sense, and that, neither in a fair 
grammatical construction, nor as illustrated by 
other passages or by the general tenour of the 
document, they actually did bear it, had not un- 
questionable voices proclaimed the cruelty and 
rapacity — the acts of sacrilege, assassination, and 
robbery, by which these treasures had been 
amassed ? Was not the^ perfidy of the French 
army, and its contempt of moral obligation, both 
as a body and as to the individuals which com- 
posed it, infamous through Europe \ — ^Therefore, 
the concession would signify nothing : for our 
Generals, by allowing an army of this character 
Id depart with its equipments, waggons^ military 
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chest, and baggage, had prQvided abundant means 
to enable it to carry off whatsoever it desired, and 
thus to elude and frustrate any stipulations which 
might have been made for compelling it to restore 
that which had been so iniquitously seized. And 
here are we brought back to the fountain-head of 
all this baseness ; to that apathy and deadness to 
the principle of justice, through influence of 
which, this army, outlawed by its crimes, was 
suffered to depart from the land, over which it 
had, so long tyrannized— other than as a band of 
.disarmed prisoners. — I maintain, therefore, that 
permission to carry off the booty was distinctly 
expressed ; and, if it had not been so, that the' 
principle of justice could not here be preserved; 
as a violation of it must necessarily have followed 
from other conditions of the treaty. Sir Hew 
Dalrymple himself, before the Court of Inquiry, 
has told us, in two letters (to Generals Beresford 
and Friere,) that' " such part of the plunder as 
was in money, it would be difficult, if not iinpos^ 
sible, to identify ;" and, consequently, the French 
could not be prevented from carrying it away 
with them. From the same letters we learn^ that 
" the French were intending to carry off a con- 
siderable part of their plunder, by caUing it 
public money, and saying that it belonged to the 
mihtary chest ; and that their evasiogis of the article 
were most shameful, and evinced a want of pro- 
bity and honour, which was most disgraceful to 
them.'* If the French had given no other proofs 
of their want of such virtues, than those furnished 
by this occasion, neither the Portugueze, nor 
Spanish, nor British nations would condemn them, 
nor hate them as they tiow do ; nor would thijs 
article of the Convention have excited such indig- 
^]b^tion. For the French, b^ so acting, could not 
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deem themselves breakinjg an engagement; no 
doubt they looked upon themselves as injured, — 
that the failure in good faith was on the part of 
the British ; and that it was in the lawlessness of 
power, and by a mere quibble, that this con- 
struction was afterwards put upon the article in 
question. i 

Widely different from the conduct of the 
British was that of the Spaniards in a hke case : — 
with high feehng did they, abating not a jot or a 
tittle, enforce the principle of justice. *^ How,** 
says the goveriwr of Cadiz to General Dupont 
in the same noble letter before alluded to, " how/' 
says he, after enumerating ^the afflictions which 
his army, and the tyrant who had sent it, had 
unjustly brought upon the Spanish nation, (for 
of these, in their dealbgs with the French, they 
never for a naoment lost sight,) *^ hovy^^" asks he, 
*^ could you expect, that your army should carry 
off from Spain the fruit of its rapacity, cruelty, 
atjd impiety ? how could you conceive this pos- 
sible, #r that we should be so stupid or senseless ?" 
And this conduct is as wise in reason as it is true 
to nature. The Spanish people could have had 
no confidence in their government, if it had not 
acted thus« These are the sympathies which 
prove that a government is paternal, — that it 
makes one family with the people : besides, it is 
only by such adherence to justice, that, in times 
of like commotion, popular excesses can either 
be mitigated or -prevented. If we would be 
efficient allies of Spain, nay, if we would not? run 
the risfe of doing infinite harm, these sentiments 
ihust not only be ours as a nation, but they must 
pervade the hearts of our ministers and our gehe-. 
xals-^— our agents and our ambassadors. If it be 
cot so, they, who are sent abroad, must either be 
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conscious how unworthy they are> and with what 
unworthy commissionsi they appear, or notj if 
they do fee! this, then they mtist hang 'their 
heads, and blush for their country and themselves ; 
if they do not, the Spaniardis must blush for them 
and revolt from them ; or, what would be ten 
thousand times more deplorable, they must pur- 
chase a reconcilement and a communion by a 
sacrifice of all that is excellent in themselves. 
Spain must Either break down her lofty spirit, her 
animation and fiery courage, to run side by side 
in the same trammels with Great Britain ; or she 
must start off from her intended yoke-fellow with 
contempt and aversion. This is the alternative^ 
and there is no avoiding it. 

I have yet to speak of the influence of such 
concessions upon the Prench Ruler and his army. 
'With what Satanic pride must he have contem- 
plated the devotion of his servants and adherents 
to their law, the steadiness and zeal of thdr per- 
verse loyalty, and the faithfulness with which they 
stand by him and each other ! How nmst his 
heart have distended with false glory, while he 
contrasted these qualities of his subjeas with the 
insensibility and slackness of his British enemies ! 
This notice has, however, no especial propriety 
in this place ; for, as far as concerns Bonaparte, 
his pride and depraved confidence may be equally 
fed by "almost all the conditions ot this instru- 
ment. But, as to his army, it is plain that the 
permission, (whether it be considered as by an 
express article formally granted, of only involved 
in the general conditions of the treaty,) to bear 
away in triumph the harvest of its crimes, must 
not only have emboldened and exalted it with 
arrogance, and whetted its rapacity ; but that 
hereby every soldier, of which this army was 
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^omposed^ mu&t, upon his arrival in hU own 
jCpunbry, have been a seed ivhich would give back 
plenteously in its kind. The French are at 
present a needy people, without commerce or 
manu&ctures,— unsettled in their minds and de- 
based in their morals by. revolutionary practices 
knd habits of warfare ; and the youth of the 
country are rendered desperate by pppressioA^ 
which, leaving no choice in their occupation, dis- 
charges them from all responsibility to their own 
consciences. How powerful then must have been 
the action of such incitements upon a people so 
circumstanced ! The actual sight, and, far more, 
the imaginary sight and handling of these trea- 
sures, magnified by the romantic tales which must 
have been spread about them, would carry into 
eveiy town and village an antidote for the terrors 
of conscription ; and would rouze men, like the 
dreams imported from the new world when the first 
discoverers and adventurers returned, with their 
ingots and their gold dust — their stories and their 
pronoises, to inflame and madden the avarice of 
the old. " What an effect," says the Governor 
of Cadiz, ^* must it have upon the people,*' (he 
means the Spanish people,) <^ to know that a 
single soldier was carrying away 2580 livres 
toumois r* What an effect, (he might have said 

also,) must it have upon the French ! 1 direct 

the re^er*s attention to this, because it seems to 
have been overlooked ; and because some of the 
public journals, speaking of the Convention, (and, 
no doubt, uttering the sentiments of several of 
their readers,) — ^say " that they are disgusted with 
the tnuisactiout not because the French have been 
permitted to carry off a few diamonds, or some 
ingot; of silver; but because we confessed, by 
consenting to the treaty, that an army of 35,000 
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Biitbh troops^ aided by the Porta^eze nation^ 
was not able to com[)^i 20^000 Pi^ncn to suirender 
at discretion." This is indeed the root of the 
evil, as hath been shewn ; and it is the curse of 
this treaty, that the several parts of it are of such 
enormity as singly to occupy the attention and to 
destroy comparison and; coexistence. But the 
people of Great Britain are disgusted both with 
the oiie and the other. They bewail the violation 
of the principle: if the value of the things carried 
off had been in itself trifling, their grief and 
th^ir indignation would have been scarcely lest. 
Btit It is manifest, from what has been said, that 
it was not trifling; and that therefore, (upon that 
account as well as upon others,) this p^mission 
was no less impolitic than it was unjust and dis- 
honoui^able. 

^ In illustrating these articles of the Armistice 
and Convention, by which the French were both 
expressly permitted and indirectly enabled to carry 
on their booty, we have already seen, that a con« 
cession was made which is stilt more enormous ; 
viz. that all subjects of France, or of powers in 
alliance with France, domiciliated in Portugal or 
resident there, and all natives of Portugal who^ 
have accepted situations under M^ Frenci^avem^ 
mentj &c., shall have their frdperty of every kind 
guaranteed to them by the British army. By 
articles l6th and 17th, their fersom are placed 
under the like protection. ^* The French" (Article 
XVI.) " shall be at liberty cither to accompany 
die French army, or to remain in Portugal ;**' 
« And the Portugueze"( Article XVIL) « shall not 
be rendered accountable for their pditical con^ 
duct during the period of the occupation of the 
country by the French army : they all are placed 
under the protection of the British commanders^ 
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and shall sustain n6 injury in their property or 
persons/* 

I have aninaadvcrted, heretofore, upon the unr 
professional eagerness of our Gefi^r^ls to, appear . 
m the character of n^otiatcirs when the sword 
woiild hare done them more service than t^fc pen. ^ 
But, if they had confined themselves ;to/mprc,| 
military regulations, th^ fPight indeed withj;^ 
justice have been grievously censured as injudicious 
commanders, whose notion of the honour >qC 
armies was of a \cm pitch, and who had no con* , 
ception of the peculiar nature of the service^ in, 
which they were engaged : but the (^ensure niust^ 
ha^^ stopped here. \y bereas, by these provisions, 
they have shewn th^t they had never refl^qte^. 
upon the nature of military authority as contrls^-.r 
distinguished from givil. French example had fo 
far dazzled and blinded them, that the French 
army is suffered to denominate itself ^^ the French" 
fifosrtmmi ;\ and, from the whole tehour of these 
instruments, (from the preamble^ and these articles 
especially,) it should seeni that our Generals fancied 
thenjselves and their; army to be the Br'tUsh govern-' 
mmt. For these regulations, ^|i)anating firotn a 
mere military autboricy^ are purely civil; but; of 
such a kind, that no power on earm could confer 
a right to establish tb?m. An^ this trampling 
upon the most sacred rights-^this sacrifice of the 
consciousness of a self-^preserving. principle, with- 
out which neither s<>cieties nor governments can 
' ixist, is. not made by our generjs in relaupn 'to 
subjects of th^ir own sovereign, but i<> zsx inder 
pendent nation, our ally, into ^yhose territories 
we could not have entered but froni its confidence 
in our friendship and good faith. iSurely the per- 
sons, who (under the countenance of too high 
iuithority) have talked so loudly of prejudging 
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this question, entirely overlooked dr utterly forgot • 
this part of it. What have these monstrous pro- ' 
visfons^ to do with the relative strength of the- tW0 
armicS; or with, any point admitting a doubt I 
What need here of a court of judicature to settle 
who \yere the persons (their qames are subscribed 
by their own hands), and to determine the quality 
of the thing ? Actions and agents like these, ex- 
hibited in this connection with each other, must 
of necessity be condemned the moftient they arc : 
known : and to assert the contrary, is to maintain » 
that man is a being without understanding, and 
that morality is an empty dream. And, if this : 
condemnation must after this manner follow, to ' 
utter; it is less a duty than a further inevitable con- 
sequence from the constitution of human nature. » 
They; Who hold that the formal sanction of a ; 
coitrtirof judicature is in this case required before • 
a becipte has a right to pass sentence, know not to 
whatdegree they are enemies to that people and ^ 
to nia^rrkind ; to what degree selfishness, whether 
arisifyg frofai theit pedtiliar situation or from other 
causesi< h^s in them prevailed over those faculties . 
which are bur trdmnion inheritance, and cut them * 
off frota fellowshi ^ inth the species. Most deplo- 1 
table would ^e the' result, if^ it were possible that 
thejnjundtibns^bf these men could be obeyed, or 
thepf rettipnsttanifes acknowledged to be just. For, 
(hpttp mentioit that, if it were not for such prompt 
decisions of the public voice, misdemeanours of 
litciji high in office would rarely be accounted for 
at all;) we must bear in toind, at this crisis, that 
the adversary of all good is hourly and daily ex-^ 
tending his ravages; and, according to such 
notions of fitness, our indignation, our sorroWy 
our shame, our seh^se of right and wrong, and all 
those moral affections^ and powers of the u&der- 
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opposedy are to ^nter upon z long vac^uion ;. their 
m«lion is to be suspended — a thing impossible ; if 
it coald^ it would be destroyed. 

LetusTiow see wEat language the Portuguese 
tpeak upon that part of the treaty which has' 
incited me to give vent to these feelings^ and to 
assot these truths. '^ I protest/* says General 
Friere, ** against Article XVII., one of the. two 
now ufider examination, because it attempts to tie 
down the government of this kingdom not to 
bong to justice and condign punishment those 
persons, who have been notoriously and scan- 
dalously disloyal to their prince and the country 
by joining and. serving the French party: and^ 
even if the Enghsh army should be allowed to 
screen them from the punishment they have 
deserved, still it should not prevent their expul- 
sion — ^whereby this country would no loiiger have 
to fear being again betrayed by the same men." 
Yet, while tne partizans of the French are thus 
guarded, not a word is said to protect the loyal 
Forti^eze, whose fidelity to their coun^try and 
their prince must have repdcred them obnoxious 
to the French armyt ^twi who ip Lisbon andi 
the environs, were^left at its mercy; from the day 
when the Convention; was signed, t^U t)ie departur^^ , 
of the French. Couple jdso with this the first 
additional article, by which it is agreed, *^tha^ 
the individuals in the civil employment of the 
army,'* (including all the agitators, spies, in- 
formers, all the jackal^ of the ravenous lion,) 
** made prisoners either by the British troops or 
the Portuguese in any part of Portugal, will be 
restored (as is cmioniary) without exchange." 
That is, no stipulations bei^ig made for reciprocal 
conditions! In fact, through the whole course of 
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this strange interference of a military power #ith 
the administration of civil justice in the country of 
an ally, there is only one article (the I5th) 
which bears the least shew of attention to Porta- 
gueze interests. By this it is stipulated, "That, from 
the date of the ratification of the Convention, all 
arrears of contributions, requisitions, or claims < 
whatever of the French Crovernmcnt against sub- 
jects of Portugal, or any other individuals residing 
in this country, founded on the occupation of 
Portugal by the French troops in the month of 
December 1807, which may not have been paid 
up, are cancelled : and all sequestrations, laid upon 
their property moveable or immoveable, are re- 
moved; and the free disposal of the same is restored 
to the proper owners." Which amounts to this. 
The French are called upon formally to relinquish, 
in favour of the Portugueze, that to which they 
never had any right; to abandon false claims, 
whieh they either had a bower to enforce, or they 
had not : if they departed immediately and had mi 
power, the article was nugatory; if tney remaii\ed 
a day longer and had power, tnere was no security 
that they would abide by it. Accordingly, loud 
complaints were made that, after the date of the 
Convention, all kinds of ravages were committed 
by the French upon Lisbon and its neighbour- 
hood : and what did it matter whether these were 
upon the plea of old debts and requisitions; or new 
debts were created more greedily than ever— from 
the time tor collecting them 
article, then, the only one 
favourable to the Portugueze, 
ling: inasmuch as, in what 
L. that the People of Lisbon 
)d shall not be vexed and 
ich, during their stay, with 
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ligent; and^ in that for which it actually stipulates, 
wholly delusive. It is in fact insulting ; for the 
very admission of a formal renunciation of these 
claims does to a certain degree acknowledge their 
justice. The only decent manner of introducing 
matter to this effect would have been by placing 
it as a bye clause of a provision that secured the 
Fortugueze from further molestations/and merely 
alluding to it as a thing understood of course. 
Yet, from the place which this specious article oc- 
cupies, (preceding immediately the i6th and Ifth 
which we have been last considering,) it is clear that 
it must have been intended by the French General 
as honey smeared upon the edge of the cup — ^to 
make the poison, contained in those two, more 
palateable. 

Thus much for the Portugueze, and their par- 
ticular interests. In one instance, a concern of the 
Spanish Nation comes directly under notice ; and 
that nation also is treated without delicacy or 
feeling. For by the 18th article it is agreed, "that 
the Spaniards, (4000 in number) who had been 
disarmed, and were confined on ship-board in the 
port of Lisbon by the French, should be liberated.'* 
And upon what consideration ? Not upon their 
right to be free, as having been treacherously and 
cruelly dealt with by men who were part of a 
power that was labouring to subjugate their coun-« 
try, and in this attempt had committed inhuman 
crimes against it ; — not even exchanged as soldiers 
against soldiers: — but the condition of their eman- 
cipation is, that the British General engages " to 
obtain of the Spaniards to restore such French 
aubjects, either military or civil, as have been de- 
tained in Spain, without having been taken in 
battle or in consequence of military operations, but 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 



d9 

rin account of the occurrences of the 29th of last 
May and the days immediately following. " Occur^ 
fences P^ I know not what are exactly the features 
of the face for which this word serves as a Veil : I 
have no register at hand to inform me what these 
events precisely were : but there can be no doubt 
that it was a time of triumph for liberty and huma- 
nity ; and that the persons, for whom these noble- 
minded Spaniards were to be exchanged, were no 
Other than a horde from among the most abject of 
the French Nation ; probably those wretches, who, 
having never faced either the dangers or the fa- 
tigues of war, had been most bu^y in secret prepa- 
rations or were most corispicuous in open acts of 
massacre, when the streets of Madrid, a few weeks 
bcfc^re, had been drenched with the blood of two 
thousand of her btavest citizens. Yet the liberatioa 
of thfesfe Spaniards, upon these terms, is recorded 
(in the report of the Court of Enquiry) " as one of 
the advantages which, in the contemplation of the 
Generals, would result from the Convention ! '* 

Finally, " If th^re shall be any doubt (Article 
XIV.) as to the meaning of any arpcle, ii shall be 
expJainedi favourably to the French Army ; and 
Hostages (Article- XX.) of the rank of Field Offi- 
cers, on the part of the British Army and Navy, 
ihall be furnished for the guarantee of the present 
Convention.'* 

I have now gone th 
examining the most i 

CONVENll'ION of ClNTl 

tihe articles is twenty- tl 
ones — -a long ladder int 
Need it be safcl that 
suits— ^Uke these which 
hig, come from what qu 
emibited towards who 
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not merely mistrust and jealousy, but alienation 
and hatred. The passions and feelings may be 
quieted or diverted for a short time ; but, though 
out of sight or seemingly asleep, they must exist ; 
and the fife which they have received cannot, but 
by a long course of justice and kindness, be over-, 
come and destroyed. But why talk of a long 
course of justice and kindness, when the immediate 
result must have been so deplorable ? Relying upon 
our humanity, our fellow-feeling, and our justice, 
upon these instant and urgent claims, sanctioned 
by the more mild one of ancient alliance, the Por- 
tugueze People by voices from every part of their 
land entreated our succour ; the arrival qf a British 
Araiy upon their coasts was joyfully hailed ; and 
the people of the country zealously assisted ia 
landing the troops; without which help, as a British 
General has informed us, that landing could not 
have been effected. And it is in this manner that 
they are repaid ! Scarcely have we set foot upon 
their country before we sting them into self- 
reproaches, and act in every thing as if it were our 
wish to m^ke them ashamed of their generous con- 
fidence as of a foolish simplicity — proclaiming to 
them that they have escaped from one thraldom 
only to fall into another*. If the French had any 
traitorous partizans in Portugal, (and we have seen 
that such there were ; and that nothing was left 
undone on our part, which could be done, to keep 
them there, and to strengthen them) what answer 
could have been given to on6 of these, if (with this 
treaty in his hand) he had said, " The French 
. have dealt hardly with us, I allow ; but we have 
gained nothing: the change is not for the better, 
but for the worse : for the appetite of their tyranny 
was palled ; but this, being new to its food, is 
keen "and vigorous. If you have only a choice 
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. between two masters, (such an advocate might have 
argued) chuse always the stronger : for he, after his 
evil passions have had tjieir first harvest, confident 
in his strength, will not torment you wantonly in 
order to prove it. Besides, the property which 
he has in you he can maintain ; and there will be 
no risk of your being torn in pieces — the un- 
settled prey of two rival claimants. You will 
thus have the advantage of a fixed and assured, 
object of your hatred : and your fear, being stripped 
of doubt, will lose its motion and its edge : both 
passions will relax and grow mild ; and, though 
they may not turn into reconcilement and love,- 
though you may not be independent nor be free, 
yet you W*^at least exist in tr^ncjuillity,--rand pos- 
sess, if 1?^^ the activity of hope, the security of 
despair."^ No eflfectual answer, I say, could have 
been givfn to a man pleading thus in such circum- 
stances. So much for the choice of evils. But, 
for the hope of good ! — what is to become of jhe 
efibrts and high resolutions of the Ponugueze and 
Spanish Nations, manifested by their own hand 
in themanner Which we have seen? They may live 
indeed and prosper ; but ijot by us, but in despite 
of us. 

Whatever may be the character of the Portu- 
gucze Nation; be it true or not, that they hatta 
becoming sense of the injuries which they had re- 
ceived from the French Invader, and were rouzed 
to throw off oppression by a universal effort, and 
to form a living barrier against it ;r— certain it is 
that, betrayed and trampled upon as they had 
been, they held unprecedented claims upon huma* 
nity to secure them from further outrages. — More- 
over, our conduct towards them was grossly incon* 
sistent. For we entered their country upon the sup- 
position that they had such sensibility and virtue; 

M 2 
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wc announ<:cd to thw publickly and splcmftly om 
belief in th^s : and indeed to have landed a force 
in the peninsula upon any other inducement woul4 
have been the excess of folly and madness. Bvit 
the Portu^eze are a brave people-^a peppje o( 
great courage and worth ! Concluifion3, drawn from 
intercourse ^ith certain classes of the depraved iAt 
jjjiabitants of Lisbon only, and whicl^i are true only 
with respect to them, have been hastily extended to 
the whole nation, which has thus unjustly suffered 
l)oth in our esteem and in that of all Europe. In 
common with their neighbours the Spaniards^ they 
vaere making a universal, zealqus, and fearless eSprt; 
and, whatever may be the final issue, the veiy act 
of having risen under the pressure and^n the fac^ 
of the most tremendous military ppwe^Whi<^h the 
?arth has ever seen — ^is itself evidence ife" their 6r 
your, the strongest and mp^t comprehensive wbach 
can be given ; a transcendent glory ! which, let it 
be remembered^ no subsequent failures in dutjr 
p^ their part can foiifeit. This they must hayq 
felt — that they, had furnished an illustrious ex- 
ample ; and that nothing can abolish their claim 
upon the good wishes and upon the gratitude of 
mankind, which is — and will be through all ages 
their due* At such a time^ then, injuries and 
insults from any quarter would have been de- 
plpfable ; but, proceeding from us, the evil must 
have been aggravated beyond calculation. For we 
have, throughout Europe, the character of a sage 
and meditative people. Our history has been r^ad 
by the degraded Nations of the Continent with 
admiration, and some portions of it with awe; ; with 
a recognition of superiority and distance, whjch 
was honourable to us — salutary for those to whose 
hearts, in thcjr depressed state, it coujcj find en- 
trance—and promisipg for the future condition of 
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fhe hwmaijL race. W^ h^\re beca loffkt^ up to 4^» 
peopk who have acted wbly ; whom their coi:^ 
ititifitiojti of goYern,aieiit has enabled to, speak and 
wi:ite freely, and who, therefore have thought cop[i^ 
pr^bensively ; as a people among whom philoso^ 
pb.ei;s and poets, by their surpassing genius-r-their 
wisdom — and knowledge of huqian, nature, have 
pircuUted — ^and made fan;iiJLiar — divinely-tempered 
senjtioiehts and the pureat not;ions copcerning th^ 
duties^ and true dignity of individual and soci4 
m^ i,n all situations and under all trials. By sq 
readily, acceding to the prayers with whi^h the 
Spaniards anjd rortugu^ze entreated our assistance, 
we had proved to then^ that we wer^ not vy;anting in 
fellpw- feelings Therefore might wje be admitted 
to, be judges between them and th^ir enemies-^ 
unexcepijionablp ju4gj?s-^ more competent 6vcii 
than a dispassionate, posterity, which, from the verjf 
wa|it compv^ively of interest and pas^ipOf might? 
be in, it^ examination, remiss anxl; negUg^nt, and 
therefore in its decision. er;:oneoiji^ We, their con^ 
temporaries, were drawn towards, thenv as. sfif&ring 
beings ; but still their sufferings were not ours, npc 
cjouldbp; and ^e seemed to stand at that duq 
point of djstanCQ fron> which right and wrong 
might bp fairly looked at and, seep, in their just 
prpppY-tipn^ Every thing conspired to prepos^sii 
the Spaniards and rortugucze in our favour, an4 
to, give the judgment of the British Nation authp-» 
rjty in their eycsi. Strange, then, would be their 
firs^ sensatiops, when^ uppn fi^rthpr trial, instead of 
a jgrovjging sytnpathy,. they met with demonstration^ 
ot a state of seqtiment and opinion abhorrent from 
their own. A shock must have followed upon thia 
discovery, a shock to their confidenpe-^qot per^i 
haps at npt in.us^ but in thepaselves : fpr, like:al( 
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men under the agitation of extreme passion, no 
doubt they had before experienced occasional mis- 
givings that they were subject to error and distrac- 
tion from afflictiDns pressing too violently upon 
them. These flying apprehensions would now take 
a fixed place ; and that moment would be most 
painful. If they continued to respect our opinion, 
so far must they have mistrusted themselves : fatal 
mistrust at such a crisis ! Their passion of just 
vengeance, their indignation, their aspiring hopes, 
every thing that elevated and cheared, must have 
departed from them. But this bad influence, the 
excess of the outrage would mitigate or prevent ; 
and we may be assured that they rather recoiled 
from allies who had thus by their actions dis- 
countenanced and condemned effbrts, which the 
most solemn testimony of conscience had avouched 
to them were just ; — that they recoiled from us with 
that loathing and contempt which unexpected, 
determined, and absolute hostility, upon points of 
dearest interest will for ever create. 

Again : independence and liberty were the bles- 
sings for which the people of the Peninsula were 
contending — immediate independence, which was 
not to be gained but by modes of exertion 
from which liberty must ensue. Now, liberty — 
healthy, matured, time-honoured liberty — this is 
the growth and peculiar boast of Britain ; and na- 
ture herself, by encircling with the ocean the 
country which we inhabit, has proclaimed that this 
mighty nation is for ever to be her "own ruler, and 
that the land is set apart for the home of immortal 
independence. Judging then from these first fruits 
of British Friendship, what bewildering and de- 
pressing and hollow thoughts must the Spaniards 
and Portugueze have entertained concerning the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9S 

real value of these blessings, if the p«oplc"who havq 
possessed them longest, and who ought to under* 
stand them best, could send forth an armv capable 
of enacting the oppression and baseness of the Con- 
vention of Cintra ; if the government of that people 
could' sanction this treaty; and if, lastly, this dis-j 
tinguished and favoured people themselves could 
suffer it to be held forth to the eyes of men as ex- 
pressing the sense of their hearts— as an image of 
their understandings. 

But it did not speak their sense — it was not 
cndured-r^t was not submitted to in their hearts. 
Bitter was the sorrow of the people of Great Britida 
when the tidings first came to their ears, when they 
first fixed their eyes upon this covenant — over- 
whelming was their astonishment, tormenting theic 
shame ; fheir indignation was tumultuous ; and 
the burthen of the past would have been insup- 
portable, if it had not involved in its very nature 
a sustaining hope for the future. Among many 
alleviations, there was one, which, (not wisely^ 
but overcome by circumstances) all were willing 
to admit; — ^that the event was so strange and 
uncouth, exhibiting such discordant characteristics 
of innocent fatuity and enormous guilt, that it 
could not without violence be thought of as indi^ 
cative of a general constitutidn of things, either in 
the country or the government ; but that it was a 
kind oilusus naturae in the moral world — a solitary 
straggler out of the circumference of nature's law — T 
a monster which could not propagate, and had no 
birthright in futurity. Accordingly, the first ex- 
pectation was that the government would deem 
itself under the necessity of disanuUing the Con- 
vention ; a necessity which, though in itself a great 
evil, appeared small in the eyes of judicious men. 
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such a contiraft could be binding. For they, who 
had signed and ratified it, had hot only glaringly 
exceeded all po^er which could be supposed to be 
Vested ia them as holding a military office ; but^ 
in the exercise of political functions, they had 
framed ordinances which neithex the gbVerhtticht, 
nor the nation, nor any power on earth, could 
confer upon them a right to frame : theretorei thd 
contract was self-destroying from the beginning. 
It is a wretched oversight, or a wilful ihhst of 
terms still more wretched, to speak of the good 
faith of a nation as being pledged to an act which 
was not a shattering of the edifice of justice, but a 
subversion of its foundations. One m^n cannot 
sign away the faculty of reasoh.in itiother; much 
less can one or two individuals do this for a' whole 

f)C0pl6. Tlier^fore the contract was void, both 
rom its injustice and its absurdity ; and the party, 
with whom it was ma'de, must have known it to be 
so. It could not then but be expected by many 
that the government would reject it. Moreover, 
extraordinary outrages against reason and Virtue 
demand that e^itraordinary sacrifices of atonement 
should be tfiade upon their altars ; and some wei'e 
encouraged to thlnlj;. that a government riiight 
Upon this impulse rise above itself, arid tufn an 
exceeding disgrace into true glory, by a public 
profession of shame and repentance lOr having 
appointed sudh unworthy instfumerits ; ^hat, this 
being acknowledged, it would clear itself from, 
all imputation of having any further conneldtiori 
with what had been done, and would provide 
that the nation should as speedily as pd^sible, 
be purified from all suspicion of looking iipoil it 
witii other feelings than those of abhorrence. The 
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people knew what had been their own wishes when 
the army was sent in aid of their allies ; and thejr 
clung to the faith^ that their wishes and the ainis 
of the Grovcrnment must have been in unison ; and 
that the guilt would soon be judicially fastened 
upon those who stood forth as principals, and who 
(it was hoped) would be found to have fulfilled 
only their own will and pleasure, — ^to have had no 
explicit commission or implied encouragement for 
whait they had done, — no accessaries in their crime* 
The punishment of these persons was anticipated, 
not to satisfy any cravings ofVindictive justice (for 
these, if they could have existed in such a case, 
had been thoroughly appeased already: for what 
. punishment could be greater than to hare brought 
upon themselves the sentence passed upon them by 
the voice of their countrymen ?) ; but for this rea* 
son — that a judicial condemnation of the men, 
who were openly the proximate cause, and who 
were forgetfully considered as the single and sole 
originating source, would make our detestation of 
the effect more signally manifest. 

These thoughts, if not ^^xlcomed without scruple 
and relied upon without fear, were at least en* 
couraged ; till it was recollected that the persons at 
the head of government had ordered that the 
event should be communicated to the inhabitants 
of the metropolis with signs of national rejoicing. 
No wonder if, when these rejoicings were called to 
mind, it was impossible to entertain the faith 
which would have been most consolatory. The 
evil appeared no longer as the forlorn monster 
which I have described. It put on another shape . 
and was endued with a more formidable life— with 
power to generate and transmit after its kind. A 
n?w a.nd^aUrming import was addjed to the event 

N 
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"by tbidOpen testimony of gladness and approbation ; 
which intimated-— which declared — ^that the spirit, 
which swayed the individuals who were the osten- 
sible and immediate authors of the Convention, 
was not confined to them ; but that it was widely 
prevalent : else it could not have, been found in 
the very council-seat ; there, where if wisdom and 
virtue have not some influence, what is to become 
of the nation in these times of peril ? rather say, 
into what an abyss is it already fallen ! 

His Majesty's ministers, by this mode of commu- 
nicating the tidings, indiscreet as it was unfeeling, 
had committed themselves. Yet still they might 
have recovered from the lapse^ have a\Yakened after 
a little time. And accordingly, notwithstanding an 
annunciation so ominous, it was matter of surprise 
and sorrow to many, that the ministry appeared to 
deem the Convention binding, and that its terms 
were to be fulfilled. There had indeed been only 
a choice of eiils : but, of the two the worse — 
ten thousand times the worse — ^was fixed upon. 
The ministers, having thus^DflSicially applauded the 
treaty, — and, by suffering it to be carried into 
execution, made themselves a party to the trans- 
action, — drew upon themselves those suspicions 
which will ever pursue the steps of public men 
who abandon the direct road which leads to the 
welfare of their country. It was suspected that 
they had taken this part against the dictates of 
conscience, and from selfishness and cowardice ; 
that, from the first, they reasoned thjos Within 
themselves : — '* If the act be indeed so criminal as 
there is cause to believe that the public will pro- 
nounce it to be ; and if it shall continue to be 
regarded as such ; great odium must sooner or later 
fall upon those wno have appointed the agents ; 
And this ocfmm, which will be from the first con- 
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sidcrable, in spite of tbe astbriishmcnt and itidig-^ 
nation of which the framcrs of the Convention may 
be the immediate object, will, when the astonish- 
ment has relaxed, and the angry passions have died 
away, settle (for many causes) more heavily upon 
those who, by placing such men in the command, 
are the original source of the guilt and the dis- 
honour. How then is this most effectually to be 
prevented ? By endeavouring to prevent or to 
destroy, as far as may be, the odium attached 
to the act itself.'* For which purpose it was sus- 
pected that the rejoicings had been ordered; and 
that afterwards (when the people had declared 
themselves so loudly), — partly upon the plea of the 
good faith of the nation being pledged, and partly 
^om a^ false estimate of the comparative force of 
the two obligations, — the Convention, in the same 
selfish spirit, was carried into effect : and that the 
ministry took upon itself a final responsibility, 
with a vain hope that, by so doing and incorpo- 
raring its own credit with the transaction, it might 
bear down the censures of the people, and oveiruk 
their judgment to the superinducing of a belief/ 
that Ate treaty was not so unjust and inexpedient : 
and thus would be included — in one sweeping 
exculpation — the misdeeds of the servant and the 
master. 

But, — ^whether these suspicions wire reasonable , 
or not, whatever motives produced a determination 
that the Convention should be ictcd upon, — there 
can be no doubt df the manner in which the 
ministry wished that the people should appreciate 
it ; when the same persons, who had ordered that 
it should at first be received with rejoicing, availed 
themselves of his Majesty's high authority to g>ve 
a harsh reproof to the City of London for having 
prayed ^ itSat an enquiry might be instituted into 
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this dishonourable and unprecedented transaction. ^ 
In thcir.petition they styled it also " an afflicting 
event — humiliating and degrading to the country, 
and injurious to his Majesty's Allies/' And for 
this, to the astonishment and grief of all sound 
minds, the petitioners were severely reprimanded j 
and told, among other admonitions, ^* that it was 
inconsistent with the principles of British juris- 
pradence to pronounce Judgement without pre- 
vious investigation." 

Upon this charge, as re-echoed in its general 
import by persons who have been over-awed or 
deceived, and by others who have been wilful 
deceivers, I have already incidently animadverted ; 
and repelled it, I trust, with becoming indignation. 
I shall now meet the charge for the last time for- 
mally and directly ; on account of considerations ap- 
plicable to all times; and because the whole course 
of domestic proceedings relating to the G^nvention 
of Cintra, combined with menaces which have been 
recently thrown out in the lower House of Parlia- 
ment, renders it too probable that a league has been 
framed for the purpose of laying further restraints 
upoH freedom of speech and of the press ; and that 
the reprimand to the City of London was devised 
by ministers as a preparatory overt act of this 
scheme ; to the great abuse of the Sovereign's Au- 
thority, and in contempt of the rights of the nation. 
In meeting this charge, I shall shew to what des- 
perate issues men are brought, and in what woeful . 
labyrinths they are entangled, when, under the 
pretext of defending instituted Jaw, they violate 
the laws of reason and nature for their own unhaU 
lowcfi purposes. 

If the persons, who signed this petition, acted 
inconsistently with the principles of British juris- 
prudence ; the offence must have been cooomitted 
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by giving an answer, before adequate and lawful 
evidence had entitled them ^o to do, to one or 
other of these questions : — " What is the act ? 
and who is the agent ? "-r-or to both conjointly. 
Now the petition gives no opinion upon the agent ; 
it pronoimces only upon the act, and that some 
one must be guilty ; but who — ^it does not take 
upon itself to say. It condemns the act ; and calls 
for punishment upon the authors, whosoever thtey 
may be found to be ; and does no more. After 
the analysis which has been made of the Conven- 
tion, I may ask if there be any thing in this which 
deserves reproof; and reproof from an authority 
which ought to be most enlightened and most dis- 
passionate, — as it is, next to the legislative, the 
most solemn authority in the land. 

*It is known to every one that the privilege of 
complaint and petition, in cases where the nation 
feels itself aggrieved, itself being the judge, (and 
who else ought to be, or can be ?)— a privilege, the 
exercise of which implies, condemnation of some- 
thing complained of, followed by; a prayer for its 
removal or correction — not only is established by 
the most grave and authentic charters of English-^ 
men, who have been taught by their wisest states-* 
men and legislators to be jealous over its preser- 
vation, and to call it into practice upon every 
reasonable occasion ; but also that this privilege is 
an indispensable condition of all civil liberty. Nay, 
of such paramount interest is it to mankind, exist- 
ing under any frame of Government whatsoever ; 
that, either by law or custom, it has universally 
prevailed under all governments — ^from the Grecian 
and Swiss Democracies to the Despotisms of Im- 
perial Rome, of Turkey, and of France under her 
present ruler. It must then be a high principle 
which could exact obeisance from governments at 
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the twD extremes of polity, and from all modes of 
gvrenimcnt inclusively \ from the best and from 
the worst; from rnagistrates acting under obedience 
to the stedfast lavir which expresses the general 
will ; and from depraved and hcentious tyrants, 
wbose habit it is — to express, and to act upon, their 
cmti individual will. Tyrants have seemed to feel 
that, if this principle were aclcnowledged, the sub- 
ject ought to be reconciled to any thing ; that, by 
permitting the free exercise of this right alone, an 
adequate pritx was paid down for all abuses ; that 
a standing pardon was included in it for the past, 
and a daily renewed indulgence for every future 
enormity. It is then melancholy to think that the 
time is come when an attempt has been made to 
tear, out of the venerable crown of the Sovereign 
of Great Britain, a gfem which is in the very front 
of the tuiban of the Emperor of Morocco. — (See 
Appenduc D.) 

To enter upon ihis argument is indeed both 
astounding and humitiating : for the adversary in 
the present case is bound to contend that we 
cannot pronounce i:^on evil or good, either in the 
actions of our own or in past times, unless the 
decision of a Court of Judicature has empowered 
us so to do. Why then have historians written ? 
and why do we yield to the impulses of our 
nature, dating or loviog-^approving or condemn* 
ing according to the appearances which their 
records present to our eyes ? But the doetrine i^ 
as nefarious as it is absurd. For those public 
events in which men are most interested, namely, 
the crimes of rulers and of persons in ha^ autlio- 
Titfy for the most pait at'e such as ekher haivt^ 
never been brought beftnre tribtmak at all, or befdre 
imjosc ones : for, tho«fgh offimders may be \n hos^^ 
tiktf with each c^ier^ yet tfa^ kihgdom of guik is 
4 
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not wholly divided agiunfltitjself ; its sBfajectf are 
united by a general interest to elude or overcome 
that law which would bring them to condign 
punishment. Therefore to make a verdict of m 
Court of Judicature a necessary condition for 
enabling men to determine the quality of an act, 
when the *^ head and front" — the life and soul of the 
offence may have been, that it eludes or rises above 
the reach of all judicature, is a contradiction which 
would be too gross to merit notice, were it not 
that men willingly suiFer their ilnderstahdings to 
stagnate. And hence this rotten bog, rotten and 
unstable as the crude consistence of Milton's Chaos, 
** smitten" (for I will continue to use the Ian- 
guage of the poet) " by the petrific mace — ^and 
bound with Gorgoniao rigour by the look " — of 
despotism, is transmuted ; and becomes a high-way 
pf adamant for the sorrowful steps of generation 
after generation. 

Again : in cases where jiriicial inquiries can be 
and are instituted, and are equitably conducted, 
this suspension of judgment, with re^ct to act or 
agent, is only supposed nccdsarily to exist in the 
court itself; not in the witnesses, the plaintifl^ or , 
accusers, or in the minds even of the people who 
may be present. If the contrary supposition were 
realized, how could the arraigned person eviar have 
been brought into court ? What would become of 
the indignation, the hope, the sorrow, or the sense 
of justice, by which the prosecutors, or the people 
of the country who pursued or apprehended the 
presumed criniinal, or they who appear in evidencd 
against him, are actuated ? If then this suspen- 
sion of judgment, by a law of human nature 
and a requisite of society, is not supposed neses- 
sarify t0 exist— except in the minds of the cotnt ; 
i^ this be undeniable in cases where the eye and 
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car-witnesses arc few ; — how much, more so in tc 
case like the present ; where all, that constitutes 
the essence of tha act, is avowed by the agents 
themselves, and lies bare to the notice of the 
whole world? — ^Now it was in the character of 
complainants and denunciators, that the petitioners 
of tne City of London appeared before his Ma- 
jesty's throne ; and they have been reproached by 
his Majesty's ministers under the cover of a sophism, 
which, if our anxiety tb interpret favourably words 
sanctioned by the First Magistrate — makes us 
unwilling to think it a dehberate artifice meant 
for the delusion gf the people, must however 
(on the most charitable comment) be pronounced 
an evidence of no little heedlessness and self- 
delusion on the part of those who framed it. 

To sum up the matter — the right of petition 
(which, we have shewn as a general proposition, 
supposes a right to condemn, and is in itself aii act 
of qualified condemnation) may in too many in- 
stances take the ground of absolute condemnation, 
both with respect to the crime and the criminal. 
It was confined, in this case, to the crime ; but, if 
the City of London had proceeded farther, they 
would have been jusrifiable ; because the delin- 
quents had set their hands to their own delin- 
quency. The pctirioners, then, are not only 
clear of all blame ; but are entided to high praise : 
and we have seen thither the doctrines lead, 
upon which they were condemned. — And now, 
mark the discord which will ever be found in 
the actions of men, where there is no inward har- 
mony of reason or virtue to regulate the outward 
conduct. 

Those ministers, who advised their Sovereign to 
reprove the City of London for uttering prema- 
turely, upon a ntieasure, an opinion in which they 
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were supported by the unaniniou*s voice of the; 
nation, had themselves before publickly prejudged 
the question by ordering that the tidings should 
be communicated with rejoicings. One of their 
body has since attempted to wipe away this stigma 
by representing that these orders were given out o£ 
a just tenderness for thejeputation oif the generals, 
who would otherwise have appeared to be con- 
demned without trial. • But did the^e rejoicings 
leave the matter indifferent ? Was not the positive 
fact of thus expressing an opinion (above all in a 
case like this, in which, surely no man could ever 
dream that there were any features: of splendour) 
far stronger language of approbation, than the 
negative fact could be of disapprobation ? For these 
same ministers who had called upon the people of 
Great' Britain to rejoice over the Armistice and 
Convention, and who reproved and discounte- 
nanced and suppressed to the utmost of their 
power every attempt at petitioning for redress of 
the injury caused by those treaties, have now 
made publick a document from which it. appears 
that, " when the instruments were first laid before • 
his Majesty, the king felt himself compelled ^at 
once^' (i. e. previously to all investigation) '^ to ex-^ 
press his disapprobation of those articles, in which 
stipulations were mJsdt directly affecting the in* 
terests or feelings of the Spanish and Portugueze 
nations.". 

And was it possible that a $o\ 
country could be otherwise affecti 
to be regretted that his Majesty's^ 
upon this occasion, radical^ — and 
sterner tone ; that a council was 
sufficiently intelligent and virtuoi 
king to give full expression to the 
own miiidj which, we, may reasonat 

O 
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in sympathy ^ith those of a brave and loyal people. 
Never surely was there a public event more fitted 
to reduce men, in all ranks of society, under the 
supremacy of their cdmrtioh nature ; to impress 
upon them on^ belief ; to infuse into them one 
spirit. For it was not done in a remote corner by 
persons of obscure rank ; but in the eyes of Europe 
^nd of all mankiild ; by the leading authorities, 
military and civil, of a mighty empire. It did not 
relate to a petty immunity, or a local and iniulated 
privilege — ^but to the highest feelings of honour 
to which a nation may either be calmly and gra- 
dually raised by a long course of independence^ 
liberty, and glory ; or to the level of which it may 
be lifted up at once, from a fallen state, by a sudden - 
and extrenic pressure of violence and tyranny. It 
not only related to these high feelings of honour ; 
but to the fundamental principles of justice, by 
which life and property, that is the m<pans (rf 
living, are secured, 

A people, whose government had been dissolved 
by fordgn tjTa/iny, and which had been left to 
work out its salvation by its own virtues, prayed 
For our help. And whence were we to learn how 
that help could be most effectually given, how they 
were even to be preserved from receiving injuries 
instead of benefits at our hands, — whence were we 
to learn this but fi'ofn their language and from our 
own hearts? They had spoken of unrelenting and 
inhuman wrongs ; of patience wearied out ; of the 
agonizing yoke cast off; of the blessed service of 
^freedom chosen ; of heroic aspirations ; df con- 
stancy, and fortitude, and perseverance ; of resolu- 
tion even to the death ; of gladness in the embrace 
bf death ; df weeping over the graves of the slain, 
ty those who had not been so happy ^s to die ; of 
Tesignation under the worst final doom ; of glory^ 
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and triumph, and punishment. This was ttie lati- 
guage which wc heard— this was the devout hymri 
that was chaunted ; and the responses^ with which 
pur country bore a part in the solemn service, .were 
from her soul and from the depths of her soul. 

O sorrow ! O misery for England, the land of 
liberty and Courage and peace; the land, ttust- 
worthy and long approved ; the home of lofty ex* 
ample and benign precept; the central orb to 
which, as to a fountain, the nations of the earth 
** ought to repair, and in their golden urns draw 
light ;" — O sorrow and §hame for pur country ^ for 
the grass which is upon her fields, and the dust 
which is in her graves ;~-for her good men who 
now look upon the 'day ; — and her long train o^ 
deliverers and defenders, her Alfred, her Sidneys^ 
»nd her Milton i whose voice yet speaketh for our 
teproach ; and whose actions survive in memory 
to confound us, or to redeem ! 

For what hath been done ? look at it ; we have 
looked at it: we have handled it : we have pon- 
deted it steadily : we have tried it by the principles 
of absolute lind eternal justice ; by the sentiments 
of high-minded honour, both with reference to 
their general nature, and to their especial exaltation 
under present circumstances ; by the rules of expe- 
xiience; by the maxims of prudence, civil and 
military : we have weighed it in the balance of all 
these^ and found it wanting; in that, which is most 
fcxpcUent, most wanting. 

Our country placed herself by the side of Spain^ 
and her fell6w nation ; she sent an honourable 
portipn o( her sons to aid a sufFerirtg people to 
subjugate or destroy ^n army — but I degrade the 
word"— a banded multitude of perfidious oppressors, 
of robbers and assassins, who had outlawed them- 
4elve8 firotn society in the wantonness of power; 

oa . 
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who were abominable, for their own crimes, and on 
account of the crimes of him whom they served--^ 
to subjugate or destroy these ; not exacting that it 
should be done within a limited time ; admitting 
even that they might effect their purpose, or not ; 
she could have borne either issue, she was prepared 
for either ; but she was not prepared for such a 
deliverance as hath been accomplished ; not a deli- 
verance of Portugal from French oppression, but 
of the oppressor from the anger and power (at least 
from the animating efforts) of the Peninsula : she 
was not prepared to stand between her allies/ and 
their worthiest hopes : that, when, chastisement 
could not be inflicted, honour — as much as bad 
men could receive — should be conferred : that 
jthem, . whom her own hands had humbled, the 
same hands and no other should exalt : that finally « 
the sovereign of this horde of devastators, himself 
the destroyer of the hopes of good men, should 
have to say, through the mouth of hiJi minister, and 
for,^the hearing of all Europe, that his army of 
• Portugal had "dictated the terms of its glo- 
rious retreat/* 

I I have to defend my countrymen : and, if their 
feelings ueserve reverence, if there be any stirrings 
of wisdom in the motions of their souls, my tasl^ is 
accomplished. For here were no factions toMnd; 
no dissolution of established, authorities to con- 
found ; no ferments to distemper ; no narrow selfish 
interests to delude. The object was at a distance ; 
and it rebounded upon us, as with force col- 
lected from a mighty distance ; we were cdm till 
the very moment of transition ; and all the people 
were moved— and felt as with one heart, ^nd spake 
as with one voice. Every human being in these 
islands was unsettled ; the most sUvisb broke loose 
a^ from fetters; and there was not an ia4ividual-*i^ 
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need ndt be said of heroic virtue, but of ingenuous 
life and sound discretion— who^, if his father, bis 
son, Or his brother, or if the flower of his house 
had been in that army, would not rather ^hat they 
bad perished, and the whole body of their coun- 
trymen, their companions in arms, had perished to 
a man, than that a treaty should have been sub- 
mitted to upon such conditions. This was the 
feeling of the people ; an awful fceliAg : and it is 
from these oracles that rulers are to learn wisdom. 

For, when the people speaks loudly, it b from 
being strongly possessed either by the Godhead or 
the Demon ; and he, who cannot discover the true 
spirit from the false, hath no ear for profitaible 
communion. But in all that regarded the des* 
tinies of Spain, and her own as connected with 
them, the roiie of !&itain had the unquestionable 
tound of inspiration. If the gentle passions of jaty, 
love, and gratitude, be porches ot the temple ; if 
the sentiments of admiration and rivalry be pillars 
upon which the structure is sustained; if, lastly, 
hatred, and anger, and vengeance, be steps which, 
by a mystery of nature, lead to the House of 
Sanctity ; — then was it manifest to what power the 
edifice was consecrated ; and that the Voice withia 
was of Holiness and Truth. ' 

Spain had risen not merely to be delivered and 
saved ;— deliverance and safety were but intermc- 
. diate objects ; — regeneration and liberty were the; 
end, and the means by which this end was to be ' 
attained ; had their own high value ; Were deter- 
mined and precious; and could no more admit 
of being departed from, than the end of being for^ 
gotten. — She had risen — not merely to be free ; 
but, in the act and process of aajuiring that free- 
dom, to recompense nerself, as it were in a moment, 
fbrallwliich she had suffered through ages; to 
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iery; upon the £ilse fame of a cruel Tyiant^ large 
contributions of true glory ; to lift herself, by the 
conflict, as high in honoui^-ras the dbgrace was 
deep to which her own weakness and vices^ and 
the violence and perfidy of her enemies, had sub* 
jected her. 

Let us suppose that our own land had been so 
outraged ; could we have been content that tbdT 
enemy should be wafted from our shores as lightly 
as he came,-— much less that he should depart 
illustrated in his own eyes and glorified, singing 
longs of savage triumph and wicked gaiety ? — No, 
*— Should we not have felt that a high trespass — t 
grievous offence had been committed:; and that 
to demand satisfaction was our first and indispensa* 
ble duty? Wbuld'we not have rendered their 
bodies back upon our guardian oc^an which had 
borne them hither ; or have insisted that their 
haughty waipons should submissively kiss the scmI 
which they had polluted ? We should have been 
xcsoluie in a defence that would strike awe and . 
-terror : this for our dignity :— rmorcover, if safety 
and deliverance are to be so fondly prized for their 
own sakes, what security otherwise could they 
liave? -Would it not be certain -that the work/ 
ivhich had been so ill done to-day, we should be 
called upon to execute still more imperfectly and 
ingloriously to-morrow ; that we should be sum* 
moned to an attatnpt that would be vain ? 

In like manner were the wise 'and heroic Spahi- 
ards moved. If an Angel from heaven had come 
with power to take the enemy from their grasp (I • 
do not fear to say this, in spite of the dominion 
which is now re^-extcnded over so large a porrion of 
their land), they would have been sad ; they would 
have looked round them ; their souls would have 
turned inward ; and they would have stood like 
men defrauded and betrayed. 

1 V ' 
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. For hot pre'sufnptuously had dacy taken upcm 
themselves the work of chastisement. They did oat 
wander madly about the world— Hke the Tamer*, 
lanes, or the Chengiz Khans, or the preseot bapfcw^* 
rian Ravager of Europe — under a mock title of JDe* 
legates of the Almighty, acting upon self-assum;ed 
authority. Their commission had been thrust upon 
them. They had been trampled upon, tormented, 
wronged — bitterly, wantonly wronged— -if ever a 
people cm the earth was wronged. And this it wat 
which legitimately incorporated their law with the 
supreme conscience, and gave to them the deep 
faith which they have expressed-^that their power 
was favoured and assisted by the Almighty .-r- 
These words are irot uttered without a due seoso 
of their awful import : but the Spirit of ^rH ii 
strong : and the subject requires the highest mode 
of thinking and feeling of which human nature is 
capable. — Nor in this can they be deceived ; for^ 
whatever be the immediate issue for themselves, 
the final i^ue for their Country and Mankind must 
be good ; — they are instruments of betnefit an4 
glory for the ^luman race ^ and the Deity there* 
fore is with them. 

From these impulses, then, our brethren of tbf 
Peninsula had risen ; they could have risen ftoni 
no other. By these energies^ and by such others ai 
(under judicious encouragement) would naturally 
> grow out of and unite wifh these, the multitudes^ 
who have riseii, stand ,- and, if they desert thetn, ' 
must fen. — Riddance, mere riddance— safety, m^c 
safety — are objects far too defined, too inert and 
ips^sive in their own nature, to have abilit}'- cither to 
Touze or to sustain. They Avin not "the mind by 
any attraction of grandeur or sublime delight, 
either in effort pr in endurance : for th^ mind gains 
icpnsciottsne$s oi its streiigtb to undergo only by 
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exercise amfritg materials Which admit the impres- 
$ioA of its power, — ^which grdw under it, which 
bend under it, — which resist, — which ; change 
under it$ influence,— which alter either through 
its might or in its presence, by it or before it» 
These, during times of tranquillity, are the objects 
with which, in, the studious walks of sequestered^ 
life. Genius most loves to holcl intercourse ; by: 
which it is reared and supported ; — these are the 
qualities in action and in object, in image, in 
thought, and in feeling, from communion with 
which proceeds originally all that is creative in art 
and science, and all that is magnanimous in virtue*. 
— ^Despair thinks of safety^ and hath no purpose ; 
fear thinks of safety ; despondency looks the 
same way : — but these passions are far too selfish, 
and therefore too blind, to reach the thing at whicn 
they aim ; dven when there is ,in them sUfficieht 
dignity to have an aim.— All courage is a projec- 
tion from ourselves ; however short-lived, it is a 
morion of hope. But these thoughts bind too 
closely to something inward, — to the present and^ 
to. the past, — that is, to the self which is or hag 
been. Whereas the vigour of the human soul is 
ftfxa without and from futurity,— in breaking 
down limit, and losing and forgetting herself in 
the sensation and image of Country and of die 
human race ; and, when she returns and is most 
restricted and confined, her dignity consists in the 
contemplarionL of a better and more exalted being, 
which, though proceeding from herself, she loves 
and is devoted to as to another. 

In following the stream of these thoughts, I have 
not wandered frojn my course : I hare drawn out 
to open day the truth from its recesses in the minds 
of my c6untrymqf). — Soniething more perhaps 
may have been done : ^ shape hath perh4>s been 
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the strv^le wit 
should ben^in 
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be frustrated t 
things which 
against moral ] 
will not sufFer, 
that purblind c 
hopes in 4:he £ii 
tinc^es of strong 
tion ^ when the 
uoderstanding ^ 
«orbedinasupr 
and passion; wl 
being of huoianuy. 

^ How base 1 how puny I how inefficient for all 
good purposes are the tools and implements of 
policy^ compared with these mighty engines of 
r^ature ! — ^There is no middle course : two masters 
cannot be served: — ^Justice must either be en- 
throned above mig^t, and the moral law take place 
of the edicts of sel£sh passion; or the h^art 6f 
the pec^e^ which alone can sustain the efforts of 
the people^i will lanjguish : thdr desires will not 
spread beyond the p^ugh and the loom^ the field 
and the fireside : ;he swprd will appear to them 
an emblem of no pomise; an instrument of no 
hope ; an object of mdifFerence, of dis^st, or fear. 
Was there ever — si^ce the earliest actions of men 
which have been transmittisd by affectionate tradi- 
tion or recorded by faithful history, or sung to 
the ia;^>afsioned harp of poetry— was there ever a 
people who f»resenited tnemselves to the reasofi 
and ti^e imagination^ as under more holy infltiences 
than the dwellers upon the Southern Peninsula; 
^ ' P ' 
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4s routed more instantaneously frbm'a deadly sleep 
to a more hopeful wakefulness; a? a mass fluctu- 
ating with one motion under the breath of a 
mightier wind ; as breaking themselves up, and 
setUing into several bodies, in more , harmonious 
order ; as reunited and embattled under a standard 
which was reared to the sun with more authentic 
assurance of final victory ? — ^The superstition (I do 
not dread the word), which prevailed in these 
nations, nuy have checked many of my country- 
men who would otherwise have exuWingly accom- 
jpanied me in the challenge which, under the 
shape of a question, I have been confidently utter- 
ing ; as I know that this stain (so the same persons 
termed it) did, from the beginning, discourage their 
hopes for the cause. Short-sighted despondency ! 
W hatcver mixture of superstition tl^crc might be 
in the religious faith or devotional practices of the 
Spaniards ; this must have necessarily been trans- 
muted by that triumphant power, wherever that 
power was felt, which grows out of intense moral 
suffering — from the n^omcnt in which it coalesces 
with fervent hope. The chains of bigotry, which 
fenthralled the mind, must have been turned into 
armour to defend and weapons to apnoy. Wherever 
the heaving aqd effort of freedom was spread, puri- 
fication must hav? followed it. And the types and 
^ncient instruments of error, where emancipated 
men shewed their foreheads to the day, must have 
become a language and a ceremony of imii^na- 
tion ; expressing, consecrating, and invigorating, 
the most pure deductions of Reason and the holiest 
feelings of universal Nature. 

When the Boy of Saragossa (as we have been 
told), tod immature in growth and unconfirmed m 
strength to bp admitted by his Fellow-citizens 
^nto their ranks, too tender of age for them to Bear 
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the »ght of him in arms — ^when this Boy, forget- 
ful or unmindful of the restrictions which had been 
put upon him^ rushed intp the field where his 
Countrymen were engaged in battle; and^ fighting 
v^ith the sinew and courage of an unripe Hero, 
won a standard from the enemy, and bore his ac- 
qiusition to the Church, and laid it with his own 
a^nds tippn the Altar of the Virgin -,: — surely there 
VJ2LS not less to be hoped for his Country jfrom this 
act, than if the banner, taken from his grasp; had, ^ 
without any such intermediation, been huqg'up in \ 
the place of worship— a direct offering to the in- 
corporeal and supreme Being.. Surely there is 
here an object which the most meditative and 
most elevated nunds may contemplate with abso- 
lute delight ; a well-adapted, outlet for the dearest 
sentiments ; aa organ by which ,they naay act ; a 
function b^wbichtb^y may he sustained.-— Who 
does not r^ognise in ,this. presentation a visible 
affinity with d[?hverance, with patriotism; with 
hatred of expression, and with human means put 
forth to the height for accomplishing, under divine 
countenance, the worthiest ends ? . ■ • p 

Such is the burst arfd growth of power and vir- 
tue which may rise out of excessive national afflict 
tions from tyranny and oppression ; — such is the 
Wlowing influence, and thus mighty is the sway, 
of the spirit of moral justice in the heart of the 
individual and over the wide world of humanity. 
Even the very faith in present rniraculous inter- 
position, which is so dire a weakness and cause of 
weakness in tranquil times when the listless Being 
turns to it as a cheap and ready substitute upon 
every occasion, where the man sleeps, and the Saint, 
or the image of the Saint, is to peiform his woric, 
and to give effect to his wishes ; — even this infirm 
faith, in a state of incitement from extreme passion 

?2 
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sanctioned by a paramount sense of A(»al jmticc ; 
having for its QDJect a jkmcr which is no longer 
sole nor principal, but secondary and ministerial ; 
a power added to a power; abreeise which spring^ 
up unthought-of to assist the strenuous oarsman j— ' 
even this feith is subjugated in order to be exalted 5 
ind — instead of operating as a temptation to rehuc 
or to be remiss, aa an encpur^ement to itedolencc 
or cowardice ; instead of being a fake stay, a ne- 
cessary and definite dependence which may fail— 
k passes into a habit of obscure and ihfihite coq- 
mence of the mind tn its own energies, in the 
cause from its own sanctity, and in the ever-pre- 
sent ihvisiblt aid or momentary conspicuous appro^ 
bation of the supreme Disposer of things. 

Let the fire, which is never whoHy to be extin- 
^shed,, break ^out afresh; kt but the humah 
creature be routed ; whether he have Iain heedless 
and t6r6id in religious or civil slavery^— have lan-s- 
guisheo under a thraldom, domestic or foreign, ot 
under both these alternately— or have drifted about 
a helpless member of a clan of disputed and fee- 
'^le barbarians; let him rise and act;-*-ahd his do- 
mineering imagination, by which from childhood 
he has been betrayed, and the* debasing aflfectionsf, 
which it has imp6sed upon him, will from tbal 
moinent participate the dignity of the newly en- 
nobled being whom they will now ackfiowkdge 
for their master ; and will further him in his pro- 
gress, whatever be the object at which he aims. 
Still more inevitable and momentous are the results, 
when the individual knows that the fire, which is^ 
reanimated in him, is not less lively in the breasts 
of his associates ; and sees the signs and testimo- 
nies of his own power, incorporated with those of 
a growing multitude and not to be distinguished 
from Aem, accomptpy him wherever he moves.— »• ^ 
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tteWce thdse marvellous atchieveroents which wferc 
performed by the first enthusiastic followers of 
Mohammed ; and by other conquerors, who with 
their armies have swept large portions of the eaith 
like a trahsitory wind, or have founded new reli-i 
gions or empires^ — 'But, if the object cdntended 
for b^ worthy and truly great (as, ,in the ihstanCd 
of the Spaniards, we have Seen that it is) ; if cruel- 
ties hare been committed upon an ancient and 
venerable people, which '^ shake the human fram€ 
with horror ;** if not alone the life which is sus- 
tained by the bread of the mouth, but that— 
without which there is ftd life-— the Hfe in tht 
soul, has been directly and mortally warred against t 
if reason has bad abominations to endtire in her 
inmost sanctuary ; — then does^intense passion, ^on^ 
secrated by a sudden revelation of justice, give 
birth to those higher and better wonders which f 
telve described ; and exhibit trtte miracles to the 
eyes of men, and the noblest which can be seem. 
It may be added that, — as this union brings back 
to the right road the faculty of imagination, wheit 
it is prone to err, and has gone farthest astray ; as 
it corrects those qualities which (being in their 
essence indifferent), and cleanses those affections 
which (not being inherent in the constitution of 
man, nor necessarily determined to their object^ 
are more immedktcly dependent upon the imaigi-> 
nation, and which may have received from it a 
thorough taint of dishonour; — so the domestic 
loves and sanctities which are in their nature less 
liable to be stained,*— so these, wherever they have 
flowed with a pure and placid stream, do instantly, 
under the same influence, put forth their strength 
as in a flood ; and, without being sullied or pol- 
luted, pursue-— exultingly and withsong^ — a course 
which leads the contemplative reason to the ocean 
of eternal love. 
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- I fc6l that I have been speaking m a stram whidf 
U is difficult to harmonize with the petty irritations^ 
the doubts and fears, and the familiar (an^l there- 
fore frequently undignified) exterior of present and 
pasMii^ events. But the theme is justice : and my 
voice IS raised for mankind ; for us who are alive^ 
and for all posterity : — justice and passion ; clear- 
sighted aspiring justice^ and passion sacred ^ vehe- 
ment^ These, like twin-born Deities delighting 
in each other's presence, have wrought marvels in 
the inw^d mind through the whole region of the 
Pyrenean Peninsula. I have shewn by what 
process these united powers sublimated the ob- 
jects of outward sense in such rites — practices 
^ — and ordinances of Religion-^ as deviate f|-om 
simplicity and whc^ome piety ; bow they con- 
vei;jed them to instruments of nobler use; and 
raised them to a conformity with things truly di* 
vine. The same reasoning might have been car- 
jricd into the customs of civil life and their accom^ 
piuiying imagery, wherever these also were incon- 
sistent with the dignity of man ; and like effects pf 
exaltation and purification have be^n shewn. 

But a mcMTe urgent service calls me to point to 
further works of these united powers, more obvi-- 
ous and obtrusive — ^works and appearances^ such as 
were hailed by the citizen of Seville- when return- 
ing from Madrid ; — : ^^ where" (to use the 

words of his own public declaration) " he had left 
his countrymen groaning in the chains which per- 
fidy had thrown round them, and docnned at every 
step to the insult of being eyed with the disdain 
of the conqueror to the conquered ; fron^ Madrid 
threatened, harrassed, and vexed ; where mist^ist 
reigned in every heart, and the smallest noise made 
• the citizens tremble in the bosom of their families ; 
where the enemy, from time to time, fan to arms 
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to sustain the impression of terror by which the 
inhabitants had been stricken through the recent 
massacre; from Madrid a prison, where the gaolers 
took pleasure in terrifying the prisoners by alarms 
to keep them quiet ; from Madrid thus tortured 
and troubled by a relentless Tyrant, to fit it for the 

slow and interminable evils of Slavery," m 

when he returned, and was able to compare the 
oppressed and degraded state of the inhabitants of 
that metropolis with the noble attitude of defence 
in which Andalusia stood. " A month ago," says 
he, "the Spaniards had lost their country; — - 
Seville has restored it to life more gltMrious than 
ever ; and those fields, which for so many years^ 
have seen no steel but that of the plough-share, 
are going amid the splendour of arms to prove 
the new. cradle of their adored country" — "I 
could riot," he adds, " refrain from tears of joy 
on viewing the city in which I first drew breath-^ 
and to see it in a situation so glorious !" 

We might have trusted, but for late disgraces, 
that there is not a man in these islands whose heart 
would not, at such a spectacle, have beat in sym- 
pathy with that of this fervent Patriot — ^whose 
voice would not be in true accord with his in the 
prayer (which, if he has not already perished for 
the service of his dear country, he is perhaps utter- 
ing at this moment) that Andalusia and the city 
of Seville may preserve the noble attitude in which 
they then stood, and arc yet standing ; or, if they 
be doon>cd to fell, that their dying efforts may 
not be unworthy of their first promises ; that the 
evening — the closing hour of tiieir freedom may 
display a brightness not less splendid, though more 
aweful, than the dawn; so that the names of Seville 
and Andalusia may be consecrated among men, 
and be words of life tp endless generations. 
6 
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Saragossa t-^Sbe also has given bond| by htr past 
actions^ that she CMBOt &rget ber doty and ^nll 
not shrink from it.* Valencia is under the seal of 
the some obligation. The multitudes of men who 
were arrayed in the fields of Baylen^ and upon tho 
mountains of the North ; the peasants of Asturia^ 
and the students of Salaq;xanca ; and many a soli^ 
tary and untold-of hand,^ which, quittii^ for ^ 
moment the plough or the spade, has dbcharged 
a more pressing debt to the country by levelling 
with the di^t at least one insolent and murder-^ 
ous Invader; — these have attested the efficacy 
of d^e passions which we have been contempkting 
T^that the will c^good (nen is not a vain impulse, 
heroic desires a delusive prop ;^--have prpved that 
the condition of humian alfairs is ;iot so forlorn 
inddesperate, but that there are golden dpportuni<|> 
tie3 when the dictates of justice may be unrelent^ 
ingly enforced, ^ and the beauty of the inner mind 
substantiated, in the outward act;— for a visible 
standard to loolc; back upon ; for a point of realised 
excellence ^t which to aspire; a monument to 
record ; — for % charter to fasten down ; and, as far 
as it is possible, to preserve. , 

YesJ there was an annunciation which the Rqqi 

recwed with gladness; ^ bright a,ppcarance which 

emboldened the wise to say— We trust that Regc- 

pCT^tipi^ is at hand : these ^e works of reci^yered 

innocence and wi^dorn : 

. Magnus ab tutogno sedorum nascitur erds; 
Jam redlt et Virgi^ ledflunt Saturnit r^aa ; 
Jam nova progenies coslo demittkur alto. 

The spkits of the generous, of the hravej of tb* 
meditative, of the youthftil and undefi|ed-x-who, 
^pon the strongest wing of human nature^ have 
acci^mpanied me in this jcHirney intp a faiir regiofi 

* Written In Februaiy. 
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delivered, orer to ^m ; ^ t^ey wef^iijUMbl/p «> 

4cfose their infantine fingers upon the giift.;^Tfaie 

helplessness of infiiacy was tbeir's — obi €0|iU I 

but add^ the innocdnceof i^ncy ! 

Reject u{>6n what w^ tl^s. teo^p^ ^fiA fimdi^ 
tion of the Southiern P(8aini»i]4 oif Eniope — the 
noble temper of the peoplii^ of ihit; mighty islaiid 
sovereigns of the tlUembfacing ocetwi ; tbink also 
of the condition of so vast a r^m in %kt Weatefn 
continent and its islands ; and we shall have teme 
to fear that ages may pass away before a coii^c* 
ition of things, so marvellouBly adapted tomitire 
prosperity to virtue, shall |)vese»t itself again. It 
oHild fcarcdy be spoken of aa being to the vrkfats 
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• hiih^etf ^^ttd * iidpfe,' still more cheering, from the 
6tfeogth^of ^ftise Who had been disbprthened of a . 

♦ ckavittg cifrse bi^>ao^rdmanc€ of Providence^— em- 
ploying t)ii»r ttiost Wilfiil and determined enemy 
to perform for thi^m' the best service which man 
ctittld pcrfttrm ? The work of liberation was virtu* 
ally accomplisfaed-^we might almost say, esti^ 
blished. Tins interests of the people were taken 
from a govcrnnjcnt whj>se sole aim it had been tQ 
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t\k peppltf, ioiild n6t but act from the spirit of 
the peopU-^ht organs of their life. And, though 
misery' (by wHichi mean pain of mind not with- 
out 50tpe consciousness of guilt) naturally disorders 
the understanding and perverts the hioral senile, 
— calamity (that is suflfenhg, individual or national, 
when It has been inflicted Iby one to whom no in- 
jury had been done or provocation giveft) ever 
brin^ wisdom along witn it ; and, whatever out- 
wardfajgitation k may causcj does inwardly rectify 
the win. 

But more was required ; not merely judicious de- 
sires ; not alone an ey^ ^om which the scales had 
dropped off — ^which coulc" 
but a mighty hand was wa 
had been formed ; And ii 
that th(^ condition cifSf^ii 
children 9. as a Jlrsi requiM 
ahd fainiliair imjpulj^s d 
things are revtveil and c; 
tomed health according t 

Edwer so much f^r a icnc 
y throes and violence j— 
quered — a work of ctcati 
mated ;-T-and afterwards the seasons were.tp aavancc^ 
and continue their gracious revolutions. The 
powers, which were needful for the people tp enter 
ii|>on and as^t in this work, >4|4 been given; we 
have seen that they hadi been bountimlly con- 
ferred* The ns^tion had been thrown into-^rather, 
lifted up tOr—that state .wb^n pgnscience, for the 
bqdjr of the people, is not merely ap infallible 
monitor (which may be peard.and disregarded) ; 
but, by conibinipg — y^itli tlic attributes of insight. 
to perceive, and pf i&evitable preseucief to ^dniomsb 
and enjoin — the s^trioute of passion to epforce, it 
was truly an all* powerful deity in the soul. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Oh ! let but ktty man, tirtio has t cate for Ad 
pfogriessirc happiness of the species, pcrase mercAy 
that epkomt of Spanish wisdom and beneiroknce 
and ** amplitude of tnind for highest deeds*' which^ 
in the fohner part of this investigation, I have laid 
before thfe reader : let him listen to the reports — 
which they, who really have had means of. know- 
ledge, and who are worthy to speak upon the sub*^ 
ject, will ^vc to him— of the things done or en* 
dured in every corner of Spain ; and he will see 
Vifhzi emancipation had there been effected in tht 
mind ;— ^how far the perceptions— the impulses— 
and the actions also — had outstripped- the habit 
and the character, and consequently were in a pro* 
cesS of permanently elevating both ; and now 
much farther (alas ! by infinite degrees) the prin-% 
tiples and practice of a people, with great objects 
before them to concentrate their love and theit 
hatred, transcend the principles and practice of 
governments ; not excepting those which, in their 
tonstitution and ordinary conduct, furnish tht 
least matter for complaint. 

Then it was — when the people of Spain wert 
thus routed ; after this manner released from the 
natal burthen of that government which had bowed, 
them to the ground ; in the free use of their un- 
derstandings, and in the play and " noble rage'* 
of their passions.; while yet the new authorities, 
which they had generated, were truly living mem^^ 
bers of their body, and (as I have said) organs of 
their life ; when that numerous people wete in k 
Stage of their journey which could not be accom- 
ph^ed without the spirit which was then prevalent 
in thetti, and which {xs might be feared) would td6 
fibOrt abate of itself 5 — ^then it was that we-^not wc; 
but the heads df fhd British army and nation—^ 
Hvhep, if they could not breathe t fitvouring breath, 
7 
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Aj^ ought ^ le&st to have stood at an airfbl ^ 
tance — stepped in with their forms, their imped*^ 
fhents, their rotten customs and precedents, their 
narrow desires, their bi;sy and purblind fears ; and 
called out to these aspiring travellers to halt — 
•' For ye are in a dream ;'* confounded them (for 
it was toe voice of a seeming friend that spoke) ;. 
and spell-bound them, as far as was possible, by at% 
iostrumient framed " in the eclipse'* and sealed 
*' with curses dark." — In a word, we had the power 
to act up to the most sacred letter of justice — and 
this at a time when the mandates of jqstice were 
qf an affecting obligation such as had never before 
b^en witnessed ; and we plunged into the lowest 
depths of injustice : — ^We had power to give a 
brotherly aid to our allies in supporting the mighty 
world which their shoulders had undertaken to 
uphold; and, while they were expecting from us; 
this aid, we undermined— without forewarning 
them — the ground upon which they stood. The 
^il is incalculable ; and the stain will cle^vp.to 
the British name as long as the story of this island 
§hjdl endure. 

I Did we not (if, from this comprehensive feeling 
of sorrow, I may for a moment descend to parti- , 
cvlars)— did we not send forth a general, oi^e whoip, 
since his return, Court, and Parliament, and Army, 
have been at strife with each other which shall most 
caress and applaud— a general, ,whc\,. in defencjfing 
.the armistice which he himself had signed, ^aid ia 
open court that he dceined that the Fi'ench.army 
was entitled to such terms. The peopje^of Spain 
|)ad, through the Supreme Junta of Seville, ihu% 
jspoken of this same arnay ,: . " Ye have, amon^ . 
jiQjurselves, the objects of your vengeance ; — attack 
ihem ; — they are but a handful of miserable panic- 
struck: men,. J[\umyiatcdan4,%^^^ ^h*^?^}^ ^y 
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th^r perfidy ahd <mdties^?— rcsht and destroy 
Wi^tti : our united efforts wiH extirpate this perfii 
dious nation." The same Spaniards had said 
Xspeaking't^cially of the:stat«'<>f the^wbde Ptnin* 
l![(ula,aridmo doubt witti their^y© espfcdkUy upon this 
Wrniy in Portugal)—- **-Ot* €59emies\haWtaken tJ^ 
^xacfly those positions \n whlchi tiiey niay ttida 
easily be destroyed/'— ^Wherc then ^id the Britisft* 
General find this right artd 'tilleof the Fremih 
arn^ ih Portugal ? "'flecause/' says he in military 
linkage, ^* it was not broken;''^^^©^ the Maj^, 
and of the understanding and h^art of the man-^ 
of the CiTiZBtJf who could think; and feel after this 
manner in such circumstances, iviis Ticedlbss 'to 
speak; but to the General l^will^sav^Thist^is 
most pitiable pedantry. If the instinctive wisd<ltii 
^f your ally could not be understoicxi, you \niight 
at least have remembered the resolute policy j6f 
-your enemy. The French afmy was not btoken *? 
Bteafc it then — wither it-*-pursue it^ with unite- 
lenting warfare — hunt it out of its holds ; — if* inrt- 
petuosity be not justifiable, have recourse to patience . 
?— to watchfulness — to obstinacy: at all events, 
never for a moment fotjet who the foe is-r-and 
that he is in your power. This is the example 
which the French Ruler and his Generals have 
given you at Ulm — at Lubeck — in Switzerland — 
over the whole plain of Prussia — every where ;-rr- 
and this for the worst deeds of darkiiess ; whilfe 
your's was the hobiest service of light. . . .} 
This remonstrance has been ftwrced from me by 
indignation *-^lct me explain in what sense I pros- 
pose, with calmer thought, that the example c of 
our enemy should be imitated. — ^The laws and 
customs of war, and the maxims of pelicy, liavc 
all had their foundation in reason and humanity; 
.4ind iheir object has been the attainment or security 
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of s^me re«l or supposed — some positiw or r^ 
tive— good. They are estat;>lished among men as 
feady guides for thf underst^ding, and authoii«> 
des tQ whicb the passions are taught to pay de^ 
fereace. But the relati<H)s of things to each other 
aie perpetually changing ; and in course of tin^i 
many of these leadcirs and masters, by losing p^Mi: 
of thf^ir power to do senrice ^d sometio^es tKc^ 
wbc^e, forfeit in proportion their right to obedi** 
^e. Accordingly they are disregarded in soQUi 
instances, and sink msennbly into neglect with tbf 
general improvement of society. But they often 
aurvive when thev have become an oppression and 
a hindrance which cannot be cast off deqisively^ 
but by an impulae^H^sing either from the iibso* 
lute knowledge of good and great meUy^-'-^r from 
the partial tnsieht which is jgiven to superior minda^ 
though of a vitiated moral cpnstitution^-MM* lastly 
fnom that blind energy and those habits of daring 
which are c^en found in men who, checked by 
no restraint of morality, suffer their ievil pas^ns 
to gain extraordinary strength in extrac^dinsury cir^ 
cumstances. By any of these forces nuiy the 
tyranny be broken through. rWe have seen, in 
the conduct of our Countrymoi^ to what degree it 
tempts to weak actions,-?-^md furnishes excuse for 
them, admitted bv those who sit as judges. I wish 
then that we could sp ^r imiitate our enemies as, 
like them, to shake off these bonds ; but not, like 
them, from the worst — but from the worthiest imt- 
TOilse. If this were done, we should have learned 
iiow much of their practice would harmonise with 
^stice ; have learned to distingms^ between tho^ 
rules which ought to Ipe wholly abandoned^ and 
those whUb deserve to be retained s and should 
bave known when, and to what point, they ought 
to be tnisted.«-~-But bow is this to be J Fpwer of 
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hiind is wantoig, where there is power of place. 
Even we cannot, as a begintiii^ oi a new journey, v 
force or win our way into the current of suecessi, 
the flattering motipn of which would awaken intel- 
lectual courage — ^the only substitute which is able 
to.perfonn any arduous part of the secondary work 
of ** heroic wisdom;"— I mean, execute happily any 
of its prudential regulations. In the person of our 
enemy auid his chieftains we have living example 
how wicked men of ordinary talents are em- 
boldened by success. There is a kindliness, as 
they f^l) in the nature of advancement ; and pros- 
perity is their GemuS. But kt us know and re- 
member that this prosperity, with all the terri^^ 
features which it iks gradually assumed, is ^ child 
of nqble parents— Liberty and Philanthropic Lovci. 
Perverted as the creature is which it has grown u^ 
to (rather, into which it has passed), — from no in* 
ferior stock could it have issued. It is the Fallen 
Spirit, triumphant in misdeeds, which was fi^merly 
a blessed An^L . 

If thai (to return to ourselves) there be suck 
strong obstacles jm the ^ay of our drawing benefic 
either from the maxims of policy or the principleis 
di justice; what hope remains that the British 
nation should repair, by its future conduct, the in- 
jury which has been done i '. ■ 

We cannot advance a step towards a rational an- 
swer to this question — without previously advert- 
ing to the original sources of our miscarriages ; 
which are these : — First; a want, i«i the minds of 
the members of government and public function- 
aries, of knowledge indispensible for this service ; 
and, secondly, a want (d power, in the satx^.per*- 
soos actitig in their corporate capacities, to give 
efiecttothe knowledge which individt^iy diey 
possess. — Of the latter source of weakness^— this 

R 
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inability as caiised by decay in the michine erf* 
gdvernmcnt, and by illegirimate forces wWch itc 
checking and controuling its constitutional motions, 
— -I have not spoken, nor shall I now speak i for 
I have judged it best to suspend my task for a 
while : and this subject, being in its nature deli* 
cate, ought not to be lightly or transiently touched. 
Besides, nojmmediate effect can be expected from 
the soundest and most unexceptionable doctrines 
which might be laid down for the correcting of 
this evil. — The former source of weakness,—- 
namely, the want of appropriate and indispensiblc- 
knowledge, — has?, in the past investigation, been 
reached, and shall be further laid open^; not with- 
out a hope of some result of immediate good by a 
direct application to the tttind ; and in full cofift- 
dence that the best and surest way ta render 
operative that knowledge which is already pos- 
sessed — is to increase the stock of knowledge.* 

Here let me avow that I undertook this present 
labour as a serious duty ; rather, that it u^s forced 
(and has been unremittingly pressed) upon me by a 
perception of justice united with strength of feeling ; 
—in a word, by that power of conscience, calm or 
impassioned, to which throughout I have done re- 
veren<::e as the animating spirit of the cause. My 
work was begun and proseciiited under this con- 
troul : — and with the accompanying satisfaction 
that no charge of presumption could, by a tbink-^ 
ing mind, be brought against- me : though I had 
taken upon myself to offer instruction to men 
who, if they possess not talents and acquirements, 
have no title to the high stations which they hold; 
• who also, by holding those stations, are understoo4 
to obtaitx certain benefit of experience and of know- 
ledge not otherwise to be gained ; and who hare a 
further claim to deference — founded upon reputa- 
tion, even when it is spurious (as much of the re- 
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potation of men high in power must necessarily 
be ; thar errbrs being veiljed and palliated by the 
authority attached to their office ; while that saate 
authority gives more than due weight and effect to 
their wiser opinions).. Yet, notwithstanding all 
this, I did not fear the censure of having unbe-w 
comingly obtruded counsels or remonstrances. 
For there.can be no presumption, ^pon a call so 
affecting as the present, in an attempt to assert 
the sanctity and to display the efficacy of principles 
and passions which arc the natural birth-right of 
man ; to some share of which a\l are born ; but 
an inheritance which may be alienated or con. 
sumed ; ainl by none more readily and assuredly 
than .by those who are most eager for the praise erf 
policy, of prudence, of sagacity, and of all those 
qualities which are the darling virtues of the 
worldly-wise. Moreover ; the evidence to which 
I have riiade appeal, in order to establish the truth, 
is not locked up in cabinets ; but is a.ccessible to 
all ; as it exists in the bosoms of men — in the ap- 
pearances and intercourse of daily life^^in the de- 
t^ls of passing events — and in general history. 
And more especially is its right import within the 
reacti of Hin\ who*— taking no part in public mea- 
sures, and having no concern in the changes of 
things but as they affisct what is most precious in 
his country and humanity — will doubtless be more 
alive to those genuine sensations which are the 
materials of sound judgment. Nor is if to be over- 
looked that such a man may have -more leisure 
(and probably will have a stronger inclinarion) to 
comnuinicate with the records or past ages. 

Deeming myself justified then in what has been 

said, — Iwill continue to lay open (and, in some 

degree, to account for) those privations in the ma^ 

lemls of judgment^ and those dohisions of opinion. 

Ha 
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afid inimnities of mind^ to wliich practical Stataes^ 
men^ aod particularly such as are high 'm office^ 
arc more than other men subject ; — ^as containing 
an answer to that question, so interesting at this 
juncture,' — How far is it in our power to make 
amends for the harm done ? < 
. After the view of things which has been taken^ 
-—we may confidently affirm that natWng, but a 
knowledge of human nature directing the, opera«* 
tions of our government, can give it a right to an 
intimate association with a cause which is that of 
human nature* I say, an intimate association 
founded on the right of thorough knowledge ;-^ 
to contradistinguish this best mode of exertion 
from another which might found its right upon a 
vast and commanding military ppwer put forth 
with mamfestation of sincere intentions to benefit 
our allies— rfrom a conviction merely of policy that 
their lib^ty, independence, and honour^ are out 
genuine gain ; — to distinguish the pure brothci;ly 
connectkm from this other (in its appearance at 
least more magisterial) which such a power, guided 
"by such intention uniformly displayed, might au- 
thorize. But of the former comiection (which 
supposes the main military eflfort to be nmde, even 
at {M'esent, by the people o( the Peninsula on whom 
the moral interest more closely presses), and of the 
knowledge which it demands, I have hitherto 
spoken — and have further to sp^^ 

It is plain a priori that the minds of Statesmen 
and Courtiers are un&vourable to the growth of 
this knowledge. Fcnr thev are in a situation ex^ 
elusive and artificial ; wbioi has the ftirther dis- 
advantage^ that it does not separate men from men 
by collateral partitions which leave, along with 
difference, a sense of equality — ^that tbcy, ^fao 
are divided, are yet opoa the same level ; b«t k^ n 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



133 

degree'of superiority whith can scarcely fail to be 
tccompanied With more or less of pride. This situ* 
ation ttierefore must be eminently un&vourable for 
the reception and establishment of that knowledge 
which is founded not upon things but upon sen- 
sations ; — sensations which are general^ and under 
general influences (and this it is which makes them 
what they are, and gives them their importance) ; 
— not upon things which may be brought; but 
upon sensations which must be met. Passing by 
the kindred and usually accompanying influence 
of birth in a certain rank — and, where education 
has been pre-defined frdm childhood for the ex* 
press purpose of future political power, the ten* 
dency of such education to warp (and there^ 
fore weaken) the intellect ; — ^we may join at once^ 
with the privation which I have been noticing, a 
delusion equally common. It is this : that prac* 
tical Statesmen assume too m,uch credit to tbem^ 
selves for their ability to see into the motives aqd 
manage the selfish passions of their immediate 
agents and dependants; and for the skill with 
which they baffle or resist the aims of their oppo* 
nents. A promptness in looking through the most 
superficial part of the characters of those men— 
who, by the very circumstance of their contending 
ambitiously for the rewards and honours of go* 
vemment, are separated from the mass of the 
society to which they belong— is mistaken for a 
knowledge of human kind. Hence, where higher 
knowledge is a prime requisite, they not only are 
unfuhiished ; but, being unconscious that they are 
so, they look down contemptuously upon those 
who endeavour to supply (in some degree) their . 
Want, T he idstincts of natural and social 
man ; the deeper emotions ; the simpler feel- 
ings ; the spacious range of the disinterested ima- 
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gination ; the pride in country for country's sakc^ 
when to serve has not been a formal profession-^ 
and the mind is therefore left in a state of dignity 
only to be surpassed by having served nobly and 
generously ; the instantaneous accomplishment in 
which they start up who, upon a searching calU 
stir.for the land which they love — not from per- 
sonal motives, but for a reward which is undefined 
and cannot be missed ; the solemn fraternity which 
a great nation composes — gathered together, in a; 
stormy season, under the shade of ancestral feel- 
ing ; the delicacy of moral honour which pervades 
the minds of a people, when despair has been sud- 
denly thrown off and expectations are lofty; the 
apprchensiveness to a touch unkindly or irreverent, 
where sympathy is at once exacted as a tribute 
and welcomed as a gift ; the power of injustice and 
inordinate :calamity to transmute, to invigorate, 
and to govern — to sweep away the barriers of 
opinion — to reduce under submission passions 
fHurely evil — to, exalt the nature of indifferent 
qualities, and to render them fit companions for the 
absolute virtues with which they arc summoned to 
associate — to consecrate passions which, if not bad 
in themselves, are of such temper that, in the 
calm of ordinary life, they are rightly deemed so 
—-to correct and embody these passions — and, 
without weakening them (nay, with tenfold addi- 
tion to their strength), to make 4hem worthy of 
taking their place as the advanced guard of hope, 
when a sublime movement of deliverance is to be 
originated ;-r-these arrangements and resources of 
nature, these ways and means of society, have so 
little connection with those others upon ivhich a 
ruling minister of a long-established government 
is accustomed to depend; these — ^^clements as ii; 
were of a universe, functions of a living bodyT—r 
4 • ' 
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lire SO opposite, in their mode of actioo, to the for« 
mal mac nine which it has been his pride to manage ; 
— that he has but a faint perception of their imnic- 
diate efficacy ; knows not the facihty with which 
they assimilate with other powers ; nor the property 
by which such of them— ras, from necessity of 
nature, must change or pass away — will, under wise 
and fearless management, surely generate lawful 
successors to fill their place when their appropriate 
work is performed. Nay, of the majority of men^ 
who are usually found in high stations under old 
governments, it may without injustice be said ; that, 
when they look about them in times (alas ! too 
rare) which present the glorious prodiKt of such 
agency to their eyes; they have pot a right to say 
— with a dejected man in the midst of* the woods, 
the rivers, the mountains, the sunshine, and 
shadows of some transcendant landscape^ — x 
'* I tee, not feel, how beautiful they are :** 

These spectators neither see nor feel. And it is 
from the blindness and insensibility of these, and 
the train whom they draw along with them, that 
the throes of nations have been so ill recompensed 
by the births which have followed ; afad that re- 
volutions, after passing from crime to crime and 
from sorrow to sorrow, have often ended in throw- 
ing back such heavy reproaches of delusiveness 
upon their first promises. 

I am satisfied that no enlightened Patriot will 
impute to me a wish to disparage the characters of 
men high in authority, or to detract from the esti- 
mation which Ts fairly due to them. My purpose 
is to guard against unreasonable expectations. 
That specific knowledge, — the paramount import- 
ance of which, in the present condition of Eurbpe, 
I am insisting i^on,— they, who usuaHy fill places 
of high trust in oW governments, neither do — 
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nor, for the most part, can— possess : nor is it ne* 
cessary,^ for the administrsbtion x>{ afiairs in ordi- 
nary circumstances, that they should.-^The pro- 
gress of their own country, and of the other nations 
of the world, in civilization, in true refinement, in 
science, in religion, in morals, and in all the real 
wealth of humanity, might indeed be quicker, 
and might correspond more happily with the wishes 
of the benevolent, — if Governors better under- 
stood the rudiments of nature as/ studied in the 
walks of common life ; if they were men who had 
themselves felt every strong emotion " inspired by 
nature and by fortune taught ;*' and could calcu- 
late upon the force of the grander passions. Yet, 
at the same time, there is temptation in this. To 
know may seduce ; and to have been agitated may 
tomptl. Arduous cares are attractive for their own 
, sakes. Great talents are naturally driven towards 
hazard and difficulty ; as it is there that they are 
most sure to find their exercise, and their evidence j 
and joy in anticipated triumph — the liveliest of all 
sensations. A(l(oreover ; magnificent desires, when 
least under the bias of personal feeling, dispose 
the mind— more than itself \s conscious of — to 
regard commotion with complacency, and to watch 
the aggravations of distress with welcoming ; from 
an immoderate confidence that, when the appoint- 
ed day shall come, it will be in the power of intelr 
icct to relieve. There is danger in being a zejilot 
in any cause — not excepting that of humanity. 
Nor is it to be forgotten that the incapacity and 
ignorance of the regular agents of long- established 
•governments do not prevent some progress in the 
dearest concerns of men ; and that society may 
owe to these very deficiencies, and to the tame and 
4inenterprizing cpjirpft which they necessitate, mucfr 
tf curity and tranquil enjoyment. 
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Nor, om the other hand^ (for reasons whi?h 
tnay be adlded to those already given) is it ?b 
desirable as might at first sig^t be imagined, 
•much less is; it desirable as an absolute good, 
that men of comprehensive scnsiWKty and tutored 
genius — either for the interests of manlcind or for 
their own — should, in ordinary times, have vested 
in them political fwWer. The Empire, which they 
bold, is more independent : its constituent parts 
are sustained by a stricter connection: the domi* 
fiion is purer and of higher curigin^ as mind is 
more excellent than body— the search of truth an 
^nployment more inherently dignified than the 
application of forced— the determinations of nature 
more venerable than the accidents of human insti- 
tution. Chance and disorder, vesmtion and dis- 
appointment, malignity and perverseness within or 
without the mind, are a sad exchange for the ^teady^ 
and genial processes of reason. Mor^wer ; worldly 
disdnctions and ofiices of command do not lie in 
the path— -nor are they any part of the appropxi- 
ate retinue— of Philosophy and Virtue. Nothing, 
but a strong spirit of love, can counteract the con- 
piousness of pre-eminence which ever attends 
pre-eminent intfcUoctual power with correspondent 
ikttainments : and this spirit of love is best en- 
couraged by humility and simplicity in mind, 
manners, and conduct of life ; virtues, to which 
ivisdom leads. But, — though thc^e be virtues in 
a Man, a Citizen, or a Sage, — they cannot be re- 
commended to the especial culture of the Political 
or Military Functionary ; and still less of the Civil . 
Magistrate. Him, in the exercise of his functions, 
it will often beconae to carry himself highly and 
with state ; in order that evil may be suppressed, 
and authority respected by those who have not 
-understanding. The power abo of office,, whether 
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the 4uties be d^cWged well or ill, wUl ensore a 
oever-gdlipg supplf of flattery and praise : and of 
these— a ni»n (becoming at once double-dealer and 
dupe) may, without impeachment of his modesty, 
receive as much as his weakness incline him to ; 
under the shew that the homage is not offered up to 
himself, but to that portion 6£ the public dignity 
which is lodged in his person. But, whatever may 
be th^ cause, th^ fact is certain— -that there is an 
uncopquerable tendency in all power, save that of 
J^nowledge acting by and through knowledge, to 
injure the mind of him who exe^xises that power; so 
much so, that best natures cannot escape the ^il of 
such alliance. Nor is it less certain that things of 
soundest quality, issuing through a medium tp 
which they have only an arbitrary relation^ arc 
vitiated : and it is inevitable that there should be 
a reascent of unkindly influence to the heart of 
him from whpm the gift, thus unfairly dealt witb^ 
proceeded* — — • • • ■ i ■ — — In illustration cf 
these repw^s, as conne(:ted with the management 
of Statds, we need only refer to the Empire of 
Iphina-r-where superior endowments of minji and 
acquisitions of learning are the sole ackpowledged 
tide to offices of great trust ; and yet in np coun- 
try is the government more bigptted or intolerant, 
or isociety less prc^ressiye. 

To prevent misconpeption ; and to silence (at 
least to throw discredit upon) the clamours of 
Ignorance ; — ^I have thought proper thus, in some 
sort, to strike a balance between the claims of men 
of routincrr^pd paen pf original and accomplished 
minds — tp the management pf State affairs in ordi- 
rary circumstances. But purs is not an age of 
this character : and,-7-after having seen such a 
long series of misconduct, so many unjusti6able 
jattempts made and- sometimes earned into effcc;, 
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g;6od endeaVoufs fhistcated^ disinterested wislief 
thwarted, and benevolent hopes disappoint^^^t 
is reasonable that we should ehdeavotir to ascertain 
to what cause these eVils are to be ascribed. I 
have directed the attention of the Rfcaddr to one 
primary cause : and can he doubt of its existence^ 
^d of the operation which I have attributed to it? 

In the course of the last thifty years we have 
seen two wars waged against Liberty-^dic Ameri- 
can war, and the war against the JVench People in 
the early stages of their Revolution. In the lattef 
instance the Emigrants and the ContinentalPowera 
and the British did^ in all their expectatidns and 
in every movement of their efforts, manifest ^ 
Common ignorance -^originating in the same 
source. And, for what more especially belongs 
to ourselves at this time, we may affirm — ^that the 
same presumptuous irreverence of the principles 
of justice, and blank insensibility to the afit^ctionsr 
df human nature, which determined the conduct 
of bur government in those two wars against liberty^' 
have continued to accompany its exertions in tq^ 
present struggle /br liberty,-— end have rendered 
them fruitless. The British govefniinent deems (no 
doubt), on its own part, that its intentions are 
good. It must not deceive itself: nij^r must we 
deceive ourselves, Intentjons-^thorougbly good-^-- 
could not mingle with the unblessed actions which 
we have witnessed. A disinterested and pute in^ 
tention is a light that guides as well as cheers, and 
renders desperate lapses itnpoi^sible; 

Our duty is^-^-our aim ought to be*— to employ 
the truff^means of liberty and virtue for the ciids 
of liberty and virtue. In such policy^ thoroughly 
understood, there is fitness and cbncbrd and ra«^ 
tional subordination ; it deserves a higher name--*--' 

— , - S2 
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qrgsLnippoti, hcalthi andgsamieur. Cootnut, in 
a $ingle instance, the two processes; and the qua-* 
l^iicatioi>s Wjiich they require. The ministers of 
that period foui^djt an ea3y task to hire a band of 
flessian^ and to send it across the Atlantic^ that 
they might insist in hinging theAmeriicans (accord^ 
ing to f he plurase th^n prevalent) to reason. The 
force,, wii^h! • • • ' 



i;he spirit pf i 
create, was si 
€u}^l^« Ac 
^he;e Ipreign* 
90 bosiMSf, i 
their m^ter I 
iiisaiif^a^le 
of their dJestii 
(as badi sinqi 
^ans) inipossiQif • 

The Bridsh governmsni of the present day have, 
been se^uced^ as we have seen, by the same comr^ 
moO'-pUce facilities on the one side; and have 
t>een equally blind on the other. A ph3r8ical 
^uxiliar force of thirty-five thousand men is to be 
9dded to thf^ army of Spain:' but the moral, 
foeigy, whipb thereby tnight be taken away from 
thi^prificipali is overlooked or slighted ; tl^ ma- 
terial . bemg too fine for their calculation. What; 
dg^s it avail to graft u bough upon a tree; if this be 
4^ so ignprjuntly and rashly that the tmnk^which 
can alone supply the sap by which the whole must 
fl^urisli, receives a deadly wound ? Palpable effects 
Qf the Convei^tion of Cintra^ and ^If-contrmiicting 
c^onsequences even in the matter especially aimed 
at^ may be seen in the necessity which it entailed 
of leaving 6,000 British trpops to pt>tect Portu- 
guese traito^ from puijishment by the laws of 
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their coantry. A still more serious and £atal con- 
tradiction lies in this*— that the English army was 
made tan instrument of injustice, and was dis« 
honoured^ in order that it might be hurried for* 
ward to uphold a cause which could have no Ufe 
but by justice and honour. The nation knowt 
how tnat army languished in the heart of Spain f 
that it accomplished nothing except its retreat^ is 
sure : what great service it n^ght have performed, , 
if it had moved from a different impulse^ we 
have shewn. 

It surely then behoves *those.who ^e-in au- 
thority — ^to look to the. state of their own muids* . 
There is indeed an inherent impossibility that they 
should be equal to the arduous duties which have 
devolved upon them : bijit it is not unreasonable 
to hope that something higher might be aimed 
at ; and that the People might see, upon great 
occasions,^n the practice of its Rulers — a more 
adequate reflection of its own wisdom and virtue. 
Our Rulers, I repeat, must begin with their own 
minds. This is a precept of immediate urgency ; 
and, if attended to, might be productive of imme^ 
diate good. I will follow it with further conclu-* 
sions directly referring to future conduct. 

I will not suppose that any ministry of this 
country can be so abject, so insensible, and un- 
wise, as to abandon the Spaniards and Portuguese 
while there is a Patriot in arms ; or, if the peo|5le 
should for a time be subjugated, to deny them 
assistance the moment they rise to require it again. 
I cannot think so unfavourably of my country as 
to suppose this possible. Let men in power, bow-, 
ever, take care (and let the nation be equally care- 
ful) not to receive any reports from our army — of 
the disposition of the Spanish people — without mis- 
tjfust. The British generals, who were in Portugal 
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(tlifewliolcbodjrof them,* according td the state-** 
ment of Sir Hew Dalrymple), approved of the Coit^ 
vcntion of Cintra; and have thereby shewn that 
their communications are ftot to be relied upon in 
thi$ Case* And indeed there is not any information, 
which we can receive upon, this subject, that is so 
Kttle trust-worthy as that which comes^ from bur 
army— or from anv part of it. The opportunities' 
of notice, afFordca to soldiers in actual service, 
rtust necessarily be very limited ;• and a thousand' 
things stand in the way of their , power to make a^ 
right use of these. Biit a retreating army, in the 
country pf an ally ; ' barrassed and dis- • 

satisfied ; willing to find" a reason for its failures^ in 
ahy thing but itself, and actually not without 
much solid ground f6r complaint ; retreating ; ' 
tometimes, perhaps, fugitive ; and, in its dborder/ 
tempted (ahd even forced) to commit ofFences^* 
upon the-people of the district through which it 
passes; while they, in their turn, are filled with- 

fear and inconsiderate anger ; -^ — ^ an army,* 

in such a condition^ must needs be incapable of • 
seeing objects as they really are ; and, at trie same • 
time, all things must change in its presence, and* 
put on their most unfavourable appearances. ' 

Deeming it then not to be doubted that the 
British government will conrinue its endeavours to- 
support its allies ; one or other of two maxinw of 
policy follows obviously from the painful truths 
which we have been considering : — Either, first, 
that we should put forth to the utmost our 
strength as a military powers-— strain it to the 
very last point, and prepare (no erect mind wilt 
start at the proposition) to pour into the Peninsular 

• From this number, however, must be excepted the gallant 
aod patriotic Genaral Ferguson^ For that oifiaer has had th^^^ 
virtue pubHcly and io the most emphatic manner, opoil two' 
occasions, to reprobate the ^ho!e transaction* 
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-a fQr<5e of two huridred tfaoU^md men or mor^,-^ 
:and make ourselves for a time, uppn Spanish 
ground, principak in the contest ; or, secondly, 
^h^t. we should direct pur attention to giving sup- 
port rather in Things than in Men. 
. The forager plan; though requiring a great effort 
<iQd many sacrifices, is (I have no doubt) practica- 
•jble : its difficulties would yield to atbold and ener- 
getic Ministry, in despite of the present constitution 
of Parliament. The MiUtia, if they had been 
trailed upon at the beginning of the rising in the 
•peninsula, would (I believe) — almost to a man — 
Jiave offered their services : so would many of the 
.Volunteers in their individual capacity. They 
would do so still. The advantages of this plan 
.would be — that the power, which would attend it, 
.iDust (if Judiciously directed) insure unity of 
effort ; taming dpwn, by its dignity, the discorxis 
which usually prevail among allied armies ; and 
subordinating to itself the affections of the 
Spanish and Portuguese by the palpable service 
which it was rendering to their Country. A fur-- 
ther encouragement for adopting this plan he will 
find, who perceives that the military power of our 
Enemy is not in substance so formidable, by many 
- — many degrees of terror, as outwardly it appears to 
be. The last campaign has not been wholly without 
advantage; since it has proved that the French 
troops are indebted, for their victories, to the im- 
becility of their opponents far more than to their 
pwn discipline or courage— or even to the skill 
and talents of their Generals. There is a super* 
stition hanging over us which the efforts of our 
Army (not to speak of the Spaniards) have, 1 hope, 
removed. — -Bijt their njighty numbers ! — In that 
is a delusion pf another ^ind. In the former in* 
stance, yeaf after year we imagined things to be 
what they were not : ami in this, by 4 more fatd 
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:snd fMre tMMKMi delunon^ the tbonght dT Whit 
things TeaUy arc— -predudes the thought of viiiat 
•in a momcM they may become : the mind, overr 
hid by i4ie wefsent, cannot lift itself to attain a 
glimpse of the future. 

All — which is comparatively inherent, or caft 

ky claim to any degree of permanence; ia the 

-tyranny which the French Nation maintains over 

Euw^e — rests upon two foundations: — First; 

Upon the despotic rule which has been establiihed 

in France over a powerful People who have lately 

passed from a state of revolution^ in which they 

supported a struggle begun for domestic liberty, 

and long continued for liberty and national inde- 

|)endence :*— and, secondly, upon the personal cha- 

^racter of the Man by whom that rule is exercised. 

As to the former; every one lcnowsthatDetpdMm» 
in a general sense, is but anodier word for weak« 
ness. Let one generation disappear ; and a people 
over whom such rule has been extended, if it have 
not virtue to free itself, is condemned to embar^ 
rassment in the operations of its government, and 
to perpetual langucw; with no better hope than 
that which may spring from the diseased activity 
of some particular Prince on whom the authority 
may happen to devolve. This, if it takes a regu- 
lar hereditary course : but, — ^if the succession be 
interrupted, and the supreme power frequently 
usurped or given by election,-*worse evils follow. 
Science and Art must dwindle^ whether the power 
be hereditary or not : and the Virtues of a Trajaa 
or an Antonine are a hollow support for the feeling 
of contentment and happiness in the hearts oi their 
subjects : such virtues are even a painful mockery; 
—something that is, and may vanish in a moment, 
and leave the monstrous crimes of a Caracalla or 
a Domitian in its place, — men, who are probably 
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leaders of a long pipcession of their kind. The 
feebleness pf despotic power ^e have had before our 
eyes in. the late condition <^ Spain and Prassia; aiid 
in that of Prance before the Revolution ; and .in 
the present condition of Austria and Rassia; Bot^ 
in ^new'horn arbitrary and military Govcrnnvent 
(especially if, lifcc that of France, it have been 
immediately preceded by a popular Constitution), 
not only this weakness is not found ; ^ut it pos- 
sesses, for the purposes of external ahaoyance, a pre- 
ternatural vigour. Many causes contribute to 
this : we need oaly mention that, fitness— real * ot , 
supposed'-rbeing necessarily the chief (and almost 
sole) recommendation to offices of trust, it is clear 
that fsuch offices will in general be ably filled ; and 
their duties, comparatively, well e:tecuted: and 
that, from the conjunction of absolute civil and 
military authority in a single Person, there natu- 
rally follows promptness of decision ; concentrj^- 
tion of effi>rt ; rapidity of motion ; and confidence 
that the movements made will be regularly sup- 
ported. This is all which need now be ssid upon 
the subject of this first basis of French Tyranny* 
Eor the second-— namely, the personal character 
of the Chief; I shall at present content myself 
with noting (to prevent misconception) that this 
basis is not laid in any superiority of talents in 
him, but in his utter rejection of the restraints of 
.morality— ^in wickedness which acknowledges.no 
limit but the extent of it^ own power. Let any 
one reflect a moment ; and he will feel that a new 
world^ of forces is opened to a Being who has 
mad^ this ^desperate leap. It is a tremendous prin*- 
ciple to be adopted, and steadily adherol to, by^ 
man in- the station which Buonaparte occtipies ; 
and be has taken the full benefit of it. .What 
there is in this windfde of weak, pefilous, and 
jsel£*destcuctive»-l4ncy find a kratefol employment 

T 
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in endeavouring to shew up<Mi some future occa- 
sion. But it is a duty wliich we owe to the pre- 
sent moment to proclaim — in vindication of the 
dignity of human nature, and for an admonition to 
. men of prostrate spirit — that the dominion, which 
this Enemy of mankind holds, has neither been 
acquired nor is sustained by endowments of intel- 
lect which are rarely bestowed, or by uncommon 
accumulations of kuowledge ; but that it has risen 
from circumstances over which he had no in- 
' fluence ; circumstances which, with the power 
they conferred, have stimulated passions whose 
natural food hath been and is ignorance ; from the 

, barbarian impotence and insolence of a mind — 
originally of ordinary constitution — flagging, in 
moral sentiment and knowledge, three hundred 
years behind the age in which it acts. In such 
manner did the powei: originate ; and, by the forces 

-which I have described, is it maintained. This 
should be declared : and it should be added — that 
the crimes of Buonaparte are more to be abhorred 
than those of other denaturalized creatures whose 
actions are painted in History ; because the Author 
of those crimes is guilty with less temptation, and 
sins in the presence of a clearer light. 

No doubt in the command of almost the whole 
military force of Europe (the subject which called 
upon me to mak^ these distinctions) he has, at this 
moment y2ithL\xd source of power which may be added 
to these two. He himself rates this last so high— 
either is, or affects to be, so persuaded of its pre- 
eminence — that he boldly announces to the world 

' that it is madness, and even impiety, to resist him. 
And sorry may we be to remember that there are' 
British Senators, who (if a judgement may be 
formed from the language which they speak) are 
incHned to accompaiiy him ^u* in this opinion. 

But the enoimity of this power has in it nothing 
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inherent or permanent. Two signal overthrows in 
pitched battles would, I beheve, go far to de- 
stroy it. Germans, Dutch, Italians, Swiss, Poles, 
would *de;sert the army of Buonaparte, and flock 
to the standard of his Adversaries, from the nib-^ 
ment they could look towards it with that confi- 
dence which one or two conspicuous victories 
would inspire. A regiment of 9OO Swiss joined 
the British army in Portugal ; and, if the French . 
had been compelled to surrender as Prisoners of 
War, we should have seen that all those troops, 
who were npt native Frenchmen, would (if encou- 
ragement had been given) have joined the British : 
and the opportunity that was lost of demonstrating* 
this factrr-was not among the least of the mis- 
chiefs which attended the termination of the cam- 
paign.w^In a word ; the vastness of Buonaparte's 
military power is formidable — not because it is im- 
possible to break it ; but because it has not yet 
been penetrated. In this respect it may not inaptly 
be compared to a huge pine-forest (such as are 
found in the Northern parts of this Island), whose 
ability to resist the storms is in it's skirts : let but 
the blast once make an inroad ; and it levels the 
forest, and sweeps it away at pleasure. A hundred 
thousand men, such as fought at Vimiera and 
Corunna, would accomplish thre^ such victories 
a^ I have been anticipating. This Nation might 
command a military force which would drive 
the French out of the Peninsula : I do not say 
that we could sustain there a military force which 
would prevent their re-entering ; but that we could 
transplant thither,by a great effort, one which would 
expel them : — This I maintain : and it is matter of 
thought in which infirm minds may find both re- 
proach and instruction. The Spaniards could then 
>fi)^e possiession of their own fortresses ; and have 

T 2 
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leisure to give tliemselves a bknded civil and mtH« 
taiy d^anizjitioiv complete and animated bf 
liberty ; which, if ooce acd(!>mplbbed) the/ woul^ 
be able to protect dicmselves. The oppressed 
Cocmnental Fbwers also^ seeing sucb unquestion- 
able proof thatGhreatBritain was mncere and earnest^ 
would lift their heads again ; and, by so doings 
would l^hten the burthen of war which might 
remain for the Spaniards. 

In treating of this plan — ^^I have presumed that 
a. General might be placed at the head of this 
great mibtary power who would not sign a Treaty 
like that of tne Convention of Cintra, and say 
(^ok at the proceedings of the Board of Inquiry) 
that he was determined to this by '^British in- 
terests j" or fnuhe awf Treaty in tl^ country of an 
Ally (save one purely military for the honourable 
(Hvsefvation, if necessary, of his own army or part 
of it) to which the sole, or even the main, induce- 
ment was^-^oor interests contradistinguished from 
those of that Ally ; — a Genera) and a Ministry 
whose policy would be xx)mprehensiw enough to 
perceive that the true welfare of Britain is best 
i^ronu)te;d by the independence, freedom, and 
honour of other Nations ; and that it is only by 
the diffusion and prevalence of these virtues that 
French Tyranny can be ultimately reduced ; or 
the influence of France over the rest of Europe 
brcmght within its natural and reasonable limits. 

If this attempt be ^* above the strain and tem^ 
per" of the country; there remains only a plan laid 
down ppon the other principles ; namely, service 
(as £ar as is required) in thngs rather thai) in men ; 
that is, men being secondary to things. It is not, 
I fear, possible that the moral sentiments of the 
British Army or Government should accord with 
tfime of Spain in her present condition, pom^ 
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manding power indeed (as hath beeo said), pat forth 
in the repulse of the common enemy, would ten4, 
moTu effectually than any thing save the preralence 
of true wisdom, to prevent disagreement, and to ob- 
viate any temporary injury which the moni spirit of 
the Spaniards might receive from us: at all events — ^ 
such power^ should there ensue tiny injury, would 
I ring a solid compensation. But from a middle 
course-— 4n association sufficiently intimate and 
wide to scatter every where uokindly passions, and 
yet unable to attain the salutary point of decisive 
power — no good is to be expected. - Grou; would 
be the evil, at this momentous period, if the hatred 
of the Spaniards should look two ways/ Let it be 
as steadily fixed upon the French, as the Piloc^a 
eye upon his mark. Military stores and arms 
should be furnished with unfailing liberality : let 
Troops also be supplied ; but let these act sepa- 
rately,— taking strong positions upon the coast, if 
such can be found, to employ twice their numbers 
of the Enemy ; and, above aU> let there be Float- 
ing Armies — keeping the Enemy in constant un-* 
certainty where he is to be attacked* The penin^ 
sular frame of Spain and Portugal lays that region 
open to the full shock of EMtish warf^u^. Our 
Fleet and Army should act, wherever it is possible,- 
as parts of one body — a right hand and a left ; 
and the Enemy ought to be made to feel dve force 
of both. 

But — ^whatever plans be adopted — there can be 
no success, unless tne execution be entrusted tq Gre« 
nerals of competent judgement. That the British 
Army swarms with those who are incompetent-^ 
is too plain from successive procrfs in the trans- 
actions at Buenos Ayres, atCintra^ and in the re- 
sult of the Board of Inquiry. — ^Nor must we see 
a General appointed to command-— and requirf d^ 
6 
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at the same time, to fcatnc his operations accord- 
ing to the opiiiion of an inferior Officer : an in- 
junction (for a recomn^endation, from such a 
quarter, amounts to an injunction) implying that a 
man had been appointed to ' a high station — of 
which the very persons, who had appointed him, 
deemed ,him unworthy ; else they must have 
known that he wxmld endeavour to profit by tbf 
experience of any of his inferior officers, from tho 
suggestioos of his. own understanding : at the 
sarnie time — by denying to the General-in-Chief the 
freie use of his own judgement, and by the act of 
aDQOuncing this presumption of his incompetence 
t«rthc mdn himself? — ^such an indignity is put upon 
hioi, that his pa3sions must of necessity be routed ; 
ap-as to leave it scarcely possible that he could 
d»vv! any benefit, which he might otherwise have 
dmwn, from the local knowledge or talents of the 
iDdivids^l to whom he was referred : and, .lastly, 
this injunction virtually involves a subversion of 
all military subordination. In the better times of 
the House of Commons — ^a minister, who had pre- 
sumed to write such a letter as that to which I 
allude, would have been impeached. 

The Debates in Parliaqient, and measure^ of 
Qovernment, every day furnish new proofs of the 
tjttths which I have been attempting to establish—-' 
af the utter lyant of gen.cral principles ;:: — new and 
lamentable proofs ! This moment (while I am 
dtiwing towards a conclusion) I Jeam, from th^ . 
newspaper reports, that the House of Commons ha^ 
rtefused to declare that the Convention of Cintra 
disapfoiuted the hopes and expectations of the Na lion. 

The motion, according to the letter of it, wa^ 
ill-framed; for the Convention might have been 
a very go6d one, and still have disappointed the 
t;ppe$ and expectations of the Nation— as thojQ. 
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might "have been unwise : ' at all eveAts, the words 
ought to have stood — tht Just and reasonable hopes 
of the Nation. But the hacknied phrase of 
* disappointed hopes and expectations' — should not 
have been used at ail : it it a centre round which 
much delusion has gathered. The G)iiveottoa 
not only did not satisfy the Nation's hopes of 
good ; but sunk it into a pitfall of unimagined aod 
unimaginable evil. The hearts and understandings 
of the People tell them that the language of a pro- 
posed parliamentary resolution, upon this occasion^ 
ought — not only to have been different in the 
letter — but also widely different in the spirit : and 
the reader of these pages will have deduced, that 
no terms of reprobation could in severity exceed 

. the offences involved in — and connected with — 
that instrument. But, while the grand keep of 

. the cattle of iniquity was to be stormed, we nave 
s6en nothing but a puny assault upon heaps of the 
scattered rubbish of the fortress ; nay, for the most 
part, on some accidental mole-hills at its base. I 
do not speak thus in disrespect to the Right Hon* 
Gentleman who headed this attack. His mind, 
left to itself, would (I dqubt not) have prompted 
something worthier and higher : but he moves ia 
the phalanx of Party ;* — a spiritual Body ; in which 
(by strange inconsistehcy) the hampering, weaken- 
ing, and destroying, of every individual mind of 
which it is composed — is the law which must con- 
stitute the strength of the whole. The question 
was — whether principles, affecting the very ex- 
istence of Society, had not been violated ; and an 
arm lifted, and let fall, which struck at the root of 
Honour ; with the aggravation of the crime having 
been committed at this momentous period. But 
what relation is there between these principles and 
acrions, and being in Place or out of it ? If Ac 
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People would constitotionally and resdutdy assert 
their rights, their Representatives would be taught 
another lesson ; and for their own profit. Their 
understandings would be enriched accordTf^Iy : for 
it is there — there where least suspected— that the 
want, from which this country suffers, chiefly lies. 
They err, who suppose that venality and corrup- 
tion (though now spreading more and more) are 
the master-evils of this day : neither these nor im- 
moderate craving for power are so much to be de- 
precated, as the non-existence of a widely- ranging 
intellect ; of an intellect which, if not efficacious 
to infuse truth as a vital fluid into the heart, might 
at least make it a powerful tool in the hand. Out- 
ward profession, — which, for practical purposes, is- 
an act of most desirable subservience, — ^would then 
wait upon those objects to which inward reverence, 
though not felt, was known to be due. Schemes 
of ample reach and true benefit would also pro- 
mise best to insure the rewards coveted by personal 
ambition : and men of baser passions, nnding it 
their interest, would naturally combine to perform 
useful service under the direction of strong minds : 
while men of good intentions would have their 
own pure satisfaction ; and would exert themselves 
•with more upright — I mean, more hopeful— 
cheerfulness, and more successfully. It is not 
therefore inordinate desire of weaJth or power 
which is so injurious — as the means which are and 
must be employed, in the present intellectual con- 
dition of the Legislature, to sustain and secure 
that power : these are at once an ^cct of barren- 
ness, and a cause ; acting, and mutually re-acting, 
incessantly. An enlightened Friend lias, in con- 
versation, observed to the Author of these pages 
—that formerly the principles of men were better 
than they who held them ; but that now (a 6kx 
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Worse evil !) men are better than their principles, 
I believe it:— of the deplorable quality and state oi 
principles, the pubfic proceedings in our Country 
furnish daily new proof. It is however some conso- 
lation, at this present crisis, to find — that, of the 
thoughts and feelings uttered during the' two debates 
whicn led me to these painful declarations, such—- 
as approach towards truth which has any dignity 
in it — conle from the side of his Majesty's Minis- 
ters. — But note again those contradiction^ to which 
I have so often been obliged to advert. The 
Ministers advise his Majesty pubUcly to express 
sentiments of disapprobation upon the Convention 
of Cintra; and, when the qilestion of the merits 
or demerits of this instrument comes before them 
fn Parliament, the same persons — who, as advisers 
6f the crown, lately condemned the treaty — now, 
in their character of representatives of the people, 
by the manner in which they received this motion^ 
Jiave pronounced an encomium upon it. For, 
though (as I have said) the motion was inaccu- 
rately and inadequately worded, it was not set aside 
iapon this ground. And the Parliament has thqre* 
fore persisted in withholding, from the insulted and 
injured People and from their Allies, the only re- 
paration which perhaps it may be in its power td 
grant ; has refused to sigpify its repentance and 
sorrow for what hath been done ; without which, 
as a previous step, there can be lio proof-^no gra* 
tifying intimation, even to this Country or to its 
Allies, that the future efforts of the British Parlia- 
ittent arc in a sincere spirit. The guilt of the 
transaction therefore being neither repented of, nor 
4toned for; the course of evil is, by necessity, 
persevered in. — ^^-i*- — — But let us turn to a 
brightct region. 

U 
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The events of the last year, gloriously destroy- 
ing many frail fears, have placed — in the rank of 
serene and immortal truths — a proposition which, 
as an object of belief, hath in all ages been fondly 
cherished ; namely — ^That a " numerous Nation, 
determined to be free, may effect its purpose in. 
despite of the mightiest power which a foreiga 
Invader can bring against it. These events also 
have pointed out how, in the ways of Nature and 
under the guidance of Society, this happy end is 
to be attained : in other words, they have shewn 
that the cause of the People, in dangers and diffi- 
culties issuing from this quarter of oppression, is 
safe while it remains not only in the bosom but in 
the hands of the People ; or (what amounts to 
the same thing) in those of a government which, 
being XxxjXy from the People, is faithfully jf^ them. 
While the power remained with the provincial 
Juntas, that is, with the body natural of the com- 
munity (for those authorities, newly-generated in 
such adversity, were truly living members of that 
body) ; every thing prospered in Spain. Hopes 
of the best kind were opened out and encouraged ; 
liberal opinions countenanced ; and wise measures 
arranged : and last, and (except as proceeding, 
from these) least of all, — victories in the field, in 
the streets of the city, and upon the walls of the 
fortress. 

I have heretofore styled it a blessing that the 
Spanish People became their Qwn masters at once.; 
It was 2l blessing ; but not without much alloy : 
as the same disinterested generous passions, which 
preserved (and would for a' season still have 
preserved) them from a bad exercise of their power, 
impelled them to part with it too soon ; before 
labours, hitherto neither tried nor thought-of^ 
had created throughout the country the minor 
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excellences indispensible for the performance of 
those labours ; before powerful minds, not hitherto 
of general note, had found time to shew theni- 
selves ; and before men, who were previously 
known, had undergone the proof of new situations. 
Much therefore was wanting to direct the general 
judgement in the choice of persons,when the second 
delegation took place ; ' which was a removal (the 
first, we have seen, had not been so) of the power 
from the People. But, when a comnion centre 
became absolutely necessary, the power ought to 
have passed from the provincial Assemblies into 
the hands of the Cortes; and into none else. A 
pernicious Oligarchy crept into the place of thi^ 
comprehensive — this constitutional — this saving 
and majestic Assembly. Far be it from me to 
speak of the Supreme Junta yvith ill-advised con- 
demnation : every man must feel for the distress- 
ful trials to which that Body has been exposed. 
But eighty men or a hundred, with a king at 
their head veiled under a cloud of fiction (we 
might say, with reference to the difficulties of thi$ 
moment, begotten upon a cloud of fiction), could 
not be an image of a Nation like that of Spain, op 
an adequate instriiment of their power for their 
ends. The Assembly, from the smallness of it$ 
numbers, must have wanted breadth of wing to 
extend itself and brood over Spain with a quickeri- 
ipg touch of warmth ^ every where. If also/ ^3 
hath been mentioned, there was ^ want of experi- 
ence to determine the judgment in choice of per- 
sons ; this same smallness of numbers must have 
unnecessarily increased the evil — by excluding 
many men of worth and talents which were so far 
known and allowed as that they would surely have 
been deputed to an Assembly upon a larger scale. 
Gratitude, habit, and numerous other causes mus| 

v2 
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Jiave given an pndue preponderance to birth, 
station, rank, and fortune ; and have fixed thq 
election, more than was reasonable, upon t|iose 
who were most conspicuops for these distinctions ; 
— men whose very virtue would incline them super- 
stitiously to respect established things, and to inis- 
trust the People— ^towards whom not only a frank 
confidence but a forward generosity was the first 
of duties. I speak not of the vices to which such 
men would be liable, brought up under the dis- 
pipline of a government administered like the old 
Monarchy of Spain : the matter is both pngraci- 
ous and too obvious. 

But I began with hope ; and hope h^s inwardly 
accompanied me to the end. The whole course of 
the campaign, rightly interpreted, has justified my 
hope. In Madrid, in Ferrol, in Corunha, in every 
considerable place, and in every part of the country 
over which the French have re-extended their do- 
minion, — we learn, from their own reports, that the 
body of the People have shewed against them, to 
the last, the most determined hostility. Hence it 
is clear that the lure, which the invading Usurper 
found himself constrained lately to hold out 
to the inferior orders of society in the shape 
of various immunities, has totally failed: and 
therefore he turns for support to another quarter, 
and now attempts to cajole the wealthy and the 

J)rivileged. But this class has been taught, by 
ate Decrees, what it |ias to expect from him j and 
how far he is to be confided-in for its especial in- 
terests. Many individuals, no doubt, be will, 
seduce ; but the bulk of the class, even if they 
could be insensible to more liberal feelings, cannot 
but be his enemies. This change, therefore, is not 
merely shifting ground ; but retiring to a position 
which he himself has previously undermined. Here 
is confusion 5 and a power warring against itself. 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



167- 

So will it ever fare with foreign Tyrants wliea 
(in spite of domestic abuses) a People, which ha% 
lived long, feels that it has a Country to love ; and 
where the heart of that People is sound. BetweeA 
the native inhabitants of France and Spain there 
has existed from the earliest period, and still dqes 
exist, an universal and utter dissimilitude in lawa^ 
actions, deportment, gait, manners, customs : join 
with this the difference in ,the language, and thc^ 
barrier of the Pyrenees ; a separation and an oppo-> 
sition in great things, and an antipathy in smalL 
Ignorant then must he be of history and of the 
reports of travellers and residents in the two coun« 
tries, or strangely inattentive to the constitution of 
human nature, who (this being trucj can adaiit 
the belief that the Spaniards, numerous and power-- 
ful as they are, will live under Frenchmen as their 
lords and masters. \jtt there be added to this 
inherent mutual repulsiveness — those recent indig«* 
pities and horrible outrages ; and we need not fear 
to say that such reconcilement is impossible; 
even without that further insuperable obstacle 
which we hope will exist, an establishment of a 
jFree Constitution in Spain. — ^The intoxicated setter-^ 
up of Kings maj fill his diary with pompous storief 
of the acclamations with whiqh his solemn puppets 
are received; he may stuff their mouths with im- 
pious asseverations ; and hire knees to bend before 
them, and lips to answer with honied greetings o^ 
gratitude apd love: these cannot remove i the old 
heart, and put a new one into the bosom of the 
spectators. The whole is a pageant seen for a dajp 
among men in its passage to that ^^ Limbo large 
and broad'* whither, as to their proper home, fleet 

All the unaccomplish'd works of Nature's handj 
Abortive^ nioostroQs^ or unkindly ixujt*d> 
Dmoiv^d on earth. 
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Talk not of the perishable nature of enthusiasm; 
and rise above a craving for perpetual manifesta- 
tions of things. He is to be pitied whose eye can 
only be pierced by the light of a meridian sun, • 
whose frame can only be warmed by the heat of 
midsummer. Let us hear no more of the little 
dependence to be had in war upon voluntary ser- 
vice. The things, with which we are primarily 
and mainly concerned, are inward passions ; and 
not • outward arrangements. These latter may be 
given at any time ; when the parts, to be put 
together, are in readiness. Hatred and love, and 
each in its intensity, and pride (passions which, 
existing in the heart of a Nation, are inseparable 
£*om hope) — these elements being in constant pre- 
paration — enthusiasm will break out from them, 
or coalesce with them, upon the summons of a 
moment. And these passions are scarcely less than 
inextinguishable. The' truth of this is recorded 
in the manners and hearts of North and South 
Britons, of Englishmen and Welshmen, on either 
border of the Tweed and of the Esk, on both sides 
of the Severn and the Dee ; an inscription legible, 
and in strong characters, which the tread of many 
Ind great blessings, continued through hundreds 
of years, has been unable to efface. The Sicilian 
Vespers are to this day a familiar game. among the 
boys of the villages pn the sides of Mount Etna, 
and through every corner of the Island ; and 
*' Exterminate the French I" is the action in their 
arms, and the word of triumph upon theiV ton- 
gues. He then is a sorry Statist, who desponds or 
despairs (nor Is he less so who is too much elevated) 
from any considerations connected with the quality 
of enthusiasm. Nothing is so easy as to sustain it 
by partial and gradual changes of its object ; and 
by placing it in the way of receiving new inter- 

1 
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{>asitions according to the need. The difficulty 
ies — not in kindling, feeding, or fanning the flame ; 
but in continuing so to regulate the relations of 
things — that the fanning breeze and the feeding 
fuel shall come from no unworthy quarter, and 
shall neither of them be wanting in appropriate 
consecration. The Spaniards have as great helps 
towards ensuring this, as ever were vouchsafed to 
a People. 

What then is to be desired ? Nothing but that 
the Government and the higher orders of society- 
should deal sincerely towards the middle class 
and the lower : I mean, that the general temper 
should be sincere. — It is not required that every 
one should be disinterested, or zealous, or of one 
mind with his fellows. Selfishness or slackness in 
individuals, and in certain bodies of men also (and 
at times perhaps in all), have their use : else why 
should they exist ? Due circumspection and neces- 
sary activity, in those who are sound, could not 
otherwise maintain themselves. The deficiencies 
in one quarter are more than pade up by con- 
sequent overflowings in another. *^ If my Neigh- 
bopr fails," says the true Patriot, " more devolves 
upon me.*' Discord and even treason are not, in a 
country situated as Spain is, the pure evils which, 
upon a superficial view, they appear to be. Never 
are a people so livelily admonished of the love they 
bear their country, and of the pride which they 
have in their common parent, as when they hear 
of some parricidal attempt of a false brother. For 
this cause chiefly, in times of national danger, are 
their fancies so busy in suspicion ; which under 
such shape, though oftentimes producing dire and 
pitiable effects, is notwithstanding in its general 
character no other than that habit which has 
grown out of the instinct of self-preservation- 
elevated into a wakeful and affectionate appreben- 
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^on (or the whole, and ennobling its private ahcl 
baser ways by the generous ute to which they arc 
conrerted. Nor ever has a good and loyal man such 
t swell of mind, such a clear insight into the con- 
stitution of virtue, and such a sublime sense of its 
power, as at the first tidings of some atrocious act o£ 
perfidy ; when, having taken the alarm for human 
nature, a second thought recovers him ; and his faith 
returns — gladsome from what has been revealed' 
within himself, and awful from participation of the 
secrets in the profaner grove of humanity which 
that momentary blast laid open to his view. 

Of the ultimate independence of the Spanish 
Nation there is no reason to doubt : and for the 
immediate furtherance of the good cause, and a 
throwing-ofF of the yoke upon the first; favourable 
opportunity by the different tracts of the country 
upon which it has been re-imposed, nothing is 
wanting but sincerity on the part of the govern- 
ment towards the provinces which are yet free. 
The first end to be secured by Spain is riddance 
of the enemy : the second, permanent indepen- 
dence : and the third, a free constitution of go- 
vernment ; which will give their main (though far 
from sole) value to the other two ; and without 
which little more than a formal independence, and 
perhaps scarcely that, can be secured. Humanity 
and honour, and justice, and all the sacred feelings 
connected with atonement, retribution, and satis- 
faction ; shame that will not sleep, and the sting 
of unperformed duty ; and all tne powers of the 
mind, the memory that broods over the dead and 
turns to the living, the understanding, the imagi- 
nation, and the reason ;— demand and enjoin thac 
the wanton oppressor should be driven, with 
confusion and dismay, from the country which he 
has so heinously abused. 
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Thrs cannot be accomplished (scarcely can it be 
Inmtd at) without an accompanying and an inse- 
parable resolution, in the souls of the Spariiards,, 

^ to be and remain their own masters* ; that is, to 
preserve themselves in the rai^k of Men ; and not 
become as the Brute that is driven to th^ pasture, 
and cares not who owns him. It is a cotumon 
faying among those who profess to be lovers of 
civil liberty, and give themselves some credit for 
understanding it, — that, if a Nation be not free, it 
rs mere dust in the balance whether the slavery be 
bred at home, or coiiies from abroad ; be (rf their 
^wn suffering, or of a stranger's imposing. They 
«ee little of the mnder-ground part of the tree of 
liberty, and know less ot the nature of man, who 
can think thus. Where indeed there is an indis* 
putable and immeasurable superiority in one nation 
jov.er another ; to be conquered may, in course of 
time, be a benefit to the inferior nation : and, 
^pon this principle, some of the conquests of the 
Xireeks and Romans may be justified. But in what of 
really useful or honourable are the French superior 
to their Neighbours ? Never far adv^ncnJ, and, 
now barbarizing apace, they may carry— ^anlong* 
the sober^ and dignified Nations which suiTound 
Jthem — much to be avoided, but little to*be imitated . 
There is yet another case in which a People tnay 
be benefited by resignation or forfeiture of their 

'rights as a separate independent State; I tiaean, 
where — of two contiguous or neighbouring coun- 

^ tries, both included by nature under one conspicu- 
ously defined limit-r^the weaker is united with, dr 
absorbed into, the more powerful ; and one and 
the same Government . ts extended over both. 
This, with due patience and foresight, may (for the 
most part) be amicably effected, without the in- 
tervention of conquest ; but— even should a vio- 

X 
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lent course have been resorted to, and have proved 
successful— the result will hp matter of copgratu* 
lation rather than of regret, if the countries havo 
been incorporated with an equitable participatioa 
of natural advantages and civil privileges. Who 
does not rejoice that former partitions have dis- 
appeared,— and that England, Scotland, and Wales^ 
4re under one legislative and executive authority ; 
, and that Ireland (would that she had been more 
justly dealt virith !) follows the same destiny? The 
large and numerous Fipft, which interfered injuri- 
ously with the grand demarcation assigned by 
nature to France, have long since been united an4 
jconsolidated. The several independent Sovereign- 
ties of Italy (a country, the boundary of which i^ 
still more expressly traced out by nature ; and 
which has po less the further definition and cement 
of country which Language prepares) have yet 
this good to aim at : and it will be a happy day 
for Europe, when the natives of Italy and the na- 
tives of Germany (whose duty is, in like manner, 
indicated to them) shall each disisolve the pernici- 
ous barriers which divide then^, and form them* 
pelves into a mighty People.. But Spain, except- 
ing a free linion with Portugal, has no benefit of 
this kind to look for : she has long since attained 
it. The Pyrenees on the one side, and the Sea 
pn every other ; the vast extent and great resources 
of the territory; a populatiomiumerous enough to 
defend itself against the whole world, and capable 
of great increase ; language ; and long duration 
of independence ; — point out and command that 
the two nations of the Peninsula should be united 
in friendship and strict alliance ; ^nd, as soon as it 
may be effected without injustice, fdrm one inde- 
pendent and indissoluble sovereignty. The Pcnii^- 
sula cannot be protected but by itself; it is too 
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Wge a tree to be framed by nature for a stariorl 
iknong underwoods; it must have powti to toss its 
branches in the wind, and lift ^ bold forfchead to 
the sun. 

; Allowing th^t the " regni novitas" should 
(Either compel br tempt the Usutper to do away 
fome ancient abuses, and to accord certain insig- 
nificant privileges t6 the People upon the pur- 
fieus of the forest of Freedom (for assuredly he 
ivWl never suffer them to enter the body of it) ; 
allowing this, and much more ; that the mass of 
the Pdi^uiation would be placed in a condition 
Outwardly mote thriving^ — ^would be better off (as 
the phrase in conversation is) ; it is still true that-^ 
Itt the act and cdnsciousness of submission to art 
imposed lord aftd master, to a will not growing 
oiit of themselves, to the edicts of another Peopltf 
their triuthphant eneitiy-^there would be the loss 
6f a sehsdtion within for which nothing external, 
even though it should come close to the garden 
ind the field — to the door and the fire-side, can 
make amends. The Artisan and the Merchant 
(hien of classes perhaps least attached to thcix' 
native soil) would not be insensible to this loss } 
imd the Marinef, in his thoughtful inood, would 
iadden uhderit upon the wHe ocean* The cen- 
tral or cardinal feeling of thesWthoughts may, at a 
future tirtie, furnish fit matter for the genius of 
iome patriotic Spatiiard to express in his own noble 
language— ^s an inscription for the Sword of 
Francis the First ; if that Sword, which was so 
ingloriously and perfidiously surrendered, should 
ever, by the energies of Liberty, be recovered, and 
deposited in its ancient habitation in the EscuriaL 
The patriot will recollect that,-^if the memorial, 
theii giveh up by the hand of the Government, . 
had also been abandoned by the heart of the People, 

X2 
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and tha^t indignity paticndy 'subscribed to^ — hip 
country woule hare been lost for ever. 

There are multitudes by whom, I know,, these 
sentiments will not be languidly received at this 
day ; and sure I an>— that, a hundred and fifty 
years ago, they would have been ardently welcome^/ 
by all. But, in many parts of Europe (and espc-, 
dally in our own country), men have been pres- 
sing forward, for some time, in a patb wfiich, has; 
betrayed by its fruitfulness ; furnishing them con- 
stant employment for picking up things about their 
feet, when thoughts were perishing in their minds^ 
While Mechanic. Arts, Manufactures^ Agriculture, 
Commerce, and all those products of knowledge 
which are confined to gross — definite— ^and tan^- 
ble objects, have, with the aid of Experimental Phi- 
losopUy^ been every day putting on more brilliant 
colours ; the splendour of the, Imagination has beei^ 
fading : Sensibility, which was formerly a generous 
nursling of jrudc Nature, has been chased from its^ 
ancient ranee in the widedpmain of patriotism and 
religion with the weapons of derision by a shadow 
calling itself Good Sense: calculations of presump- 
tuous Expediency — groping its way among partial 
and temporary confluences — have been substi- 
tuted for the dictgt^of paramount and infallible 
Conscience, thesupreme embracer of consequences: 
lifeless and circunispe<^t Decencies have banbbed 
the graceful negligence and unsuspicious digpity of 
Virtue. 

The progress of these arts also, by furnishing 
such attractive stores of outward accommodatioor 
has misled the higher orders of society in their more 
disinterested exenions for the service of the lower. 
Animal comforts have been rejoiced over, as if 
they were the epd of being. A neater and more 
* fertile*" garden ; a greener field ; implements and 
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Utensils more apt ; ^ dwelling more commodious 
and better furnished ; — let these be attained, say 
the actively benevolent, and we are sure not only 
of being in the right road, but of having success- 
fully terminated our journey. Now a country 
may advance, for some time, in this course with 
apparent profit : these accommodations, by zealous 
encouragement, may be attained: and still the 
Peasant or Artisan, their master, be a slave in mind ; 
« slave rendered even .more abject by the very 
tenure under which thes^ possessions are held : 
and — if they veil from us this fact, or reconcile us 
to it — they are worse than worthless. The springs 
of emotion may be relaxed or destroyed within 
him ; he may have little thought of the past, and 
less interest in' the future. — ^The great end and 
difficulty of life for men of all classes, and espe- 
cially difficult for those who live by manual labour, 
is a union of peace with innocent and laudable 
animation. Not by bread alone is the life of Man 
sustained ; not by raiment alone is he warmed ; — 
but by the genial and vernal inmate of the breast, 
which at once pushes forth and cherishes; by 
self- support and self-sufficing endeavours; by an- 
ticipations, apprehensions, and active remem- 
brances ; by elasticity under insult, and firm resist- 
ance to injury ; by joy, and by love ; by pride 
which his imagination gathers in from afar; by 
patience, because life wants not promises ; by 
admiration; by gratitude which — debasing him 
not when his fellow-being is its object — habitually 
expands itself, for his elevation, in complacency 
towards his Creator. 

Now, to the existe 
tional independence is 
them it will itself prod 
h some consolation to 
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the history of the world ^o know — ^that, cvcil 
without civil liberty, society may possess— <lifitise(f 
thrpugh Its inner recesses in the minds even of it's 
humblest members — something of dignified enjoy- 
ment. But, without national independence, this is 
impossible. The difference, between inbred op- 
pression and that which is from withcfut, is essentlati . 
inasmuch as the former doesj^not exclude, from the 
minds of a people, the feeling of being self- 
governed ; does not imply (as the latter does, when 
patiently submitted to) an abandonment of the first 
duty imposed by the faculty of reason. In reatlity : ' 
where this feeling has no place, a people are not a 
lociety, but a herd; man being indeed distinguished 
among them from the brute ; but only to his 
disgrace. I am aware that there are too many' 
who think that, to the bulk of the community, this 
independence' is of no value ; that it is a refine- 
ment with, which they feel they have no concern ; 
inaismuch as, under the best frame of Government, 
there is an inevitable dependence of the poor 
upon the rich — of the many upon the few — so un- 
relenting and imperious as to reduce this otbery 
by comparison, into a force which has small in- 
fluence, and is entitled to no regard. ' Supers 
add civil liberty to national independence; and 
this position is overthrown at once : for there is no' 
more certain mark of a sound frame of polity than 
this ; that, in all individual instances (and it is upoii 
these generalized that this position is laid down), 
the dependence is in reality far more strict on the 
side of the wealthy ; and the labouring man leans 
less upon others than any man in the community* 
-—But the case before us is of a country not in- 
ternally free, yet supposed capable of repelling an 
^ternal enemy who attempts its subjugation. If 
al country have put on chains of its own forging ; 
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In the name of virtue, let it be conscious that to 
itself it is accountable : let it not have cause to 
look beyond its own limits for reproof: and, — m 
tthe name of humanity, — if it be self-depressed, 
let it have its pride and some hope within itself. 
The poorest Peasant, in an unsubdued land, 
feels this pride. I do not appeal to the exam- 
ple of Britain or of Switzerland ^ for the one^ 
is free, and the other lately was free (and, I 
trust, will ere Jong be so again) : but talk with 
the Swede; and you will sec the joy he finds in 
these sensations. With him animal courage (thp 
substitute for many and the friend of all the manly 
virtues) has space to niove in ; and is at once ele- 
vated by his imagination, and softened by his 
affections : it is invigorated also ; for the whole 
courage of his Country is in his breast. 

In fact: the Peasant, and he who lives by the 
fair reward of his manual labour, has ordinarily a 
larger proportion of his gratifications dependent 
upon these thoughts — than, for the most part, men 
in other classes have. For he is in his person 
attached, by stronger roots, to the soil of which 
he is the growth : his intellectual notices are gene- 
rally confined within narrower bounds : in him no 
partial or antipatriotic interests counteract the 
force of those nobler sympathies and antipathies 
which he has in right of his Country ; and lastly 
the belt or girdle of his mind has never been 
stretched to utter relaxation by false philosophy, 
under a conceit of making it sit more easily and 
gracefully. These sensations are a social inheri- 
,tance to him ; more important, avS he is precluded 
from luxurious — and tTiose which are usually called 
refined — enjoyments. 

Love and admiration must push themselves out 
towards some quarter : otherwise the moral man is 
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filled. Collaterally they advance with great vigour 
to a certain extent — and they are checked : in 
that direction, limits hard to pa$s are perpetually 
encountered : . but upwards and downwards, to 
ancestry and to posterity, they meet with gladsome 
help and no obstacles ; the tract is interminably.-^ 
Perdition to the Tyrant who would wantonly cot 
off an independent Nation from its inheritance in 
past ages; turning the tombs and burial-places of 
the Forefathers into dreaded objects of sorrow, or 
q( shame and reproach, for the Children ! Look 
upon Scotland and Wales*: though, by the union 
i)f these with England under the same Govern- 
ment (which was effected without conquest in one 
instance), ferocious and desolating wars, and more 
injurious intrigues, and s 
corruptions, have been pre\ 
iiecurity» and prosperity, 
changes of amity, not otY 
followed ; — ^yet the flashin 
voice, and all the tender n 
the names of Prince Lleweli 
are to tb)s day pronounced 
the public road, attest tha 

sings have not been purchased without the relin- 
quishment of something most salutary to the moral 
nature of Man : else the remembrances would npt 
cleave so faithfully to their abiding- place in the 
huqian heart. But, if these affections be of gene- 
ral interest, they are of especial interest to Spain ; 
.whose history, written and traditional, is pre-emi- 
nently stored with the sustaining food of such 
affections : and in no country are they more justly 
and generally priied, or more feelingly cherished. 
In the conduct of this argument I am not 
speaking io the humbler ranks of society : it is 
unnecessary : ibey t^ ust in nature, and are safe. 
7 
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•Tlw JPeopife ^f 'Madrid, and Cbfunna, an<J Perrol, 
rcJiited to fb« last; from an impulse which, m 
^btfif- heatts> was its own justification. The fkiltrre 
*Mti« tvith ihdsfeHvho stood higher in the stale. In 
faiet i^t^ ahiv«rsal rfsing ^ the>Pemn^lft, undet 
tbe p^siare and in the face of the tnost tremendous 
ibilitapy p^wef which ever^xistcd, is evidence which 
^anndt tec t^ much insisted upon ; and is decisive 
upori'thii subject, as involving a question erf" virtue 
^nd morkl sentiment. All ranks were -pefietfat^d 
^ith on6 feeling i instantaneous and universal was 
the ackttowlfedgement. If there have been since 
iiidividudl Tallings-off ; those have been caused bjr 
that kittd of after-thoughts w'hich ar^ the bastard 
dffspring ^f Selfishness. The matter was brought 
)i<MDe to Spain ; and no Spaniard has offended 
hetoH with a^till conscience .—it is to the woild- 
tings ^ our own country, and to those who thkilt 
M^out carrying their thoughtsfer enough, *hat I 
Uddl^sis myself. Let them know, there is no true 
wisdom without imagination ; rto genuine sense ^--* 
thit the aian; 'who in this age feels no r^ret for 
ti^^f§i^ IW)tfoar of other Nations, mtfst be poot 
iff SJPH^artlJ;! ^for the honour of his own Cotmtry ; 
Md »hrtff,fifl3ie be wanting heiis towards that which 
eifrcumscrft>« the whole, he neither iias — ^hor caa 
biu^^-— asoddl^fegard fot^ the lesser communities 
Whicfe Cotiirtry includes. Contract the circle, attd 
htitfg hini to tiis family ; such a man cannot pro- 
tect iha^ with dignified loves! ' Reduce his thoughts 
to Iris- own person ; he tnay defend himself,*— what 
he deems his honour ; but it is the ac^^ion of a brave 
irtan from fhe impulse of the brute, 6r the motive 
ef a coward. 

But it is time to recollect that this vindication of 
bum»i teding began from an :Jyjfr(^/54^j,'^thatthe 
putivand it^ df tbc mass of the SpahiA people 
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would be improreil by t^e^ fVen^h .^<ttHitpa^ff. 
|To this I now give an ujiqufilificd deiv^* JjCt mf 
.also observe to those n^eo,- for whose ipftr/nity this 
hypothesis was toleratc4-^that the tni^.. point 
of comparison does not lie. between; wb^t tb^ 
Spaniards have been under a goverhment of theijr 
own, and what they np^ become ua4er^French 
^.omiQation ; but between what the :$paiHaridf 
may do (and, in all likelihood, will do) fbr them+ 
iielvcs, and what Freachmcn would do! for thjpxth, 
Exit, — waiving this,-r-the sweeping a\^y of the 
inost splendid nwnuments of art, and rifliijg'of thf 
|>9b]ic treasuries in the conquered couAtrieSi» are aA 
jpt prologue to the tragedy which is %o ensues 
Strange that there are men who can be; so besotted 
jEis to see, in the decrees of the Usurper concerning 
feudal tenures and a worn-out inquisition^ nuf 
pther evidence than that of insidiousness and of 4 
ton^rained acknowledgement of the strength 
which he felt he had to overcome, WH^t m^ 
ihe jes&ons of history, if men can be duped^thuM 
Boons and promises of this kind ran^.inttrij^f 
worthiness^ many degrees lovver ib^ ;^H(1MSMi 
after expelled kings have recov,<r64'itb^ t^QQQS^ 
pThe fate of subjugated Spain m^yrbe f^||>R9j^({ iiq 
Xhcse words, — pillagc----depre$siof)+^Wi^ bejotiato 
^qr the supposed aggrandi^mei^tipj^^hf im^^ 
jBAry freeman its master. There rWQi4|^ indeed be 
attempts at encouragcn^ent, tha^ th^r«*might be 9 
supply of something to pjjl^gc : studied depression 
there woUld he, that there might arise no ppwer of 
resistance: and lastly helotism; — butof what kind?, 
that a vain and impious Nation might have slayeSf 
worthier than itself, for work which its* own han^ 
would reject with scorn. . . , 

What good can the present arbitrary gowflfrGoPr 
fer ujpon France itself? Let tha( pouQt4)e firs^ 
settled by those who a^ inclined to look £sirther. 
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^^.earlier proceedings of the French Rcvolutioil" 
no doubt infused health into the country ; some- 
thing of which survives to this- day : but let not 
tfee now-«xisting Tyranny have the credit of it* 
France neither owes, nor can owe, to this any ra- 
tional obligation. She has seen decrees without 
^nd for the increase of commerce atid manufwS^-^' 
tilres; fjompous stories without ^number of Kar-' 
bours, canals; warehoused, arid bridges: but there 
is no worse sign in the ttianagement of affairs than 
when that, which oUght to follow as an effect, goe^ 
before under a vain notion that it will be a cauSc^ 
-^Lct us attend to the springs of action^ and we 
shall not be deceived, yhe works of peace cannot 
flourish in a country governed by an intoxicated 
Despot ;- the motions of whose distorted benevo- 
knee must be still morfe pernicious than those of 
his cruelty. " I hwoe bestow$d; 1 have created; I 
have regenerated ; 1 have been pleased to organize;* 
~-this is the language perpetually upon his lips,, 
whfcn his ill-feted activities turn that way. Now 
commerce, manufactures, agriculture, and all the 

})eaceful arts, are of the nature of virtues or intcl* 
cctual powers : they cannot be given ;; they cannot 
be^tuck in here atid there ; they must spring up ; 
they fnult grow of themselves : they may bcf 
encouraged ; they thrive better with encourages 
ment, and delight in it ; but the obligation must 
have Ijounds nicely defined; for they are dehcate, 
proud, and independent. But a Tyrant has no joy 
in fl^^y thing which is endued with such excellende: 
he sickens at^the sight of jt : he turns away fronv 
it, as an insult to his own attributes. We haVe^ 
s€^n the present ruler of France publidy ad* 
dressed as aPrpVidence upon earth ; styled, ahK>n9 
innumerable other blasphemies, the supreme Ruler 
of things ; and hedrd him say, in his answers, that 
ikt approved of the language of ihose who thul 

T2 
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saluted him* (See Appptdix E.)^-Oh lojly W 
think that plans of reason. can prosper under $ucb 
Gountcrtaoce ! If this be the docHti.of France; 
what, a monster would be the doabk-be^dcd> 
tyranny of Spain ! 

It k immutably ordained that power, taken and 
exercised in contempt of right, uever can bring, 
forth good. Wicked actions indeed have often- 
tin^s happy issues : the benevolent oecoaoipy q£ 
imturc counter- working and diverting evil; and 
educing finally benefits from injuries ; . and tHrning. 
curses to blessings. But I $ra speaking of gpod m ^ 
direct course. All good in thij order— all moral 
good — begins and ends in reverence of right. ^ The 
whole Spanish People are to be trcati^d not as tr 
mighty jtnultitude with feeling, will, and judgment; 
hot as^ rational creatures ;-^but as objects without, 
feason ; in the knguage of human law, insuperably 
laid down not as Persons but as Things. Can 
good come from this beginning ; which, in nutter 
of civil government, is the fountain-he^d and the 
min ficcder of all the pure evil upon i^arth ? LooK 
af the past history of our sister Island for the quality 
of foreign oppression : turn where you win, it i^ 
milprable at best; but, in the case of Spain ! — it 
teigbt be said, engraven upon the rocks of her 
own Pyrenees, 

?er me si ta nelld cittk doleifte ; 
Per m^ %\ va neli' eterao dolore | 

Per me si va tra la perdula geijte. 

So much X have thought it mxLOaaarf to ^pftajc 
vpon this subject ; with a destre to enkrgo tHei 
Tiewfi ^ the short^sightfid^ to chear the deip<^d^ 
Higi and stimulate, the rdmiss. I l^ve beea ttnt^ 
'm% of duties which the Peopk, of j&p^ih 6(el to ht 
soknm and iosperioui; and havt re&rred taapriAgi^ 
at acuon (in the sensations df love and hi^d^ 0^ 
kope and f(BU'),-^£[>r4;>Tamoring the fiiHifaiient ^ 
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tlH^'dtKi^'^whicfa cannot fiuL The Pcopfe 
of Sp^ii, thus animated, will move now ; and will 
be prepared to move, upon a favoutablc summons^ 
for {iges. And it h conaolatory to think that,*-^ 
xven if many of the leading pecsons of ^ that 
country, in their resistance to France, shbuld not 
look beyond the two first objects^'(vix. ridd^mce 
of the^enemy,, and; security of national iodep^n- 
dence) ;— it is, I say, consolatory to think tliat tW 
Con^tftct, which ^an alone securctdthcr of these 
en<}s, leads dii'ectly ta a free internial Gov!ominisnc« 
We hiave therefore both the passions and the reau 
son of these men on our side in twostagss* ef the 
common journey : and,whenthis is the case^smly^ 
wci ari justified in expecting some farther com- 
panionship and support from their reason-^^-actinib 
independent of their partial interests, or in oppoj^;: 
tibn to them. It is obvioos that, to ther narrow 
policy of this class (men loyal to the. Nation and 
to the Ring, yet jealous of the People), the most 
dangerous failures, which have .hitbefto ^takca 
place, arc to be attributed : for^ though from acts 
of open treason Spain may sufi^er and has ^flSbred 
much, the?^ (as I have proved) can never affitct 
the .vitals of the cause* But the march of Liberty 
has begun ; and they, who will not lead, may bo 
borne along.— At all events, the road is plain. Let 
ihembers for the Cortes be assembled from those 
Provinces which are not in the possessicMi of the 
Invader : or at least (if circumstances render this 
Hupossibleat present) let it be annouced that soch 
b the intention, to be realised the first mdment 
yth^tk it shall became possible. In the mean wbiie 
sjieak boldly to the People : and let the. Beople 
write a«Kl speak bddly. Let the oq^ctation be 
fMniha^to them ctf open and minly institutioiM ^ 
hw and liberty acfioffding to knowledge. Let 
4 
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tbcm be tuSTversiilly trained ta military cxferdics; 
dnd iaccustomcd to military 'discipline 3 let tbedt 
be drawn togechcrin civic and religious assennblies;' 
and a general communication of those assemblies 
with each other be established through the comi- 
try : iso that there may be one ^eal and one life in 
clv«ry part of it. 

With great profit might the Chiefs of the 
Spani&h Nation look back upon the earlier part of 
the French Revolution. ' Much, in the outward 
manner, might there be found worthy of qualified 
imitation : and, where there is a difference in the 
inner spirit (and there is a mighty difference !), the 
adrantage is wholly on the side of the Spaniards. 
•-rrWhy should the People of Spain be dreaded by 
tbeirjeaders ? I do not mean the profligate and 
flagitious leaders ; but those who are well-inten- 
tioned, yet timid. That there are numbers of thi^ 
dass -^ho have excellent intentions, and are willing 
to make large personal sacrifices, is clear ; for they 
have put every thing to risk — all their privileges, 
their honours, and possessions — by their resistance 
to the Invader. Why then should they have fears 
from a quarter-^whence their safety must come,if it 
come at all ? — Spain has nothing to dread from Ja- 
cobinism. Manufactures and Commerce have there 
in far less degree than elsewhere — by unnaturally 
clustering the people together — enfeebled their 
bodies, inflamed their passions by intemperance, 
vitiated from childhood their moral affections, and 
destroyedtheirimaginations. Madrid is no enormousT 
city, like Paris ; over-grown, and disproportionate ; 
aickening and bowing down, by its corrupt humours/ 
the frame of the body poKtic. Nor has the ptstilen;^ 
tial philosophism of France made any progress i^ 
Spain. No flight of infidel harpies has aligfataiupoa 
tbcir ground. A Spanish uoderstanding \$ a hold 
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*tOQ^t)?ong to give way tp the>meafgr^ tactics of the 
" Syaleme de la Natiji^/c ;" or to the pellets of logic 
;wi>ich^Condillac has cast in the foupdry ofnational 
Ivanity, and tosses abctut at haprha^arcj — sijlf-pc^:* 
.sq^^d that he is prpceeding ^ccordiogitQiar|:, Th^ 
Spftnfj^ds are a peopl^jwith imagiqatipn : and tfer 
fptTAdpxica] re vefios^of. Rousseau, :apid;.the flippan- 
cies of Voltaire, are plants which will t^pt natumlisc 
ifi fthe country [qi: Qalderop ^nd Ccrvantfti^ 
Though bigotry ajtioogtlif Spaniards leayea.naoch 
to be laiCnented ; jlrhay^proiN^ed ;ih^t: th(5 religiotij 
habits of the nation n3^stiihaco9test,pft)3is,kto^ 
be pf inestimable ;8ervice# . ,. ^ /. A-: o? 

.yet further : -^wtpstiugthe pff^wntiitpnditloo 
^ Spain ^ith that of, France at ; th^ ^-pigfirocofete 
me^t of her revolytion, we oausfe^^ot overlook: obc 
characteristic; the Spaniards : havp np divisjc^D 
amppg thenaselves by and tbrpiigb; fhpnfiselves ; 100 
nua>ejcoii9. Priesthood — no Nob^ity—flo large hrtdy 
of powerful BurgherS' — from pas^^ jnterest^^aiwi 
conscience — opposing the end w^i?^ )« known, and 
felt to be the duty and jonly hpnfst'^d tt^ie^Jnt 
fq-jcst of all. Hp6tiUty,wherever[^jis found, iWiSt 
proceed from t^ seductions of the Invad^.^^i .^4 
th^se depend sojely upon his power: let that b$ 
shattered; and they vanish. V 

^^d this once again leads ys, directly to. that 
immense military force which the Spani^krds hav^ 
to combat ; and which, many thinks more than 
counterbalances every internal advantage. It is 
indeed formidable : as revolutionary appetites and 
energies must needs be ; when,, among a people 
numerous as the people of France, they have Ceased 

« spend themselves in conflicting factions within 
e country for objects perpetually changing sh^pe ; 
and are caj^d out of it under the strong controul 
of ar^ absolute degpotisn), as oppo^unity invites, 
for a definite objectrf plui^der aacf coaquest. It is. 
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1 iallow, a' frightful spectadd — to see the {iiltfae erf 
ivast nation propdlcdout^ their terftwrjr. with 
rtic rapid <W€ep of a horde of Tartars; tiio^ing 
ftmfi^ht itiipulse of like savage instincts ; arMil for- 
msbed^ at the sanve time, witfi those implfemimts 
teii^iphysic^al tk&tructkm which have been piWti«<td 
-by ^^qienGe «nd civilixsmon. Such are the t^bfimie 
tf the Freilfdi armies ; unchetjk^ by any thought 
49^it^ philosophy and the spirit of society, prOw 
g?*Wiv«y bumanking, have ieStlTeld forth — to detiiV- 
Ifiine or r^^iaUt^ thfe ^Ucatioh of ^he ^^ifdgfotii 
sind -desolafii^g appar^^s With wtilch ^^y dhilo- 
sophy and science they ha^ bfeen-ptfevided. Wkh 
*4ike-^rtei^io<^ t^ iAAnpi^-ktiA the same mis- 
chievous r^cencilemeBt of fdi»ces in their A^tuf^ 
ti&(fdi$^y rfiese *e^llrtion^ ithpotscs and these 
appetites of bafrtmrdua {nay, what is far worse, of 
bkrbapiiied) min ^arc «mbodied in a new frame of 
P^ity; which possesses thte-tontoistencf of aa atvdent 
fetevthmient, ^iAout its emfcarrassmeiilj^ and- weak- 
netlsdk. And •at the ^head of att k jthe mknA of om 
man-^ho aftts ^*owedly *upon the priticiple that 
teWtyr^bing,' whicli can be -done safely 'by the 
IWpreftAe pbifer^^bf a state, miiy be done /^^* 
i^pef^Sk i^/t'^nd wlib has, et Ms eomnt^tid, fbe 
greatest part of the continent *f Europe — ^o'flflfil 
♦rtiit ^et femaiiis -ttnaccomplisbed of 'hfe ft^feA)us 

3NoW4ttnostfcte obvious to^ a feflefcti^-teind 
tha* tvkxy ^it>g Which is d^pcrately -irtytftdral, 
bdimg in its Constitution monstrous, iis ^bf itself 
pfeH^ble : ^deeay it cannot escape ; andj^ftuAer, 
It is htfbk to %udd^ di^si^kitlan : time Wddld 
evince thisitt tte insftaiTCie bfefore^s; thotigh ^qj^ 
peshaps, untt-l^itifitttte awd irrepar^We harm han 
been done. ^But, even 'at preseiit, ^ach of ^he 
lourees of this -^etetnatur^ itrefi^h (as far as k 
\m, fOfmidabkr^to^ Euf o^e)*has inr correspoftdiiig ^eat 
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. of weakness ; which, ^ere it ikMy touched, wouW 
manifest itself immediately ••; — —The power is in- 
deed a CqIo^sus: but, if the trunk be of mohcn- 
brass, the members are of clay ; arid would' fell to 
pieces Upon a shock which need not be Tiolent. 
Great BritJfiti, if her energies were propedy called 
forth ind directed, alight (as we have already 
maintained) give this shock. •* Ma^a parvis ob- 
scurantur*' was the appropriate motto (the device 
a Sun Eclipsed) when Lord Peterborough, with a 
handful of men opposed to fortified cities and 
large armies, brought a gre^t part of Spain to 
acknowledge a sovereign of the House of Austria. 
Wc have now a Vast military force ; add,— ^evett 
wlthouta Peterborough or aMarlborough, — ^^at this 
precious opportunity (when, as is daily more pro- 
bable, a large portion of the French force must 
march northwards to combat Austria) we might 
easily, by expelling'the French from the Peninsula, 
secure an immediate footing thefe for liberty ; and 
the Pyrenees would then be shut against them foi* 
ever. The disciplined troops of Great Britain 
might overthrow ttie enemy in the field ; while the 
Patriots of Spaini under wise management, would 
be able to consume hini slowly but surely. 

For present annoyance his power is, no doubt, ' 
mighty t but liberty — in which it originated^ and or 
which it is a depravation — is far mightier ; and the 
good in human nature is stronger than the evil. The 
events of our age indeed have 
into doubt with some persons :' 
servers have been astonished ar 
the sight of enthusiasm, courage 
ifeelity, put forth seemingly to 
all engaged in the furtherance ( 
niinds of men are not always i 
service as strenuously as they a] 
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personal knowledge tjbtt, when the attack was^made 
which ended in the subjugation of Switzerland,! 
the iojustice of the undertaking was grievously, 
oppressive to many officers of the French army;' 
and damped their exertions. Besides, were it, 
otherwise, there is no just cause for despondency, 
in the perverted alhance of these qualities wita 
oppression. The intrinsic superiority of virtue and . 
liberty, even for politic ends, is not affected by it. ] 
If the tide of success were, by any effort, fairly 
turned ; — ^not only a general desertion, as we have^ 
the best reason to beheve, would foUovir among the' 
troops of the enslaved nations ; but a moral change 
would also take place in the nunds of the native 
French soldiery. Occasion would be given for 
the discontented to break out ; and> above all, for 
the triumph of human nature. It would then be 
seen whether men fighting in a bad cause,— men 
without magnanimity, honour, or justice, — could 
recover ; and stand up against champions whp by 
these virtues were carried forward in good fortune, 
as by these virtues in adversity they had been sus- 
tained. As long as guilty actions thrive, guilt is 
strong: it has a ^ddiness and transport of its own ; a 
hardihood not without superstition, as if Providence 
were a party to its success. But there is no inde- 
pendent spnng at the heart of the machine which 
can be relied upon ior a support of these nations 
in a change of circumstances. Disaster opens the 
eyes of conscience ; and, in the minds of mea 
who have been employed in bad actions, defeat 
and a feeling of punishment ^e inseparable. 

On the other hand ; the power of an un-. 
blemished heart and a brave spirit is shewn, in the 
events of war, not only among unpractised citizens 
and peasants ; but among troops m the most per- 
fect dbcipUne. Large bodies of the British army 

6 
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have been several times broken— that is, tcch- 
nicallv vanqaished — in Egypt, and elsewhere. 
Yet tney, who were conquered as formal soldiers,' 
stpod tneir ground and became conquerors as 
men. This paramount efficacy of moral causes 
is not willingly admitted by persons high in the 
profession of arms; because it seems to diminish 
their value in society — by taking from the im- 

Eortance of their art : but the truth is indisputa- 
le : and those Generals are as blind to their 
own interests as to the interests. of their country, 
who, by submitting to inglorious treaties or by 
other misconduct, hazard the breaking down of 
those personal virtues in the men uncjer their com-' 
mand — to which they themselves, as leaders, arc 
mainly indebted for the fame which they acquire. 
Combine> with this moral superiority inherent 
in the cause of Freedom, the endless resources 
open to a nation which shews constancy in defen* 
sive war ; resources which, after a lapse of time, 
leave the strongest invading army comparatively 
helpless. Before six cities, resisting asSaragossa hath 
resisted during her two sieges, the whole of the 
military power of the adversary would melt away. 
Without any advantages of natural situation; 
without fortifications; without even a ditch to 
protect them; with nothing better than a mijd 
wall ; with not more than two hundred regular 
troops ; with a slender slock of arms and ammu- 
nition ; with a leader inexperienced in war ;r-ithe 
Citizens of Saragossa began the contest. Enotigh 
of what was needful — ^was produced and' created ; 
and — by courage, fortitude, and skill,' rapidly 
matured — they baifted for sixty days, and finally 
repulsed, a large French army with all its equip- 
ments. In the first siege the natural and mond 
victory were both on their ^ide ; nor less so vrrm- 
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aWj (though the termuuttton was difl^nt) in the 
second, For^ after another rcsiataoce of neaily 
three mpiiths, they have given the eBemy causc^ 
feelingly to 3^y, with Pyrrbus of ol4, — " A little 
more or fsuch conquest, and I am destroyed." 

If evidence were wanting of the efficacy, of the 
princjplc^ 'which throughout this O^eatise have 
beep nuintamed>--rit has been furnished in over- 
flowing measure. A private individual, I had 
written.;, and knew not in what manner tens of 
thousand^ were enacting, day after day, the Oiitbs 
which, in the solitude of a peaceful vale, I wai 
meditating- Most gloriously have the Citi^^ns of 
Saragossa proved that the true army of Spain, in 
a contest at this nature, is the whole people. The 
exemplified a ipfielancholy — yea 
t , consolatory;, and. full of joy ;* 
iie are caUea suddenly to nght 
^nd- are sopely pcessed upon^ 
of battle is the floors upon, 
:n have played; the chambers 
f each man has slept (bis own or 
pon or under the roofs by which 
they Jbave been sheltered ; in the gardens of their 
recreatijon ; in the street^ or in the nuirket-place ; 
before the Altars of their Temples ; and among 
their congregated dwellings-r-blazing^or up-rooted. 
The Goverpmcnt of Spain must never forget 
SaragDBsa for a moment* Nothing is wanting, to 
produce the same eflects every where^ but a lead- 
ing mind sucli as that city was blessed with« In the 
latter content this ba$ been proved ; for Saragossa 
contained, at that time, hodiea of men from almost 
all parts of Spain. The luurmtive of those two 
sieges should oe the maniuiLof every Spaniard : 
be may add to it the at)cient stories of Numantia 
«nd Sa^^ntu|n : let him ahcpiipcn ^hc book ^ % 
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pilbw ; aad^ if .biC be ad^vQut iid^<i>t • f^ tfee 
rcKgibn of iis. country, let himiwoar it ip hiSf bosom, 
/or nis crucifix ta rest upaa, ^ ' • ; ^ ' 

Beginning from these inviftciblc^ feelipg/s, and ihe> 
principles of justice whic^ are-involved i* them; 
let nothing be neglected, which, policy aiwl pru- 
dence dictate, for rendering sufepervient .to the 
same end those qualities in human nat^e which^ 
arcindiftercnt or even morally bad ; gnii.formakin^ 
the selfish propensities^ cpntribnte to. the support of 
wise arrai^ements, civil and military.— ror'ba^* 
there never appeared in the field rnqt^ st^fl^y st)W 
diers — troops which it would have beeq mor€ diffi'* 
cult to conquer with such knowledge ^f the arti 
of war as then ex^ed — thza those cogunaaded. 
by Fairfas; and Cnomwell : let us see fr^om Vfkkt 
root these armies gtew. ^^ Cromwell," says Sit? 
Philip Warwick, " made use of the zeal aiod crei 
dulity of these penons'^' (that is-r-^such of the 
pcoolt as had, in the author's language, the ^na<i*^ 
tic humour) ; *' teaching them (as they too readily 
taught themselves) that they engi^ged £or God, 
when he led them against his vice|^rent tbe King. 
And, where this opinion met with a natuipal courage,. 
It nude them bolder— and too often crueUer ; tad/ 
where natural courage wanted, teal supplied its. 
place. And at first diey chose rather to die diaflt 
flee ; and custom removed fear of danger : and 
afterwards — ^finding the sweet of good pay, and of 
opulent plunder, and of preferment auitaible ta 
activity and merit-^the lucrative pert made gain 
seem to them a natund member of godKncss. And 
I cannot here omit" (continues the audaar) «♦ a 
character of this army which General Fairfitx ^ve 
unto myself; when^i complimenting him with the 
regularity and temperance of his army, he told me. 
The best common aoldiers he hadr-came out of 
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our auNny tod from the garrisons he had taken 
in. So (says he) I found you had made them 
good soldiers ; and I have made them good men. ' 
But, upon this whbk matter, it may appear^* (con- 
eludes the author) *' that the spirit of aiscipline of 
warr may beget that spirit of discipline which even 
Solomon describes as the spirit of wisdom and 
obe<Hence/*/ Apply this process to the growth 
and maturity of an armed force in Spain. In 
making a comparison of the two cases; to the sense 
of the insults and injuries which, as Spaniards and 
as human Beings, they have received and have to 
dread, — and to the sanctity which an honourable 
reiistance has already conrerred upon their misfor- 
tunes, — add the devotion of that people to their 
odigion as Catholics ; — and it will not be doubted 
thkk the superiority of the radical feeling is, on 
their side, inmieasurable. There is (I cannot re- 
h^n from observing) in the Catholic religion, and 
in the chsMtacter of its Priesthood especially, a 
soiirce^ c^ animation and fortitude in desperate 
struggles*— which may be relied upon as one of the 
best hopes of the cause. The narrative of the 
first siege €>f Zaragoza, lately published in thisi 
country, and which I eamcsdy recommend to the 
reader's perusal, informs us that, — ** In every part 
<rf the town were the danger was most imminent, 
and the French the most numerous,— was Padre 
St. lago Sass, curate of a parish inZaragoza. As 
Greneral Paiafox niade his rounds through the city, 
be often beheld Sass alternately playing the part 
of a Priest and a Soldier ; sometimes administering 
the sacrament to the dying ; and, at others, fight- 
ing in the most determined manner against the 
enemies of his country. — ^He was found so service- 
able in inspiring the people with religious senti- 
ments, and in leading them on to danger, that the 
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General has placed htm in a situation whdre botb> 
his piety and courage nuy continue to be as useful 
as before ; and he is now both Captain in the 
army, and Chaplain to the, comn^ander-in-chief.'* 

The reader will have been reminded, by the 
passage above cited from Sir Philip Warwick's 
memoirs, of the details given^ in the earlier part of 
this tract, concerning the course which (as it ap- 
peared to me) might with advantage be pursued in 
Spain : I must request him to combine those de* 
tails with such others as have since been given: 
the whole would have been further illustrated, if I 
could sooner have returned to the subject ; but it 
was first necessary to examine the grounds of hope 
in the grand and disinterested passions, and in tne 
laws of universal morality. My attention has 
therefore been chiefly directed to these laws and 
passions ; in order to elevate, in some degree, the 
conceptions of my readers ; and with a wish ta 
' rectify and fix, in this fundamental point, their 
judgements. The truth of the general reasoning 
will, I have no doubt, be acknowledged by men 
of uncorrupted natures and practised understand- 
ings ; and the conclusion, which I have repeatedly 
drawn, will be acceded to ; namely, that no resist- 
ance can be prosperous which does not look, for 
its chief support/ to these principles and fe'el- 
ingt. If, however, there should be men who still 
fear (as I have been speaking of things under 
combinations which are transitory) that the action 
of these powers cannot be sustained; to such 
I answer ihat,-^if there be a necessity that it 
should be sustained at the point to which it 6rst 
ascended, or should recover that height if there 
have been a fall, — ^nature will provide for that 
necessity. The cause is in Tyranny : and that 
will again call forth the effect out of its holy 
retirements. Oppression, its own blind and pre- 
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destined enemy, has poured this of felessednes* 
/upon Spain, — that the enormity of the outrages, of 
wtiich she has been the victini, has created art 
object of love and of hatred— of apprehension? and 
of wishes — adequate (if that be possible) to the 
utmost demands of the human spirit. The heart 
that serves in this cause, if it languish, must Ian- 
guisfa from its own constitutional weakness ; and 
not through want of nourishment from without* 
But it it a belief propagated in books, and which 
passes currently among fllking men as part of 
their familiar wisdom, that the hearts of the many 
are constitutionally weak ; that they do languish ; 
and arc slow to answer to the requisitions of things. , 
I entreat those, who are in this delusion, to look 
behind them and about them for the evidence of 
experience; Now this, rightly understood, not 
only gives no support to any such belief; but 
proves that the truth is in direct opposition to it. 
The history of all ages; tumults after tumults; wars^ 
fcM'eign or civil, with short or with no breathing- 
spaces, from generarion to gcncrarion ; wars — why 
and wherefore ? yet with courage, with perseve- 
rance, with self-sacrifice, with enthusiasm — ^with 
cruelty driving forward the crael man from it^ 
own terrible nakedness, and attracting the more 
benign by the accompaniment of some shadow 
which seems to sancrify it ; the senseless weaving 
and interweaving of facrions — vanishing and re- 
viving and piercing each other like the Northent 
Lights; public commorions, andjthose in the bosom 
of the individual ; the long calenture to which the 
Lover is subject ; the blast, like the blast of the de-' 
sart, which sweeps perennially through a frightful 
solitude of its own making in "the raind of the 
Gamester ; the slowly quickening but ever quick- 
cning descent of apperitc dowa which the Miser 
is propelled ; the agony and cleaving oppressioa 
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^f grief; the ghosfclikc hauntiijjgs of ^ame ; the 
incubus of revenge ; the life-distemper .of ambi- i 
■ tion ;•— these inward e3^s]tenc^s,J^^nd tbej^^ble and 
ifamiliar pccurrfcnces of daijy life i^^eycjrjr tpwn and 
village ; tke patieht curiosity and cor^tagjous accja-? 
mations of tne multitude in t^e streets of tbe citjr 
imd within the walls of the theatre % a procession^ 
or a rural dancfe;a^ hunting, or a horse-race; a 
flood, or a fire ; rejoicing and ringing bjf bejls fot 
^n unexpected gift of good fprijune, or the coming 
of a foolish heir to his estate ; - — -' these 

demonstrate incontestibljr that the passions of mei> 
(I m?an, the soul of sen?ibihty in the heart of inani 
—in all quarrels, in all copi^ests, in all ^^ests, in alt 
delights, in all employments which ^e either 
sought by men or th^iist uppn them — do imrhea- 
surably transcend their objects, 1?he true sorrow, 
of humanity consists in this ;-rnot ttiat the oiind of 
man fails ; but that the course and demands of 
action and of life so rarely correspond with the 
dignity and intensity of human desires : and hence 
that, which is slow to languish, is too easily turned 
aside apd abused. But^ — with, the remembrance o^ 
what has been done, and in tlxe face of the inter^ 
minable evils which are threatened — a Spaniard 
can never have cause to complain of this, while a * 
follower of the Tyrant remains ir^ arrr^ upon the 
teninsula,. 

Here then they> with whom t hope, take their 
•tand. There is a spiritual community binding 
together the living and . the dead ; the good, the 
brave, and the wise, bf all ages. We would not 
be rejected froip this community : and therefore 
do we hope. We look forward with erect mind, 
thinking and feeling : it is ah obligation of duty : 
iake away the sense of it, and the moral being 
Would die vjdthia us.— ^Among the most illustrious 
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of thitfratermtT, whose cncoufageracntwcpartid-* 
pate, is an Sog^ishman who sac^ced his life in 
devotion to a cause bearing a stronger Hkeness to 
this than any recorded in history. It is the elder 
Sidnev — a deliverer and defender, whose name I 
have before tittered with reverence ; who, treating 
of the w^ in the Netherlands agjUnst Philip the 
Second, thus writes : ^* If her Majesty,** says he, 
** were the fountain ; I wold fear, considering 
what I daily 6nd, that we shold wax dry. But 
she is but a means whom God useth. And I know 
not whether I am deceaved ; but I am fiilly per- 
luaded^ that, if she shold iinthdraw herself, otbeif 
springs wold rise to help this action. For> methinks, 
I see the great woifc indeed in hand against the 
abuses of the world ; wherein rt fa no greater fitult 
to have confidence in m^n^s power, ^an it is too 
hastily to despair of God's work,** 

The pen, which I arti guid'rag, has stopped in 
my h^nd ; and I haVe scarcely power to proceed. 
— I win lay down one principle ; and dxen shall 
contentedly withdraw from the saijctoary. 

When wickedness acknowkdgcs no Hmit but 
the extent of her power, and advances with aggra- 
vated impatience Kke a devoining fire ; the only 
worthy or adequate opposition is — that of virtue 
submitting to no circumscriprion of her endeavours 
save that of her rights, and aspiring from the im- 
pulse of her own ethereal zeal. The Christian ex- 
hortation for the individual is here the precept for 
nations — *' Be ye therefore perfect ; even as your 
Father, which is in Heaven, is perfect/' 

Upon a future occasion (if what has been now 
said meets with attenrion) I shall point out the 
s^egs by which the practice of life may be Kfted 
Up towards these hign precepts. I shall have to 
speak of the child as well as the man ; for mth the 
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t:liild, or the youth, may we begin with mofe hope : 
but I am not in despair even, for the man ; and 
chiefly from the inordinate evils of our time. 
There are (a» I shall attempt to shew) tender and 
subtile ties by which these principles, that love to 
soar in the pure region, are connected with the 
ground-nest in which they were fostered and from 
which they take their flight. 

The outermost and all-embracing circle of bene- 
volence has inward concentric circles which, like 
those of the spider's web, are bound together by 
links, and rest upon each other ; making one frame, 
and capable of one tremor ; circles narrower and nar- 
rower, closer and closer, as they lie more near to 
the centre of self from which they proceeded, and 
which sustains the whde. The order qf life does 
not require that the sublime and disinterested feel- 
ings should have to trust long to their own un- 
assisted power. Nor would the attempt consist 
cither with their dignity or their humility. They 
condescend, and they adopt: they know th^ time of 
their repose ; and the qualities which are worthy 
of being admitted into their service— of being 
their inmates, their companions, or their substi- 
tute?. I shall strive to shew that these principles 
and movements of wisdqm — so far from towering 
above the support of prudence, or rejecting the 
rules of experience, for the better conduct of 
those multifarious actions which are alike neces* 
sary to the attainment of ends good or bad — do 
instinctively prompt the sole prudence which 
cannot fail. The higher mode of being does 
not exclude, but necessarily includes, the lower ; 
the intellectual does not exclude, but necessarily 
includes, the sentient ; the sentient, the animal ; 
and the animal, the vital — to its lowest degrees. 
Wisdom is the hidden root which thrusts forth 
the stalk of prudence ; and these uniting feed and 
AA 2 
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uphold ^^thc bright coosummatc flower"— Na- 
tional Happiness— the end, the conspicuous crown, 
and ornament of the whole. 

I have a^inounced the feelings of those who 
, hope : yet one word more to those who despond. 
And first ; he stands upon a hideous precipice 
(and it will be the same with all who may succeed 
to him and his iron sceptre) — ^he who has outlawed 
himself from society by proclaiming, with act and 
deed, that he acknowledges no mastery but power. 
This truth must be evident to all who breathe— ^ 
from the dawn of childhood, till the last gleam 
of twilight is lost in the darkness of dotage. But 
take the tyrant as he is, in the plenitude of his 
supposed strength. The vast country of Germany', 
in spite of tie rusty but top strong fetters of corrupt 
princedoms and degenerate nobility,— Germany- — 
with its citizens, it§ peasants, and its philosopher^ — 
will not lie quiet under tlie weight of injuries 
which has been heaped upon it. There is a sleep, 
but no death, among the mountains of* Switzcr-^ 
land. Florence, and Venice, and Genoa, and 
Rome, — have their own poignant recoUecrions^ and 
a majestic train of glory in past ages. The stir 
of emancipation may again be felt at the mdbths 
as well as at the sources of the Rhine. Poland 
perhaps will not be insensible ; Kosciusko and his 
compeers may not have bled in vain. Nor is 
Hungarian loyalty to be overlooked. And, for 
Spain itself, the territory is wide : let it be over- 
run : the torrent will weaken as the water spreads. 
And, should all resistance disappear, be not daunt- 
ed : extremes meet : and ho\y often do hope and 
despair almost touch each other-^— though unconT 
scipas of their neighbourhood, because their faces 
are turned different ways ! yet, in a. momeijt, th^ 
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one shall Vanish ; and the other begb a career hi 
the folnessiof her joy. 

But we may turn from these thoughts : ibr the 
present juncture is most auspicious. Upon liberty^ 
and upon liberty alone, can there be permanent 
dependence ; but a temporary relief will be givea 
by the share which Austria is about to take in the 
war. Now is the time for a great and decisive 
effort ; and, if Britain does not avail herself cf i^ 
her disgrace will be indelible, and the loss infinite* 
If there be ground of hope in the crimes and 
errors of the enemy, he has furnished enough o£ 
both : but imbecility in his opponents (aboye/aUp 
the imbecility of the British) has hitherto pre- 
served him from the natural consequences c^f hit 
ignorance, his meanness of mind, his transports oi 
infirm fancy, and his guilt. Let us hasten to 
redeem ourselves. The field is open for a com- 
manding British military force to clear th€ Penin- 
sula of the ^enemy, while the better half of his 
power is occupied with Austria. For the South 
of Spain, where the first effort of regeneration waa 
made, is yet free. Saragossa (which, by a truly 
efficient British army, might have been relieved^ 
has indeed fallen ; but leaves little to regret ; for 
consummate have been her fortitude and va- 
lour. The citizens and soldiers of Saragossa are 
to be envied : for they have completed the cirde 
of their duty ; they have done all that could be 
wished— all that could be prayed for. And, though 
the cowardly malice of the enemy gives too 
much reason to fear that their leader Palafox 
(with the fete of Toussaint) will soon be among 
the dead, it is the high privilege of men who 
have performed what he has performed — that they 
cannot be missed ; and, in moments of weaknesg 
^nly, can they be laipented : their actions represent 
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^wfk fverjr whtft and for ever. Pakfox ha& takea 
his place as parent and ancestor of innumcraUe 
heroes. • 

Ob ! that the surviving chiefs of the Spanish 
peof^ niay pmve worthy of their situation ! With 
auch niateriaU,-^-4heii; labour would be pleasant^ 
and their auccess certain. But — though heads of 
a nation venerable for antiquity, and having good 
cause to preierve with revercaice the institutiom 
qf their elder forefathers— they miet not be india* 
criminalely afi^d of new things. It is their duty^ 
to restore the good which has fallen into disuse ; 
and also to create, and to adopt. Young scions 
of polity must be engrafted on the time-worn 
trunk : a new fortress, must be reared upon the 
ancient and living rock of ju^e. Then would it 
1^ seen, while the superstructure stands inwardly 
immovcabfe, in how short a space of tinae tl^ 
ivy and wild plant would climb up from the base^ 
and clasp the naked walls; the storms, which 
could not shake, would weather-stain ; and th^ 
edifice, in the day of its youth, would appear to 
be one with tbe rock upon which it was planted^ 
and to grow out of it. 

But let us look to ourselves. Our offences are 
unexpiated : and, wanting light, we want strength.^ 
With reference to this guilt and to this deficiency, 
and to my own humbk efforts towards ren^ovii^ 
both, I shall conclude with the words of a man of 
^sciplined spirit, who withdrew from the too busy 
world — not out of indifference to its welfiEUFe, or to 
forget its concerns — but retired for wider compass 
of eye-sight, that he might comprehend and see in 
just proportions and rdations; knowing above all 
that lie, who hath not first made himself master c^ 
the horizon of his own mind, must look beyond it 
only to be decenred. It is Petrarch who thus writes ; 
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*' Haec dicerem, ct quicquid in rem praesentem ct 
indignatio dolorque dictfarcnt ; nisi obtorpuissc ani- 
mos, actumque de rebus nostris, crederem. Ncmpe, 
qui aliis iter rectum ostendere solebamus, nunc 
(quod exitio proximuni est) cceci coeqis ducibus 
per abrupta rapimur ; alienoque circumyolvimur 
exemplo ; quid velimus, nescii. Nam (ut coeptum 
exequar) totum hoc malum, seu nostrum proprium 
seu potius omnium gentium commune, Igi^oratio 
Finis facit. Nesciunt inconsulti homines quid 
agant : ideo quicquid agunt^ mox ut coeperint, ver- 
git in nauseam. Hinc ille discursiis sine termino ; 
hinc, medio calle, discordiae ; et, ante exitum, 
Damnata Principia ; et expletd nihil." 

As an act of respect to the English reader — I 
shall add, to the same purpose, the words of our 
own Milton ; who, contemplating our ancestors in 
hk day, thus speaks of them and their errors : — 
" Valiant, indeed, and prosperous to win a field ; 
but, to know the end and reason of winning, 
injudicious and unwise. Hence did their victories 
prove as fruidess, as their losses dangerous ; and 
left them still languishing under the same griev- 
ances that men suffer conquered. Which was indeed 
unlikely to go otherwise ; unless men more than 
vulgar bred up in the knowledge of- ancient and 
illustrious deeds, invincible against many and vain 
titles, impartial to friendships and relations, had 
conducted their affairs." 

THB END. 



CrnidR, Baldtvtn, Printirs, 
Ntw Bridg§-ttreit, Undoru 
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. APPEJ^DJX. .-. , 

.i 

A Cfage 45j.; ^ . , 

WH£>^ tfaift t>asi»age was writtiBii, tbere htdai^pdired oaljr mir 
^toitborized accounts of the Board dfloquitT^s ppoceediogs. N«i^ 
ther from'these however, nor from thp official report of the Boftfd 
(which. has beeif since pablkhed)4s any satisfactory exj^UunilioiHip 
be gained oil this «|ueBtioii--^or indeed on any oth«r quasHQii ia€ 
importance. All, which is to be cdlectad froni:theiii^ is this : thfc 
Portuguese General^ it aj^pears, offered .td tmite hi^ whpleiotce 
with the British on the single condition that ti^ey shotddv he 
^ovisioned frdui the British stores^ dod, accordingly* rests his 
eicme for not co-operating on the refusal of Sir^AnlhiirWal- 
lesiey to coqnj^y with this, coodidoir. Sir A. W. denies tfe 
^r^dfty of his excuse $ and, more than once^ calls it a prettftee'; 
declarmg that^ in l|is heliefr Gen. Frelre'a real motive for nqt 
JQiping was'-^a mistrust in the competence of the British to 
appear in ths iield against the French. This ho>srever is n»re 
mirmike ; and therefore cannot have much weight with tboa^ 
5¥ho sincerely sought for satisfaction on this point : moi!fpv<ri^ 
it is a surmise of the individual whose justification rests ofk 
making i^ appear that the di^^ity did not arise with himself^ 
Biid it is right to add, that the only yodf produced goes lo4i^ 
<;reditthis surmiso; viz. that G^. Friere did> without iny 
delay, furn&h t^e whole number of troops which Sir Atthiar 
engaged to feed. However the Board exhibited so littlb 
an^tiety to be satisfied onr this poiot,^ that no positive ixiforma- 
tion was gained. 

A reference being here first made to the official jneport of the 
Board of Inquiry ; 1 shall make use o£the opportunity which it 
oibra to lay^ before the reader an outlrae of that Boatd's pro^^ 
ceedings ^'from which it will appear lu»v far ihc (^inioQ — pio- 
nounced, by the national voice, upoi^ the transactions. in Porto^, 
gai~rK>oght, in soimd logic, to be modified by any part of those 
proce^ings. 

We find in the warrant under Which the Board of Inquiry 
was to act, and which defined its powers, that an inquiry waft 
to be made into the condi lions of tl^ ''armistice and conven- 
tion ', and into all the causes and circumstances, whether arising 
fjKXH the operations of the British am]y> Or otherwise, Which led 
to them.** 

Whetkor answers to the chidrgeB of the people of EngUod 

were made possible by the provisioos of this warrant— and, 

secondly, whether even these provisions haVe been satisfied by 

the Board- of Inquiry-*-*will best :q)pear by intolving tboit 

B B 
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194. AYPBHDIX. 

ekBtgl» A fofox qoeiHam, acconfing to the Allowing scale, 
' whidi ftoppoMt t teriet of coocettions impottibte to those who 
thiiik tho natioci iostified in dio kmgiiafe kekl on tho traiu- 
actions ID Pbrtng^ 

1. Coosiderii)ff the perfidy with which the French annj had 
entered Portogaf; the enonntties committed by it dnrine its 
oeeupatioii of that oountxy } the vast militaiy power of which, 
that array was a part, and the ose made of tJyu power bj its 
master; the then existing afnrit of the SpaiMi, Boitaguese, 
and British nations ; in a woid, \considering the espedal oatnre 
of the stnrica, and the indtvidiialcharacterof this war s— waait 
lawfbt for the British annji uikier any conceivable drconw 
stances, so long as it had tlus liberty of rerembarkiiqr, to make 
««Mcoiie«tre6lr convention? i.e. Was the negadve evfl <tf a total 
hmm in eftrj object for which it had been sent to Portngd of 
worse t^ideney than the positive evil of acknowledging in the 
Frendi army a 6ir title to the privileges ofanhonoorable enemy 
l^ consentiiigto a mode of treaty which (in its very nmsm, ion^ 
piyinga rectprocatkm of concession and respect) must be nnder 
any liroitatioos as roach more indolgent than an ecdinaij capi* 
tplation, asthat asain must (in its severest form) he moie Indul- 
gent Aan theon^finroor which the French maranden could 
presome upon obtaining— ^iz. pennission to surrender at dis- 
cretion? 

To thb question the reader need not be told that these y^gpB 
ghe a naked unqualified denial i and that to establish the ran- 
aooaUenea of that denial is one of thdr main purposes : but, 
for the benefit of the men .accuked, let it be siq)poaed granted ; 
and then the second question will be 

S. Was it lawfol for the £ngtish am^, in the case of its 
being reduced to the supposed dilemma of either-re-embarking 
or making sotne conventioa, to make tkai spciificaL convention 
which it did make at Cintra ? 

This is of necessity and d fortiori denied j and it has 
been proved that neither to this, nor any other army, couki it 
be lawfol to make such a comrention— not merely under the 
victual but under any conceivable circumstances : let however 
this too, on behalf of the parties accused, be granted ; and 
tlien the third question will be 

3. Was the £nglish Amy reduced to that dilemma ? 
N 4. Finnlly^ thb also being conceded (which not even the Gene- 
rals have dared to say), it remains to ask by whose and by what 
misconduct did an army — confessedly the arbiter of its own 
movements and plans at the opening of the campaign-^forfeit 
that free agency— either to the extent of the extremity sup- 
posed, or ot any approximation to that extremity ? 

Now of these four possible questions in the minds of all those 
who condemn the conventjon of Cidtra, it is iobvious that the ' 
}^ng*s warrant supposes only the three latter to exist (since, 
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though it diows Inqaifjr to be mack into the individual oonvea- 
tio», it no where quentioas the tolerability of a convention m 
gttHfrt) ; and it is no less obvious that the Board, acting under 
that warranty has noticed only the last — i. e. by wh^ series ig 
military movements the army was brought into a state of diffi* 
culty which justified a convention (the Board taking for grant- 
ed throughout— 1st, lliat such a state could exist ; 2ndly, That 
it actually did exist } and Srdly, That— if it existed, and accord- 
ingly justified 9om€ imaginable convention^t must therefore of 
n^sessity justify M» oonven^on). 

Having^hus shewn that it is on the last question only that the 
nation could, in deference tojthe Board of Inquiry, surrender 
or qualify any opinfon which it had previously given— let us ask 
what answer is gained, from the proceedings of that Board, 
to the charge involved even in tlUs last question (premising 
however — ^first — that this charge was never explicitly made by 
the public, or at least was enunciated only in the form of a 
conjecture — ^and 2ndly ihkt the answer to it \% collected chiefly- 
from the depositions of the parties accused) ? ' Now the whole 
sum of their answer Amounts to no more than this— that, 
in the opinion of soide part of the English staff, an opportuiiity- 
was lost on the 21st of exchanging the comparatively slow 
process of reducing the French army by siege for the brilliapt 
and summary one of a caup^dc'imrin, ^ 

^ This opportunity, be it observed^ was offered only by Geo,- 
Junot*8 presumption in quitting bis defensive potttions,4nd 
coniiug out to meet the English army in the field $ so that it 
was an adi^tage so much over and above what might fiiirly 
have been calculated upoh,: at any rate, if this might have 
been looked for, still the accident of battle, by whic£ a large 
part of the French army was left in a situation to be cut ofi^, 
(to the loss of which advantage Sir A. Wellesley ascribes the 
necessity of a convention) could surely never have been antici«» 
pated 3 and therefore the British army was, even afbr that loss, 
in as prosperous a state as it had from the fint any right to 
expect. Hence it is to be inferred, that Sir A. W. must have 
entered on this campaign with a predetermination to grant a 
convention in any case, excepting in one single case which he 
knew to be in the gift of only very extraordinary good fortune. 
With respect to him, therefore, the charges — pronoimced by the 
national voice — are not otily confirmed, but |reatly aggravated .^ 
Further, with respect to the General who superseded him, all 
those— ^who think that such an opportunity of terminating the 
gimpaign wasreallyoflTered, and, through his refusal tp take 
advantage of it, lost— are compelled to suspect in him a want of 
military skill, or a wilful sacrifice of his duty to the influence 
of personal rivalry, accordingly as the? shall tnterprtt his 
motives. 

B i2 
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-The whole which we gain fhen^Mtt from the Board of In- 
qttity is — that wirtt we barely suspected Ur ripened into cer- 
tainty — and that on ati^ which we assuredly knew and declared 
w?thout needing that any tribunal shocild lend us its saftcti6n^ 
po eflfort has been made at denial, or disguise, or palliation. 
' Thus much for the proceedings of the Board of Inquiry, 
tipon^ which their decision was to be grounded. As to the de- 
cision itself, it declares that no further miKtary proceedings are 
necessaiy j " because " (say the memberi of t^e board) , '* bow- 
ever some of us may differ in our sentiments respecting the 
^ness of the convention in the relative situation of the two 
armies, it is onr unanimous declaration that unquestionable zeal 
aftid firmness appear throughout to have been exhibited by 
Generals Sir H. Dalrymple, Sir H. Burrard, and 8ir A. Wel- 
jesley.'* In conseqoertce of this decision, the Concimander-in- 
Chief addressed a letter to the Board — reminding them that, 
though the words of his Majesty's warrant expressly enjoin that 
the conditions of the Armistice and Convention should be 
rtrictly •xamined and reported upon, they have altcgether neg- 
lected to give any opinion upon those conditions. They were 
therefore called upon then to declare their opinion, whether an 
^mistice was adviseable ; and (if so) whether the terms of that 
armistice were such as ought to be agreed upon ; — and to declare, 
in like manlier, whether a convention was adviseable ; atid (if 
•o) whether the terms of tliat convention were such as ought 
to have been sfgreed upon. 

To two of these questions— viz. those which relate to the 
particular armistice and convention made by the British Gene- 
rals—the members of the Board (still persevering in their blinds 
ness to the other two which express doubt as to the lawfulness 
oi any armistice or convention) severally return answers which 
convey an approbation of the armistice and convention by«four 
mciiibers. a disapprobation of the convention by the remaining 
three, and further a disapprobation of the armistice by one of 
those three.' 

Now it may be observed— first— that, even if the inyestigation 
had not beeh a public one, it might have reasonably be«n con- 
cluded, frorri the circumstance of the Board having omitted to 
report any opinion concerning the terms of the armistice and 
the qpnvention, that those terms bad not occupied enough of 
its attention to justify the Board in giving any opinion upon 
them— ik'hether of approbation br disapprobation j and, secondly, 
—this conclQsion, which might have been made d priori^ is 
QOfifirm^d by the actual fact that no examination or inquiry: 
of this kind appears throughout the report of its proceedings : 
and therefore any opinion subsequently given, in consequence 
of th« requisition of the CommandeV-in-Chief, Can lay claim to 
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DO more authority upon these points — than^the opinion of.th^ 
same men, if they had never sat in a public court upon th'ji 
question. In this condition are all the metnbei^s, whether fhey 
approve or disapprove of the convei\tioj^. And with respect tQ 
the three who disapprove of the 'convention, — over and abovft 
the general impropriety ot haviM, ttnder fchese circufloitances, 
pronounced a verdict at all in the character of meitibers of 
that Board— they are subject to m especial charge of iocpn* 
sistency in having given such an opinion > in their second w* 
port, as renders nugatory that wiiich they first pronoupced; 
, For the reason — assigned, . in their first report, tor deemiiuf 
no further niilitary proceedings necessary — is because it apki^ 
pears that unquestionable zeal and Jirmnts$ were exhibit«4' 
throughout by the several General Ofiicers j ^nd the reason^^ 
assigned by those three who condemn the convention — is that 
^e (reneraU did not insist upon the terms to which they vftvt 
entitled ; that is (in direct opposition to their former opiuions)^ 
the Generals shewed a want of firnuiess and zeal, l{ then the 
Generals were acquitted, in the first case, solely upon the ground 
of having displayed firmness and zeal \ a confessed want of firm^ 
ness and zeal, in the second case, iropHes conversely a ground 
of censure — rendering (in the opinions of these three members) 
further military proceedings absolutely necessary. They, — who 
are most aware of the unconstitutional frame of this diourt or 
Board, and of the perplexing situation in which its membere 
must have found themselves placed, — will have the least diffi^ 
culty in excusing this inconsistency : it is however to be regretted; 
particularly in the instance of the Earl of Moira 5— wlio, disap- 
proving both of the Convention and Armistice^ has as«iigned 
for that disapprobation unanswerable reasons drawn — noj 
from hidden sources, unapproachable except by judicial investi- 
gation — ^but from facts known to all the world. The reader 

will excuse this long note j to which however I must add one 
•word : — Is it not strange thitt, in the general decision of the 
Board, zeal and firmness— jnakcdly considered, and without 
question of their union with judgment and such other qualities 
as can alone give tliem any value — should be assumed as suffi- 
cient grounds on which to rest the acquittal of m^n lying under 
a charge of military delinquency ? 

B (fage 51 J. 

It is not necessary to add, (hot one of these fears was re- 
moved by the actual landing of ten thousand^ men, under 3ir J, 
Moore, pending the negociation: and yet no change in the 
terms took place in consequence. This was an important cir- 
cumstance ; and, of itself, determined ^wo of ilie members of 
the Board of Inquiry to disapprove of the convention : such an 
accession entitling Sir ii. Dalrymple (and, of courjie, making it 
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Ui^daty) te imit em nlore fiivoaraUe tmss. But the argon^ent 
iitdmptetewitboQiit. 

C (page 56J. 

I irit aa^iriUing Co ioterropt tbe reader upMi a aHght occa- 
fion ; but ] caonot refrain from addiog here a word or two by 
way of eommeot.*-! have laid at pi^ge 51, spetkiog of Junot*a 
wnof, that the British weoie to encounter the same men^ &c. 
Sr ArtKur Welleslejr, before tbe Board of Ini|uuy» disallowed 
this auppOfitioD; affirming that Junot;*s anaj had not tbeo 
Machea Spain^ nor could be there for some time. Grant this : 
was it not stipulated that a messenger should be sent off, imme- 
diately after the conclusion of tl:^ treaty, to Buonaparte — ap-> 
prising him oi its terms^ and when he might expect his' troops i; 
and would not this enable him to hurry forward forces to the 
Spanish fr^ontiers^ and to bring them into action-^kno^ing that 
these troops of Junot's would be ready to support him > What 
did it nsatter whether the British were again to measure swords 
with these identical men ; whether these men were even to ap- 
pear agmn upon Spanish p&md ? , It was enough, that, if these 
did not, others would— who (k>uld not have been brought to 
that service, but that these had been released and were doing 
elsewhere some other service for their master ; enough that 
Cfery thing, was provided by tbe British to land them as nesir the 
Spanish frontier (and as speedily) as they could desire. 

D C^age 102). 

This attempt, tbe reader will recollect, is not new to our 
rouatry ; — ^it was accomplished^ at one sera of our history, in 
that memorable act of an EnsHsh I^iiiament, which made it 
tmlawful for any man to ask his neighbour to join him in a 
petition for redsesa of grievancea; and which thus denied the 
peo^e ** the benefit of tears and jMrayers to their own infamous 
deputies ! " For th^ deplorable state of England and Scotland at 
that time— see tbe annals of Charles the Second, and hi& 
successor.-*-We must not forget however that to this state, at' 
tbings,^ as the cai^e of those measures which the nation after- 
wards resorted to, we tte originally indebted for the blessing 
e£^ the Bill of Rights^ 

E(pagim). 

I allude here oAore especiially to an address presented to 
Buonaparte (October 27 tb, 180g) by the deputies of the new 
departments of the kingdom of Italy \ from which address, as 
given in the English journals, the followipg passages are ex* 
tracted :— 

1 
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' '' In the necessity « in ^wiudi7oii4ue to overthiow^^to dMrof 
—to disperse your eneamt at the wind dissipateg the dust, yoit 
are not an exterminating angel ; but you are the being that 
extends his thoughts-^that measures the £iqe of the earth— to 
ie*establish univei^al happiness upon better and surer bases.** 

*^ We are the interpreters of a million of souls at the extremity 
of your kingdom of Italy." ^* Deign, Savcrrign 

Master ofauThihgt, to hear (as we doubt not you will)" &c.' 

The answer begins thus :-— 

'< I applaud the sentiments you express in the name of my 
people of Musora, Metauro, and Trpnto." 

F(fagenG). 

This principle, involved in so many of his actions, Buon^iparte 
has of late explicitly avowed : the instances are numerous : it 
will be sufficient, in this place, to aUege one— furnished by bis 
answer to the address cited in the last note :— 

" I am particularly attached to your Archbishop of Urbtno : 
that prelate, animated with the true faith, repelled with indig- 
nation the advice — and braved the menaces— of thpse who ^ 
wished to confound the affairs of Heaven, which never change, 
with the aflairs of t^is world, which are ipodified according to 
Glr4cuin5tances cffonx and policy.*' 



SU$PJ^NSION OF ARMS 



Agreed ttpon between lAeutenant^OeitertU Sir Aethur WbX- 
lksleY, K. B. Oil the one part, and the General^qf-Divmon 

' KELLF.aMANN on the Other part ; eochhovingpavfersfrorn thg 
respeitixe Generals of the French and EngUsh Armia. 

Head-Quarters of the ^ngUsh Army, August $2, ISCt. 

Article L There shall be, fipm this date, a Suspension of 
Arms betw^n the armies of his Britannic Majesty, and bis 
Imperial and Royal Majesty, Napoleon !• for the purpose of 
negociating a Convention for the evacuation of Portugal by |he 
French army. 

Art. II. The Generals-in-Chief of the two armies, and the 
Commander-in-Chief of the British fleet at the entrance of the 
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am AMxwM. 

Tagta, D^H-ippcn&ti da^ to afsemUe, on such part of the coai^t 
•f shi^ beijudg^ conirenieiMi to oegociate and conclude tbe 
paid Convention. 

form the line of de*. 
5 two armies : Torrct 

English army under- 
in this suspeni>ion d( 
:>n shall be established 
Irom i^yria to l i^mar. ... 

AtiT.V. It is agreed provisboalljr .th^ttfie Frenph army: shaU 
not, in any case, be considered as prisoners of war ; that allihe 
individuals who compose i([Aall be triapsported to France with 
their arras and baggage, and the whole of their private pro- 
perty, from which nothing shall be exempted. 

Art?.. VI. No individual, whether .Portuguese, or of a na- 
tion allied to Francej ^r f reticbi shall be called to account for 
hts pdifical eoddudt ; their respective property shall be pro- 
tected; and tbey abaU be at liberty to withdraw from Portugal, 
)ifidiin a HntiteU timej with their property. 

- Art. VII. The netitrality of tbe port of Lisbon shall be re- 
cognised'fbr the Rus^ftn fleet : that is to say, that, when the 
English army or fleet shall be in po$se8sion of the city and port, 
the said Russian fleet shall not be disturbed during its stay ; nor 
stopped when it wishes to sail ; nor pursued, when it shall saU, 
until after the time fixed by the maritime law. 

Art. VIII. All the artillery of French calibre, and also the 
horses of the cavalry, shall be transported to France. 

Art. IX. This suspension of arms shall not be broken with- 
out forty -eight hoursV previous notice. 

Done and agreed upon between the above-named Generals, 
the day and year rixnr^.nwntioped. 

(Signed) Arthur Wellksley. 

KE'Lt.]&rm A K N , Geoeral-of-Division. 

Additional Article, 
The gartkons of the places occupied by the French army 
shall be included in the present Convention, if tbey have 
eot capitulated befone the 2 5 lb instant. 

. - (Signed) . Arthur Wkll^sley. 

k E LLE RM A N N, General-of-Dlvision. 

/ ' (A true Copy.) 
A. J. Dalrymple, Captain, Military Secretary* ^ 
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<^p#»Ki)iji, set 

i)Ef Il^tttVE CONVENTIpK FOIt THE fiVACtf ATIQN pF 
PORTUGAL BY THE FRENCH ARMT. 



The Generals coiHaiaiidifig in chief the Biitish anc) ^reocii 
drmies in Portugal, having determined to negociate and ixx^^ 
dude a treaty for the efacuation of Porttigaf bf the French 
troops, cm the basis of the agreement enteiid into on th^ 2id 
Instant for a suspension of hostilities, have appointed the under** 
mentioned ofiiters to negotiate ttie same in their Raines '^ vi«4 
•^-on the part of the Grener^^in-Chief of the firitisb arfpf j 
Lieutenant-Colonel Murray^ Quarter-Master-General } andi 
On the part of the General-in-Chief of the French army, Mon- 
sieur Kbllermann, General-of-Division i to whom theyhavet 
given authority to negociate and conclude a Convention to that 
effect, subject to their ratification respectively, and to that of 
the Admiral commanding the British fieet at the entrance o| 
the Tagus. 

. Those two officers, afier exchanging their fdll powers, have 
agreed upocl the articles which follow : 

Article I. AU the. places and forts in the kti^gdom of 
Portttgfil, occupied by the French troops, shall be delivered up 
to the British army in the state in which they are at the period 
of the signature of the present Convention. 

Art. II. The Fi»og^ troc^ shall eira^fuate Portugal ^itk 
their arms and baggage ; they shall not be <^onsideM as pri- 
soners of \trar ; and, on their arrival in France^ they siudl be al 
liberty to serve. 

Art. III. The English Government shall Ornish the meana 
of conveyance for the Frencih army ; which shall be disembarked 
in any of the ports pf France between Hochefort and L*Orient| 
inclusively. 

Art. IV. The French army shall carry with it all its artillery/ 
of French calibre, with the horses belonging to it, and the 
tumbrUs supplied with sixty rounds per gun. AJl other artiUeryi 
arms, and ammunition, as also the mUitary and naval arsenals^ 
shall be given up to the British army and navy in the state in 
whioh they may be at the period of the ratification of the Con* 
vention. i - 

Art. V. The French army shall carry with it all its equip* 
roents, and all that is comprehended under the name of pro^ 
perty of the army j that is to say, its military chest, itad car- 
riages attached to the Field Commissariat and Field Hospitals ; 
or shall be allowed to dispose of such part of the same, on its 
account, as th^ Commander-in-Chief may judge it uuneeessary 
to embark. In like manner, all indlviddali of the ^rmf diall be 

Cg 
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ft02 AtTtTSt-blX* 

at liberty to dispote of their private property of every ietrnfi^ 
tion i with full security her^ifter for the purchaser. 

Art. VI.' The cavalry are to embark their horses 3 as also (he 
Generals and other officers of all ranks. It is, however^ fully un- 
derstood, that die means of convejrance for horses, at the dis. 
poial of the British Commandos, are very limited ; some addi- 
tional conveyance may be procured in the port of Lbbon : the 
nuQCiber of lK)r8es to be embarked by the troops shall not exceed 
six hundred ; and the number embarked by the Staff fhall not 
exceed two hundred. At all eveoti every &dlity ^1 be given 
to the French army to dispose of the horses, belonging to it, 
which cannot be embarked. 

Art. VIL In order to facilitate the embarkation, it shall 
take place in three divisions ; the last of which will be princi* 
pally composed of the garrisons of the places, of the cavalry, 
the ardllery, the uck, and the equipmoit of the army. The 
first dividon shidl embark within seven days of the date of the 
latificatkm ; or sooner, if possible. 

Art. VIII. The garriaon of Elvas and its forts, and of Pe-* 
niche and Pahnebi, wUl be embarked at Lisbon ; that of Aimaida 
at Oporto, or the nearest harboor. They will be accompanied 
on their march by British Commissaries, charged with provid- 
ing fbr their subustenoe and aciQommodation. 

Art. IX. All the sick and wounded, who cannot be em- 
barked with the troops, are entrusted to the British army. They 
are to be taken care of, whilst they remain in this country^ , at 
the expence of the British Government 3 under the condition of 
the same being reimbursed by France when the final evacuation 
is efiected. Tbe English government will provide for their re* 
turn to France 1 whidb shau take place by detachments of about 
one hundred and fifty (or two hundred) men at a time. A suf- 
ficient number of French medical officers shall be left behind to 
attend them* 

Art. X. As soon as the vessels employed to carry the army 
to France shall have disembarked it in the harl>ours specified, 
or in any other of the ports of France to which stress of wea- 
ther may force them« every facility shall be given them to re- 
turn to England without delay ; and security against capture un- 
til their arrival in a fi^endly port. 

Art. XI. The French army shall be concentrated in Lisbon, 
and \nthin a distance of about two leagues from it. The Eng- 
lish army will approach within three leagues of the capital ; and 
will be so placed as to leave about one league between the two 
armies. 

Art. XIL The forts of St. Julien, the Bugio« and Cascai>» 
shall be occupied by the British troops on tbe ratification of the 
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Conventioa. Lisbon and its citadd« together with the forts sod 
batteries^ as far as the Lazaretto or Tarfuria on one side> and 
ibrt St. Joseph on the other, inclusively^ shall be given up on 
the embarkation of the second division ; as shall also the har- 
bour 5 and all armed vessels in it of every description^ with their 
rigging/ sails^ stores, and ammunition. The fcnrtresses of £lva8> 
Almaida^ Peniche, and Palmela» shall be given up as soon as 
the British troops can arrive to occupy them. In the mean 
time^ the General-in-Chief of the British army will give notice 
of the present Convention to the garrisons of those places, as 
also to the troops before them, in order to put a stop to all ^r^ 
ther hostilities. 

Art. XIIL Commissioners shall be named, on both sides, to 
regulate and accelerate the execution of the arrangements 
agreed upon. 

A at. XIV. Should there arise doubts as to the meaning of 
any article, it will be explained favourably to the French 
army. 

Art. XV* From the date of the ratification of the present 
Convention, all arrears of contributions, requisitions, or claims . 
whatever, of the French Government, against the subjects of 
Portugal, or any other individuals residing in this country, 
founded on the occupation of Portugal by the French troops iii 
the month of December 1S07» which may not have been paid 
up, are cancelled $ and all sequestrations laid upon their pro- 
perty, moveable or immoveable, are removed ] and the free dis-? 
posal of the same is restored to the proper owners. 

Art. XVI. All- subjects of France, or of powers in friend-* 
ship or alliance with France, domiciliated in Portugal, or acci* 
denjtjally in this country, shall be protected : their property of 
every kind, moveable and immoveable, shall be respected : and 
they 9haU be at liberty either to accompany the French arrny^ 
or to remain in Portugal. In either case th^r property if 
guaranteed to them $ with the liberty of retaining or of disposing 
of it, and passing the produce of the sale thereof into France, 
or any other country where they may fix their residence 5 the 
space of one year being allowed them for that purpose. 

It is fully understood, that the shipping is excepted firom this 
arrangement 5 only, however, in so far as regards leaving th^ 
port i and that none of the stipulations above-mentioQed cau bo 
made the pretext of any commercial speculation. < 

Art. XVII. No native of Portugal shall be rendered ac« 
countable for his political conduct during the period of the 
occupation of this country by the French iEtrmy ; had all those 
who have continued in the exercise of their employments, cf 
who have accepted situations under the French Government^ 
ure phced under the protection of the firitish CoQunindeni \ 

CCS 
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ibef shal] tostilii no ir^xxpf m tbtat persons or property ; it noi 
ba^ng been at thdr option to be obedient, ornot, to tl^ Fi:«ndi 
Oovernment : they are dso at liberty to avail themselves of the 
gtipnlations of the |Sth Article. 

AKt. XVIII. The Spanish troops detained on board ship in 
the port of Lbbon shall be given np to the Commander-in-Chief 
of the British armv 3 who engages to obtain of the Spaniards tq 
restore such French subjects, either military or civil, as may have 
/ been detained in Spain, without being taken in battle, or in 
^bonsequence of military operations, but on occasion of the cc-: 
currences of the 29th of last May, and the days imn^ediateljr 
following. ' 

Art. XIX. There shall be an immediate exchange estab* 
Eshed for all ranks of prisoners made in Portugal since the 
^mipencemenc of the present hostilities. 

Art. XX. Hostages of the rank of field-officers shall be mur 
tually furnished on the part of the British army and navy, andf 
on that of the French army, for the reciprocal c^uaraptee of the 
present Conventbn. The officer of the British army shall he 
ilestored on the completion of the ^icles which concern thd 
army ; and the officer of the navy on the disembarkation of the 
French troops in their own coantrf. The l^ke Is to take place 
en the part of the French army. 

Art. XXI. It shall be allowed to the General-in-Chief of 
the French army to send an offioer to France with intelligence 
of the present Uonventiop. A vessel will be furnished by tibe 
British Admiral to convey him to Bourdeaux or Pochefort. 

' Art. XXII. The. British Admiral will he invited to accom- 
;nodate His Excellency the Commander'-in-Chief, and the 
other princip^ officers of the French army^ on board of shiji^ 
of war. 

Done and concluded at Lisbon this 30th day of Aqgust^ 

Quarter-Master-Gtpml« 

KRXX.S&MANK, 

Le General de Division. 

WOf the Diik# of Abrantes, GeoeKdrio-Qiief of the French 
gtmy, have ratted and do ratify the present De^tive Con^ 
veotioo ini|U ila artidesi^ to be executed according to its foriQ 
podtenqr. 

(S%ned) The Puke of AbraktMv 
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4ddiH(mal Artida to the Convention of the 30M of August; 

1808. 

A»T, I. The individuals in the civil employment of the army 
made prisoners, either by the British troops, or by the Pmtu* 
guese, in any part of Portugal, will be restored^ as is customary, 
without exchange. 

Art. TI. The French army shall be subsisted firotu its owii 
inagazines up to the day of embarkation 5 the garrisons up to 
jthe day of the evacuation of the fortresses, 
, The remainder of the magazines shall be delivered over; in 
the usual form, to the British Government j which charges 
itself with the, subsistence of the men and hordes of the army 
from the above-mentioned periods till they arrive in France | 
under the condition of their being reimbursed by the French 
Grovemment for the excess of the expense beyond the esti^ 
mates, to be made by both parties, of the value of the maga^ 
zines delivered up to the British army. 

The provisions on board the ships of war, in possession of 
the French army, will be taken in account by the British 
Government 10 like m^ner with the magazines in the for^ 
tresses. 

Art. III. The General coramapding the British troops will 
take the necessary measures for re-establishing the free circu-* 
lation of the means of subsistence between the countiy and the 
capital. 

Dona tipd concluded at Lisbon this SOth day of August^ 
1808. 

(Signed) Geouge Murrat, 

Quarter-Master-General, 
Kexlermann, 

Le General de Division, , 

We, Duke pf Abrantes, General-in-Chief of the Frehqh 
army, have ratified and do ratify the additional articles of 
|he Cqinv^tioQ, to ]be executed according to their farm aa4 
t^non. 

The Duke of Abiia^T£S« 

(A true Copy.) 
i^t h Dalrym?lb, Captain, Militaiy Secretary. 
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ArtkUi of aConvention entered into hetvoeenPtce" Admiral Szsu 
A V I N , Knight of the Order of St, Alexander and other Rusnan 
Orden, and Admiral Sir Charles CoTTON,J5ar^ /or theSur- 

, render of the liussiau Fleets vow anchored in the River Tagus, 

Art. I. The ships of war of the Emperor of Russia, now in 
the Tagus (as speciBed in the annexed list), shall be delivered 
up to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, immediately, with all their 
stores as they now are 3 to he sent to England, and there held 
at a deposit by his . Britannic Majesty, to be restored to His 
losperial Majesty within six months after the conclusion of a 
peace betw^n His Britannic Majesty and His Imperial Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of all the Russias. 

Art H. Vice- Admiral Seniavin, with the oflScers, sailor^, and 
marines, under his command, to return to Russia^ without any 
cofidition. or stipulation respecting their future services ; to be 
conveyed thither in men of war^ or proper vessels^ at the ex-* 
pence of His Britannic Majesty. 

Dcme and concluded on board the ship Twerday, in the Ta* 
gus, and on board His Britannic Majesty's ship Hibernia, off 
Uie mouth of that river, the 3d day of September 1808. 

(Signed) De Seniavin. 

(Signed) Charles Cottois^. 

(Counfer-sigoed) By command <^ the Admiral, 

L. Sass, Assesseur de College. 
(Counter-signed) By comnogpd of the Adipipd, 
James Kbnnedt* Secretary* 



POSTSCRIPT 



ON SIR JOHN MOORE'S LETTERS. 

Whilst the latter slieets of this work were passing dirough 
the press, there was laid befisre ParltaiBent a series of comes* 
pondence between the English Government and its servants 
in Spain 5 amongst which were the letters of Sir John Moore. 
Tliat these letters even with minds the least vigilant to 4et^ 
contradictions and to make a commentary from the past ac- 
tions of the Spaniards, should have had power to alienate them 
from the Spanish cause— -could never have been looked for ; ex- 
cept indeed by those who saw, in the party spirit on this question^ 
a promise that more than ordinary pains would be taken to 
misrepresent their contents and to abt^ the public judgment. 
But however it was at any rate to bsnre been expected-- both. 
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fi*om the place which Sir J. Moore held in the nation's esteem 
previodslx to his Spanish campaign, and also especially from 
that which (by his death in battle) he ha(t so lately taken in its 
afiections — that they would weigh a good deal in depressing the 
general S3rmpathy with Spain : and therefore the Author of thia 
work was desirous that all which these letters themselves^ or 
other sources of information, furnished to mitigate and contra- 
diet Sir J. M.'s opinions— should be laid before the public : but 
—being himself at a great distance from London, and not having 
within his reach all the documents necessary for this purpose-he 
has honoured the friend, who corrects the press errors, by mak« 
ing over that task to him i and the reader is therefore apprised, 

that the Author is not responsible for any thing which follows. 

*#•'«••*• »«••••«*•••#*•«••«' 

Those« who have not examined these letters for themselves, 
will have collected enough of their general import, from con^ 
▼ersation and the public prints, to know that they pronounce 
an opinion unfavourable to the Spaniards. They wUl perhaps 
have yet to learn that this opinion is not supported by any body 
of feds l(f or of facts ooly three are given f and those, as 
we shall see, misrepresented) 5 but soie^ by the weight of Sir 
John Moore*s personal authority. This being the case, it be* 
comes the more important to assign the value of that authority, 
by making such deductions from the present public estimate 
of it, as are either fairly to be presumed from his profession and 
office, or directly inferred from the letters under consideration. 
As reasons for questioning d priori the impartiality of these 
. letters, — ^it might be suggest^ (in reference to what they would 
be likely to omtV)— first-^hat they are the letters of a soldier; 
that is, of a man trailed (by the prejudices of his profession) to 
despise, or at least to rate as secondary, those resources which 
for Spain must be looked to as supreme ; — ^and^ secondly^ that they 
are the letters cS a general ; that is, of a soldier removed by his 
rank from the possibility of any extensive intercourse with the 
lower classes; concerning whom the question chiefly was. 
But it is more important to remark (in reference to what they 
would be likely to tids'^Mte) — thirdly — that they are the letters 
of a comtnander^in-chirf ; standing — from the very day when 
he took the field— in a dilemn^a which compelled him to risk 
the safety of his army by advancing, or its honour by retreat- 
ing I and having to make out an apology, for either issue, to the 
very persons who had imposed this dUenmia upon him. — ^The 
reader is requested to attend to this. Sir John Moore found 
himself in Leon with a force '' which, if united,*' (to quote his 
own words) '* would not exceed 26,000 men.** Such a force, 
after the defeat of the advanced armies, — ^he was sure— could 
effect nothing ; the best result he could anticipate was an in- 
glorious retreat. That he should be in this situation at the very 
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(ypeniog of the campaign^ he saw, would declare' to stll Earbfiii^ 
that •omewhere there most be blame : bat where ? with him-^ 
fielf he knew that there was none : the English Government 
(with -whom he must have seen that at least a part of the blamtf 
lay — for sending him so late> and with a force so bment^bljr 
incommensurate to the demands of the senrice) it was not for 
him— holding the situation that he did — operily to accuset 
(though, by implicatiooi, he often does accuse theoi) } aud 
t}ierefbre it became his business to look to tlie Spaniards j aody. 
in their conduct, to search for palliations of thai inefficiency on- 
his part— -which else the persons, to whom he was writing*, 
would understand as charged upon themselves* . Writing wiUi 
such a purpose-^and under a double fettering of his faculties } 
first from anxious forebodings of (Calamity or dishonour ; and 
secondly from the pain he must hare f«lt at tiot being bee to 
censnre those with whom he could not but be aware tlmt the 
embarrassments' of his situation had^ at least in part, origi-^ 
nated—- we might expect that it would not be difficult for him 
to find^ in the early events of the campaign, all which he sough t| 
and to deceive himself into a belief, that, in stating these events^ 
without any commentary or even hints as to the relative cir- 
cumstances under which they took place (which only could, 
give to the naked facts their Talue and due meaning), he waa 
making no misrepresentations^—^nd doing the Spaniards no^ 
Injustice. - • 

. These suggestions are made with the greater earnestness^ 
as ' it is probable that the honourable death of Sir John Moore 
win have given so much nK>re weight to his opinion on any 
8ub^ct*-as, if these suggestions be warranted, it is entitled od 
this subject to less weight-— than the opinion of any other indi-« 
Vidual equally intelligent, and not liable (from high office and 
perplexity of situation) to the same influences of disgust or^ 
prejudice. 

That these letters were written under some such iofiuences^ . 
u plain throughout : we find, in them, reports of the four first 
events in the campaign ; and, in justice to the Spaniards, it musl 
be said that all are virtually mis-statements. Take two instances 2 
1. The main strength and effi)rts of the French were, at thet 
.opening of, the campaign, directed against the army of Gen^ 
Blake. The issue b thus given by Sir J. M. :— '* Gen. 6lake*a 
army in Biscay has been defeated^^-dispersed ; and its officers 
and men ar£ flying in every direction. ' Could k be supposed 
diat the army, whose matchless exertions and endurances are M 
merged in tins over-charged (and almost insulting)^ statement 
of tlwir result, was, 'mere pea8antry*(Sir J*.M*s.own words) sdS 
opposed to greatly superior numbers oi veteran troops ? Coo- 
front with this account the description given by an eye-witness 
(Major.Gen* Leith) of -their constancy ^nd.the trials. oC 

6 
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^heir constancy ; remembenng that> for ten successive days, they 
yiirere engaged (under the pressure of similar hardships^ ^th the 
addition of one not mentioned here^ vis.— ^a want of cloathing> 
^ in continued actions with the French :-^" Here I shall taW 
occasion to state another instance of the patience (and^ I wilt 
add^ the chearflilness) of the Spanish soldiers tinder the great-' 
fest (Hivations. — ^After the action of Soronosa on the 31st ult., 
it was deemed expedient by Gen. Blake^ for the purpose of 
fb^ming a junction with the second division and the army of 
Asturias, that the army Bhould make lopg> rapid^ and con-^ 
tinued marches through a country at any time incapable of 
feecHng so numerous an army^ and at present sdmbst totally 
*drain^ of provisions. EVom the 30th of October, to the pre- 
8entvt^3N(Nov. 6), with the exception of a small and partial 
issue of bread at Bilboa on the morning of the Ist of* Novem- 
ber> this army has been totally destitute of lH!ead> wine, or 
spirits ; and has literally lived on the scanty supply of beef and 
sheep which thosd mountains afford. Yet never was there a 
symptom of complaint or muroQur *, the soldiers* minds 'ap<^ 
pearing to be entirely occupied with the idea of being led 
against the enemy at Bilboa* ■ ^^ It is impossible for me to 
do justice to the gallantry and energy of the divisions ehgage4 
thb day. The army are loud in expressing their desires to be led 
against the enemy at Bilboa ; the universal exclamation is^- 
1 be bayonet! the bayonet! lead us back to Sorondsa.'* 

S. On the 1 0th of November the Estramaduran advanced- 
gnaid, of abmit 12>000 men, was defeated at Burgos by a divi'^ 
sfon of the French army selected for the service — ^and having a 
vast superiority in cavalry and artillery. Ihij events with the 
same neglect of circumstances as in the former instance. Sir J. 
M. thus reports t — " The French, after beating the army of 
Estramadura^ are advanced at Burgos." Now surely to any un- 
prejudiced mind die bare fact of 12,000 men (chiefly raw le- 
vies) having gone forward to meet and to find out the main 
French army— under all the oppression which, to the ignorant 
of the upper and lower classes throughout Europe^ there is in 
the name of Bonaparte-^must appear, under any issue^ a title 
to the highest admiration, such as would have made thn slight 
and incidental mention of it impossible. 

The two next events — ^viz. the forcing of the pass at Somo* 
sierra by the F6lish horse, and the partial defeat of Castanos-*^ 
(Sre, as might be i^ewn even from the French bulletins, no less 
misrtprescnted. With respect to the firsts — Sir J. Moore, oveay 
looking the whole drama of that noble defence> gives osly ^ 
catastrophe j and his account of the second will appear, from 
■ny report, to be an exaggeration. 

f It may be objected that-— dnce Sir J. M. no where allegea 
theae evwta as proving any thing against the Spaniards^ but 
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flmply as accountmg for his own plans (in whicb view, how^ 
•oever eftected, whether with or without due resistance, they 
were entitled to the same value) — it is unfair to say tbat> l^ 
givisg them uncircumstantially^ he has misrepresented them. 
But it must be answered, that, in letters confining elsewhere 
. (though not immediately in connexion with these statements) 
opinions unfavourable to the Spaoiarda, to omit any thing mak- 
ing/or them— w to misrepresent in efiect. And, ^mher, it 
tfaail now be shewn that even those three charges — ^which Sir 
J. M. docs allege in proof of his opinions — ^are as glaringly 
mis-stated. 

The first of these charges is the most important ; I give it ta 
the reader in. the words of Sir John Moore : — *' The Frenchi 
cavalry from Bargos, in small detachments, are over-running 
the province of Leon $ raising contributions ; to which the in* 
habitants submit without the least resistance." Now here it 
cannot be meant that no efforts at resistance were made by in- 
dividuaU or small parties ; because this would not only contra- 
dict the universal laws of human nature, — ^but would also be at 
utter variance with Sir J.M/s repeated complaints that he could 
gain no informaiicm of what was passing in his neighbour^ 
hood. It is meant therefore that there was no regular or orga- 
nised resistance ; no resistance such as might be made the subject 
of an official report. Now we all know that the Spaniards 
have every where suffered deplorably from a want of cavalry ^ 
and, in the absence of that, hear from a military man (Major- 
Gen. Brodrick) why there was no resistance : ''—At that* 
tSme 1 was not aware how remarkably the plains of Leon and 
Castille differ frona any other I have seen ; nor how strongly 
the circumstances, which constitute that difference, enforce the 
opinion I ventured to express." (He means the necessity of 
cavalry reinforcements from England.) " My road from Astorga 
lay through a vast open space, extending from 5 to 20 or more 
miles on every side \ without a single accident of ground which 
could enable a body of infantry to check a pursuing enemy, or 
to cover its own retreat. In such ground, any corps of infan- 
try might be insulted, to the very gates of the town it occupied^ 
by cavalry far inferior in numbers^ contributions raised undcf 
their eyes, and the whole neighbourhood exhausted of its re- 
iources, without the possibility of their opposing ahy resistance ^o 
4itch incurs on s.** 

The second charge is made on the retreat ta Corunna : '' (lie 
Gallicians, though armed," Sir J. M. say^, *' madeiio attempt to 
atop the passage of the French through the mountains." That 
they were armed — is a proof that they had an intendon to do so 
(^s one of our journals observed) : but what encouragement 
had they in that intention from the sight of a regular fbrc«-*- 
more than ^fiOQ strong-^abandonmg, without a struggle^ 
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panes wiiere (as an English general asserts) '* a body of a thou- 
sand men might stop an army of twenty times the number ?" 

The third charge relates to the same province : it is a com- 
plaint that ' the people run away ; the villages are .deserted / 
and again, in his last letter,-^" They abandoned their dwell- 
ings at our approach 5 drove away their carts, oxen, and every 
thing which could be of the snaallest aid to the array.*' To this 
charge, in so far as it may be thought to criminate the Spa- 
niards, a full answer is furnished by their accuser himself in the 
following memorable sentence in another part of the very same 
letter : — *' I am sorry to say that the array, whose conduct I 
had such reason to'extol in its march through Portugal and on 
its arrival in Spain, has totally changed its character since it 
began to retreat." What do we collect from this passage ? 
Assuredly that the army ill-treated the Gallicians ; for there is 
no other way in which an army, as a body, can offend— except- 
ing by an indisposition to fight -, and that interpretation (besides 
that we are all sure that no English army could so offend) Sir 
J. Moore expressly guards against in the next sentence. 

The English army then treated its ally as an enpmy: and,-— 
though there are alleviations of its conduct in its great suffer- 
ings, — yet it roust be remembered that these sufferings were 
<Jue — ^not to the Gallidans — ^biit to circumstances over whidi 
ihe^ had no controul-^to the precipitancy of the retreat, the 
inclemency of the weather, and the poverty of the country j 
and that (knowing this) they must have had a double sense of 
injvstice in any outrages of an English army, frora contrasting 
them with the professed objects of that army in entering Spain. 
— ^It is to be observed that the answer to the second charge 
M^ould singly have been sdme apswer to this ; and, reciprocally, 
that the answer to this is a full answer to the second. 

Having thus shewn tliat, in Sir J. Moore's very inaccurate 
£tatements of facts, we have some' further reasons for a pre- 
vious distrust of any opinion which is supported by those state- 
ments,' — ^it is now time to make the reader acquainted with the 
real tem^s and extent of that opinion. For it is far less to ba 
feared that, from his just respect for him who gave it, he should 
allow it an undue weight in his judgment— than that, reposit^ 
on the faithfulness of the abstracts and reports of these let? 
ters, he should really be still ignorant of its exact tenor. 

The whole ainount then of what Sir John Moore has al- 
leged against the Spaniards, in any place but one, is com- 
prised in this sentence : — ** The enthusiasm, of which we haye 
heard so much, no where appears 5 whatever good-will there is 
(and I believe amongst the lower orders there is a great deal) 
is taken no advantage of." It is true that,, in that one place 
(viz. in his last letter written at Corunna), he charges the Spa- 
ipiards with " apathy and indifference :" but, as this cannot be 
reconciled with bis concession of a great deal of good-will, we 
P n 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fit A9»£irDIX. 

fie bootid to take tbitt as hit real and delib«ate opinbn wka^ 
^e gave uoder circumstaDces that allowed bim most coolneai 
|uid freedom of judgment. — The Spaniards then were wanting 
in enthnsiasin. Now what is meant by enthusiasm ? Does it 
mean want of ardour and zesk in battle ? This Sir J. Moore 
|io where asserts 3 and^ even without a direct acknowledge- 
inent of their good conduct in the field* (of which he had 
indeed no better means of judging than we in England^ there 
is involved in his statement of the relative numbers of the 
Frepch and Spaniards— combing with our knowledge of the 
time during which they maintained their 8ti:uggle~-a sufficient 
testimony to that > even if the events of the first campaign ha4 
ipot made it superfluous. Does it mean then a want of good- 
'will to the cause ? So far from this, we have seen that Sir Jf. 
M. admits ^t ther^ was, in that class where it n^s-most want- 
ed, ' a great deal' of good-will. And, in the present condition 
i>f Spain, let it be recollected what it is that this imnlies* W^ 
lee, in the intercepted letter to Marshal Sgult (transmitted by 
Sir J. M.)^ that the French keep accurate registers of the be* 
liflviour of the different towns ) and this was^ no doubt, well 
known throughout Spain. Therefore to shew any signs of 
-good-wiH — much more tp give a kind welcome to the Englisli 
(as had been done atBadajoz and Salamanca) — ^was, they knew, 
« pledge of certain punishment on any visit from the French. 
So that good-will, manifested in these circumstances, was no* 
Wingless than a testimony of devotion fothe cause. 

Here then, the reader will ^y, I find granted — ^in the courage 
and the good-will of the Spaniards — all the elements of an en- 
thusiastic resistance; and cannot therefore Imagine what 
inore could be sought for except the throwing out. and making 
palpable of tlieir enthusiasm to the careless eye in some signal 
outward manifestations. In this accordingly we learn what 
interpretation we are to give to Sir J. M.'scharge : — there were 
no tumults on his entrance into Spain 5 no insurrections ; they 
did not, as he says, *' rally round" the English army. But, to 
determine how far this disappointment of his expectations tells 
against the Spaniarfls, we must first know bow far those ex- 
pectations were reasonable. Let the reader consider, then. 

First J what army was this round which the Spaniards were 
to rally ? If it was knowq by the victory of Vimiera, it w^ 
known also to many by the Convemion of Cintra: for, though 
the government had never ventured to communicate that afiaic 
otficially to the nation> dark and perplexing whispers were 
however circulated about it throughout Spain. Moreover, it 
roust surely demand some superstition in behalf of regular 
^roops — to see, in an army of 26^000 ^en, a dignity adequate 
^o the office here claimed for it of awakening a new vigour and 
fmtl^nsiasDi in suci;k ^ nation as Spain j not to mention that an 
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Boglish tfmy, however numerous, had no tight to consider it- 
•elf as other than « tributary force — as itself tending to a centre 
—and attracted rather than attracting. 

Secondly ; it appears that Sir J. M. has overlooked one most 
important circumstance ; — ^viz. that the harvest, in these pro- 
vinces, had been already reaped -, the English army could ^ 
viewed only as gleaners. Thus, as we have already seei), J&i- 
tramadura had furnished an army which had marched before 
his arrival ; from Salamanca also^— the very plac« in which be 
makes his complaint — ^there had gone out a battalion to fiisca/ 
which Gen. Blake had held up, for its romantic gallantry^ tp 
the admiration of his whole army. 

Yet, thirdly, it is not meant by any means to assert that 
Spain has put forth an energy adequate to the service — or in 
any tolerabJe proportion to her own strength. Far from it! 
But upon whom does the blame rest ? Not surely upon the 
people --who, as long as they continued to have confidence in 
their rulers, could not be expected (after the early fervours of 
their revolution had subsided) much to overstep the measure of 
exertion prescribed to them — ^but solely upon the govern inen|. 
Up to the time when Sir J. M. died, the Supreme Junta faa4 
adopted no one grand and comprehensive measure for calling, 
out the strength of the nation ; — scarcely any of suqh ordinaiy 
vigour as, id some countries, would have been adopted to meet 
local disturbances among the people. From their jealousy of 
popular feeling, — they had never taken any steps, by books 
or civic assemblies, to make the general enthusiasm in the caute 
available by bringing it within the general consciousness ; and 
thus to create the nation into an organic whole. Sir J. M. was 
fully aware of this:— "The Spanish Govemroenr," he says, 
" do not seem ever to have contemplated the possibility of a 
second attack : " and accordingly, whenever he is at leisure to 
make distinctions, he does the people the justice to say — that 
the failure was with those who should have '* taken advantage** 
of their good will. With the people therefore will for ever 
remain the glory of having resisted heroically with meai^s utterly 
inadequate} and with the government the whole burthen of tbd 
disgrace that the means were thus inadequate. 

But, fiiriher,— even though it should still be thought ftiat, in 
the three provinces which Sir J. Moore saw, there may have 
been some failures with the people,7— it is to be remembered 
that these were the very three which had never been the theatca 
of French outrages ; which therefore had neither such a vivid 
sense of the evils which tliey had to fear, nor so strong an anima- 
tion in the recollection of past triumphs : we might accordingly 
have predicted that, if any provinces should prove slack in their 
exertions, it would be these three. So that, ^fter all, (a candid 
inquirer into this matter will say) admitting Sir J. M.*s descrip- 
tion to be faithful with respect to what he saW) I can never 
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l4 APPENDIX. 

allow that the conduct of these three provinces shaH be held 
forth as an exponent of the general temper and condition of 
Spain. For that therefore I must look lo other authorities. 

Such an inquirer we might then refer to the testim(»iies of 
Gen^Leith and of Capt. Pasley for Biscay and Asturias ; of Mr. 
Vanghan (as cited by Lord Castlereagh) for the whole East and 
South ; of Lord Cochrane (himself a rao^t gallant man, and 
giving his testimony under a trying comparison of the* Spaniards 
with English Sailors) for Catalonia m particnlar j of Lord W. 
Bentinck for the central provinces ; and, for all Spain, we might 
appeal even to the Spanish military reports — which, by the 
discrimination of their praises (sometimes giving severe rebukes 
to particular reginrants. Sec), authenticate themselves. 

But, finally, we are entitled — after the actions of the Spani- 
ards->to dispense with such appeals. Spain might justly deem 
it a high injury and affront, to suppose that (after her deeds 
performed under the condition oflier means) she could requirs 
any other testimony to justify her before all posterity. Wliat 
those deeds have been, it cannot surely now be necessary lo 
inform the reader : and therefore the remainder of this note 
shall be employed in placing before him the present posture 
of Spain — under two aspects which may possibly have escaped 
his notice. 

First, Let him look to that part of Spain which is now in the 
possession of the enemy -, — let him bear in mind that the 
present campaign aptned at the latter end of last October 3 that 
the French were then masters of the country up to the Ebro^ 
chat the contest has since lain between a veteran army (rated, 
on the lowest estimate, at 1 13,000 men — with a prodigious 
auperiority in cavalry, artillery, &c.) opposed (as to ail regular. - 
opposition) by unpractised Spaniards, split into three distinct 
armies^ having no communication with each other, making a 
total of not more than 80,000 men ; — ^and theit let htm inquire 
what progress, hi this time and with these advants^es, the 
French have been able to make (comparing it, at the same 
time, with that heretofore made in Prussia, and elsewhere): the^ 
answer shall be given from the Times newspaper of April ^th-— 
•' It appears that, at the date of our last accounts from France 
as well as Spain, about one half of the Peninsula was still un. 
subdued by the French arms. The provinces, which retain 
their independence, form a sort of irregular or broken crescent; 
of which one horn consists in parts of Catalonia and Valencia, 
and the other horn includes Asturias (perhaps we may soon 
add Gallicia). The broader surface contains the fbur kingdoms 
of Andalusia (Seville, Grenada, Cordova, and Murcia), and 
considerable parts of Estramadura, and La Mancba ; besides 
Portugal.** — ^The writer might have added that even the pro- 
vinces, occupied by the French^ canaotyet be counted substan* 
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daily a» conquests : since they have a miliary representation ia 
the south ; large proportions of the defeated armies having re- 
treated thither. 

Secondly, Let him look to that part of Spain which yet re- 
mains unsubdued. — ^It was thought no slight proof of heroism 
in the people of Madrid, that they prepared for their defence — • 
not as the foremost champions of Spain (in whidi character . 
they might liave gained an adventitious support from the splen* 
dour of their post j and, at any rate, would have been free 
from the depression of preceding disasters)— but under a foil 
knowledge of recent and successive overthrows -, their advanced 
armies had been defeated; and their last stay, at Somosierra,. 
had been driven in upon them. But the provinces in the South 
have many more causes for dejection : . they have heard, since 
these disasters, that this heroic city of Madrid has fallen } that 
their forts in Catalonia have been wrested firom them ; that an 
JEnglish army just moved upon the horizon of Spain — to draw 
upon itself the gaze and expectations of the people, and then 
to vanish like an apparition ; and, finally, they have iieard of 
fhe desolatiooxkf Saragossa. Under all this accumulation of, 
calamity, what has been their conduct ? In Valencia redoubled 
preparations of defence ; in Seville a decree for such energetic 
retaliation on the enemy,' — ^as places its authors, in the event 
of his success, beyond the hopes of mercy; in Cadiz — on. a 
suspicion that a compromise was Concerted with their enemy — . 
tumults, and clamours of the people for instant vengeaiice> 
every where, in their uttermost distress, the same stern and un- 
faultering attitude of defiance as at the glorious birth of their 
resistance. 

In this statement, then, of the past efforts of Spain— and of 
her present preparations for further efforts. — will be found a full 
aiiswer.to all the charges alleged, by Sir John Moore in lug 
letters, against the people of Spain, even if we did not find suf-^ 
ficient ground for rejecting them in an examination of these 
letters themselves. 

The author of the above note — having, in justice to the 
Spaniards, spOken with great plainness and freedom — feels it 
necessary to add a few words, that it may not thence be con- 
eluded that he is insensibte to Sir J. Moore's claims upon his 
respect. Perhaps — if Sir J. M. could himself have given us his 
commentary upon these letters, and have restricted the exten- 
sion of such passages as (from want of vigilance in making dis^ 
tinctions or laxity of language) are at variance with concessions 
made elsewhere — they would have been found not more to 
differ from the reports of other intelligent and less prejudiced 
observers, than we "might have expected from the circum- 
stances under which they were written. Sir J. M. has himself 
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C.nidR. Baldwin, ^nttri% 
19«w Brt«lKC-«tr«ei, Lonckm. 



Ibid 08 (in i tetter pnUi^ied sSnce the above note vrss Mfnt^enjl I 
that be tkitiks tde Spaniards ^'a &ie peopi^>** and that adkndw- J 
ledgcmeot, from a soldier, cannot be supposed to exclude coa- j 
rage^ cor, from a Briton> some zed for national independence* j 
We are therefore t6 conclude that, when Sir J. M. pronounced f 
lipinibns on *' the Spaniards ** not to be reconciled with this I 
ai.d other passages, he speaks-^-fiot of the Spanish people — tmt 
of the Spa'^-'-h government. And, even for what may still re- 
/nain chargoJ uncandidly upon the peqJle, the writer does not 
' fcrget that there are infinite apologies "to be found in Sir J. 
Moore's situation : the earliest of these letters were written un- ' 
der great an!iiety and disturbance of Aiind from the aaticipati<»i 
of calamity ; — and the latter (which are the most severe) t 
under the actual pressurd of calarfiity 3 and calamity of thai 
sort which would be the most painful to the feelings of a gallant 
•oldicr, and most likely to vitiate his judgnoent with respect to 
those who had in part (however innocently) occasioned it. 
There may be pleaded also for him — that want of leisure which 
wouHmake it difficult to compare the diiferent accounts he re- 
ceived, and to draw the right tnfereacesiroq} thcau But then these 
upologles for his want of fidelity— are also reasons before-hand 
for suspecting it : and there are now (May 18th) to be added 
to these reasons, and their confirmations in the letters them- 
selves, fresh proofs in the present state of Gallicia, as manifest- 
ed by the late re-capture of Vigo, and the movements' of the 
Marquis de la Romana j all which, from Sir J. Aloore's account 
<5f the temper in that province, we migiit have confidently pro- 
nounced impossible. We must ihereFore remember that what 
in him were ^oiply mis-statenaeots — are now, when repeated 
with our t>etler information, calumnies j and calumnies so much 
the less to be excused in us, as we have already (in our con- 
duct towards Spain) giyen her other and no %bt matter of 
complaint against ourselves. 
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